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http://www.greenmountain.com


Prices good while supplies last on certain items
We accept all major credit cards17655 Katy Freeway

Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 11-4
13326 Westheimer

Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 11-4

QUALITY FLOORING AFFORDABLE PRICES

Professional
Installation
Available

Interest
For 12
Months0%

With 1000 sq. ft. Tile PurchaseWith 1000 sq. ft. Tile Purchase
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http://www.tilezone.net
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We design and build
CUSTOM 

OUTDOOR KITCHENS,
patio covers and 

fireplaces for a lifetime 
of outdoor enjoyment!

281-356-2168 • www.texaspitcrafters.com

Come Visit Our Showroom In Tomball

If you are 62 years or 
older you can: 
• Supplement Retirement 

Income, Tax Free
• Pay for medical expenses, 

home improvements, and 
everyday expenses

• Eliminate monthly mortgage 
payments

• Stay in your home and 
retain the title

• Make no loan payments 
as long as you live in 
the home. 

• NNoo  IInnccoommee  oorr  CCrreeddiitt  
RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss

Debbie Schultz
Reverse Mortgage Specialist
Houston Capital Mortgage
Tx Entity License #75094
713-594-1089 Secure your retirement and 

financial stability by calling an 
industry professional of 30 years 
to inquire about this government

insured program and other 
mortgage loan programs.

7700 San Felipe • Suite 400 • Houston, TX 77063
dschultz@houstoncapital.com • www.houstoncapital.com

Is a Reverse Mortgage
right for you?

Use Your Equity in Your Home to Supplement Retirement Income

473 Sawdust Road  � The Woodlands, TX 77380
281-419-0419 � www.woodlandsfabrics.com

Come see our new
showroom. It has been

transformed into a
10,000 plus square 
foot design center. 

More fabrics, trimming,
furniture, rugs & 

accessories, along 
with our superior
design services.

Join us for our
Grand Re-Opening Event

July 24th-31st

Beautiful Fabrics
Custom Furnishings

Full Size Model Kitchen
Designer Flooring

15% Off In-Stock
Merchandise Storewide
July 24-31 Only. No Prior Purchases or Special Orders.

More than just a fabric store...We Specialize in Transformations!

cc

http://www.texaspitcrafters.com/
http://www.houstoncapital.com/
http://www.woodlandsfabrics.com/
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NATURAL STONE FABRICATION
FINE FURNITURE, COUNTERTOPS, VANITIES & FIREPLACES. 

FOR APPOINTMENT CALL (281) 242-9009  � WWW.ICMMARBLE.COM

Since 1988

ACCEPTANCE APPLIANCE CENTER, INC.

Authorized As-Is Dealer

6757 N. Sam Houston Pkwy. W. • Suite 200

Houston, TX 77064 • 281-955-0861

http://www.icmmarble.com
http://www.shopspringtexas.com
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On the Cover
In this month’s story on Recession Redos, Houston design pros say new paint gives you the
most bang for your buck when you’re remodeling your home. The bedroom on our cover features
happy hues from the Techno-Color palette of Sherwin-Williams 2009 Lifestyle Collection. It’s
inspired by the new color possibilities that technology creates. The green hue on the wall is
SW6704 Hep Green; the blue is SW6486 Reflecting Pool. Window frames are SW7667 Zircon
and ceiling is SW7019 Gauntlet Gray. Photo courtesy Sherwin-Williams. See Page 34.
Photo courtesy Sherwin Williams 

http://www.txslidingdoor.com
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Over 20 Years of Experience on
Residential & Commercial Properties.
• Dramatic Uplighting • Tree Lighting • Accent Lighting
• Delicate Moonlighting • Low Voltage Lighting • Mosquito Misting
• Feature Lighting • Security Lighting • Maintenance

DESIGN & ESTIMATE

ITE is a newish acronym that’s
gained currency among some 
bloggers and e-mail correspondents.
They use it casually like they do
“LOL” (Laughing Out Loud), only
ITE isn’t quite as happy. It stands 
for “In This Economy,” and it’s
shorthand for “in this miserable
recession.” 

But cheer up. ITE, Houston’s
housing market is not that miserable;
our median housing sales and prices
are holding their own. The Houston
Association of Realtors (HAR) tells
us that in May, the total volume of
real estate sold was $1.1 billion,
down 23.8 percent from last year,
but still it’s over a billion dollars.
HAR says Houston’s current housing
climate is performing at 2004 levels.
And 2004 was not a bad year. 

Interest rates are low, first-time
homebuyers get an $8,000 federal
tax credit on the purchase of their
homes in 2009, and buyers with
good credit can get mortgages. 

Whether you’ve bought a new
home or owned your home for years
and just want to spruce it up, we’ve
got some great ideas for you this
month in our annual Remodeling
and Redecorating Special Issue. ITE,
how do you get the most bang for
your buck when you redo your
house? (O.K., I’m dropping the ITE
now, never to mention it again.)

Writer Leigh Bell asked seven
design professionals for tips on redo-

ing a room on a tight budget. She
asked: What can you get for $1,000?
What can you get for $2,000? They
gave her a wealth of tips and resources,
and all that information is yours free
for the taking, starting on Page 34.   

One of the best ways to transform
a room on a budget is to paint it. I
had fun this month visiting various
paint stores to see their collection of
palettes they pull together for you,
usually in promotional brochures near
the paint chip display. I love looking
at all the paint chips but get over-
whelmed, so I always enjoy the palette
collections the paint manufacturers (or
designers) publish to help you match
and contrast hues in a room.  

And then there are the names of
the paints. In a future life I want to be
a paint namer. For a recent painting
project at my home, I became enam-
ored of the names of several shades of
whites and grays I was considering:
Biscuit. Snowflake. Pudding Mold.
Wool Skein. I think my favorite paint
name of all time is Wolf, brown with a
tinge of gray that coated the walls of
the husband’s dressing room in the
first home I ever featured. A feral hue
for the dressing room? Why not?  

I hope this issue inspires you to do
something new to your home to keep
it fresh and vibrant. It should always
be a place you love to come home to.  
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editor’s note

H O U S T O N

http://www.spacemanager.com
http://www.roberthuff.com
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AUTOMATIC 
GATE 
OPERATOR
• Key Pads     
• Intercoms

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
• Iron, Wood & Chain Link Fencing
• Stairs
• Handrails
• Enclosures
• Security Windows & Doors

Custom Security Fence & Iron Works, LLC

281.219.1400 • 281.219.1411 fax
email: info@customsecurityfence.com www.customsecurityfence.com

$  L O W  P R I C E S  $   •   F A S T  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E   •   F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

“Serving Houston and it’s surrounding area for over 20 years”

Houston’s Largest Selection of FRAMED MIRRORS, plus
Ready-Made Frames • Custom Framing • Quality Oil Paintings • Hand Carved Frames

3815 Fondren Rd. (Between Richmond & Westpark)
Open To The Public & Trade • Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5

713-974-6000
www.warehouseframes.com

Family Owned and Operated 
for Over 27 Years

If you haven't been to Eklektik Interiors... oh what you've missed!

Full Service Design Studio

10,000 sq. ft. Showroom

Furniture • Accessories 

Gift Items

16720 Champion Forest Drive, Spring, TX 77379  •  281.379.2755  •  www.eklektikinteriors.com

Home 
designed by 
Eklektik 
Interiors

Home 
designed by 
Eklektik 
Interiors

Eklektik Interiors has 
been named among the 
top 50 Best and Brightest
Retail Stars for 2009
by Home Accents Today.

Eklektik Interiors has 
been named among the 
top 50 Best and Brightest
Retail Stars for 2009
by Home Accents Today.

http://www.customsecurityfence.com/
http://www.warehouseframes.com
http://www.eklektikinteriors.com
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CUSTOM RUG SOURCE
“More Than Just A Carpet Store”

713.973.7100
1717 Blalock • Houston TX 77080

www.customrugsource.com 

Come visit our showroom/workroom

http://www.customrugsource.com
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Hardware & Gifts

FULL LINE
HARDWARE STORE

UNIQUE DECOR & GIFTS
C&D

314 E. 11TH STREET (THE HEIGHTS) • 713.861.3551 • www.CandDhardware.com

We carry a variety of syles & finishes 
to compliment your porch or entry.

We've got mailboxes!

HOUSTON HOME

IMPROVEMENT CONSTRUCTION

PATIOCOVERS

Matching Existing Construction
Fully Insured • In Business 29 Years

www.hhipatiocovers.com

281-686-9059

HUGE BLIND 

Silhouette® Country Woods®

*8 windows and $750 min. Limited time offer. ® and ™ trademarks of Hunter Douglas Inc.
Patented in the U.S. and other countries. **AOC   ***See stores for details.

• Limited Lifetime Warranty   • Energy Efficient   • Never Needs Painting
• Non-Allergenic   • Exclusive Cellular Louver

• Wood Shutters In All Shapes & Sizes

FREE INSTALLATION*
Ask us about 0% INTEREST for 6 Months**

Call store for details.

KATY • 1010B South Mason Rd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281-392-4200
MEMORIAL/SPRING BRANCH • 9401 Katy Freeway . . . . . . . . 713-465-2005
BAYBROOK  • 19072  Gulf Freeway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281-486-8282
WEST U, BELLAIRE, RIVER OAKS • 5808 Kirby . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 713-667-5200
SUGARLAND/ROSENBERG. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mobile Showroom 281-242-3400
SPRING CYPRESS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mobile Showroom 281-469-6565
WOODLANDS/CONROE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mobile Showroom 936-271-2500

Shutters

creativeblinds.com

JUST
ANNOUNCED!

$40 to $100
rebate per 

blind on selected 
Hunter Douglas

Products.***

No minimums

REBATE SALE
creativeblinds.com

http://www.hhipatiocovers.com
http://www.canddhardware.com/
http://www.creativeblinds.com
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July 2009around town

exhibits
Star ting July 18 at the Houston
Center for Contemporar y Craft,
4848 Main St., two new exhibitions,
Challenge VII: dysFUNctional and
Unknitting: Challenging Textile
Traditions, challenge the traditional
uses of wood, textiles and other
materials while celebrating the
unexpected. In Challenge VII, the
works of 30 international ar tists
evoke a sense of humor, fun and
suspicion. Unknitting focuses on
knitting as per formance ar t while
creating avant garde works.
Information: 713.529.4848 or 
www.crafthouston.org

Star ting July 21, the Heritage
Society Museum, 1100 Bagby, in
collaboration with The Center for
Advancement and Study of Early
Texas Ar t, presents Miles and
Miles of Texas: The Lone Star
State Through the Eyes of Buck
Schiwetz. The show is a rich sur vey
of the ar tist’s work throughout his
long career. Information:
713.655.1912 or 
www.heritagesociety.org

At The Menil Collection, 1515 Sul
Ross St., Drawings on Site: Claes
Oldenburg and Coosje van Bruggen
showcases the drawings for public
monuments these two American
ar tists proposed over the past 30

years. An innovator of American Pop
Ar t in the mid 1960s, Oldenburg
proposed public landmarks in the
form of monumental sculptures of
ever yday objects such as a teddy
bear or peeled banana. In the late
’70s, he teamed with van Bruggen
to create proposals of fanciful
works, including a Trombone Bridge,
a proposed railroad bridge strad-
dling a river in the New Jersey flats.
Information: 713.525.9400 or
www.menil.org.

The ar t of Linda Darke and Janet
Wayte on view through August 
at the Bedford restaurant, 
1001 Studewood. Information:
713.880.1001

events
Houston’s Four th of July celebra-
tion, Freedom Over Texas with
Fireworks Presented by Shell, will
honor the 40th anniversar y of
NASA’s Apollo XI Lunar Landing on
Saturday, July 4, from 4 p.m. to
10 p.m. Admission  is free.
Information: 832.393.0868 or
www.freedomover texas.org

The First Saturday Arts Market in
the Heights keeps its summer night
time hours, 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. ever y
first Saturday of the month in the 
Wind Water Galler y parking lot at
548 West 19th St. Information:
713.802.1213 or 
www.FirstSaturdayAr tsMarket.com.

Lewis & Maese will host a summer
clearance tag sale July 11, 9 a.m.
– 1 p.m. at 2301 Sabine St. This is
not an auction, but a tag sale for
bargain hunters seeking antiques,
fine jewelr y, collectibles ar t and out
of print books. Information:
713.942.7200

Mark your calendar for White Linen
Night in the Heights Aug. 1, 6 p.m.
to 10 p.m. Tour galleries and cafes,
hear cool live music, catch pedi-
cabs to get around, and, oh yes,
wear white. Information: whitelinen-
nightsheights.com

Also, mark your calendar for the
Houston Glass Club’s 35th annual
Festival of Glass and Antiques
Show and Sale, Aug. 14-16 at For t
Bend County Fairgrounds. Glass
making is a lost ar t. In the 20th
Centur y, dozens of great glassmak-
ing companies plied their trade;
now only a handful do. This show is
one of the best in the countr y for
20th-centur y  American-made glass-
ware. Information: 713.729.4267
or www.houstonglassclub.org

classes
Let your kids learn about nature
at summer camp without leaving
Houston.  Houston Arboretum &
Nature Center, 4501 Woodway,
is holding Nature Trekkers

Summer Camps for kids 5 to
12. The week-long classes of fer
hands-on learning experiences
under the guidance of staf f nat-
uralists. Camps topics include:
“Winged Hunters,” July 13-17;
“Lifelines,” July 20-24; “Outdoor
Adventures,” July 27-31; “Bug
Basics,” August 3-7; and “Wild
Science,” July 6-10 or August
10-14. Cost for full-day camp is
$230 for members; $270 for
non-members. Information: 713.
681.8433 or www.houstonar-
boretum.org 

Can you canoe? Take a half-day
trip down Buffalo Bayou with
conservationist Don Green on
July 8 at 1 p.m. to learn about
the histor y of the bayou. The
stretch of bayou through which
he’ll guide you is between 
Loop 610 and Shepherd Drive,
one of the wildest por tions of
the waterway. Meet at Houston
Arboretum the Thursday evening
prior to the trip for orientation.
Cost, including equipment is
$85 for members, $105 for non-
members. Information: 
713. 681.8433 or 
www.houstonarboretum.org 

pet of the month

My name’s Stryker,  and I’m a
2-year-old Catahoula Leopard
Brindle/Labrador Retriever mix.
Catahoula rhymes with “rock-a-hula” –
both words have rhythm, and, hey, so
do I. Catahoulas are the official State
Dog of Louisiana. We like swamps and
bayous, love to hunt and need lots of
exercise. We’ve been known to howl
along with Elvis and Fats Domino recordings. And Roy
Orbison: “Cry-y-y-ing over you…” I mean, how can you not
howl to that? Oh, and we have hypnotic eyes.  Mine are
what’s called “glass” eyes. They’re hauntingly blue so I can
see straight into your soul. I’m a very gentle, loyal guy who’ll
follow you anywhere if you just rub my ears and belly. I’ve
been diagnosed with heartworms, but if you adopt me the
Houston SPCA will take care of this issue. Come visit, and
let my baby blues peer into your soul. Ask for my ID#
A07239280 at

HOUSTON SPCA
900 Portway Drive, Houston 77024, 713.869.SPCA (7722)
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily, www.houstonspca.org

pet of the month

I don’t want to spend my 5th birthday
at the Houston SPCA, even though
these folks have been wonderful to
me. My name’s Chopper, I’m a male
Labrador Retriever mix and I’ve been
living at the SPCA since December
when someone in my owner’s family
developed an allergy to pets. It’s time
for me to go to a new home. I want someone who appreci-
ates my energy and loves to play. I’m a great workout buddy,
am totally house-trained and love kids. Yes, Houston’s hot
right now, but we could go jogging at dusk around Hermann
Park. Have you seen the new Lake Plaza renovations there?
The new boathouse? The Little Big’s hamburger stand on the
lake where surely you’ll be sharing one of your sliders with
me (hope, hope)? It’s so fine.  People used to be afraid of
Hermann Park; with its new renovations, it’s one of the best
and most beautiful things about Houston. Adopt me, and
let’s go exploring. Ask for my I.D. # A06909721 at

HOUSTON SPCA
900 Portway Drive, Houston 77024, 713.869.SPCA (7722)
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily, www.houstonspca.org

At The Menil Collection: “Drawings on Site: Claes Oldenburg and
Coosje van Bruggen” exhibit is this drawing of Trombone Bridge,  a 
proposal for a railroad bridge straddling a river in the New Jersey flats.

Tread Lightly, acrylic/mixed
media on canvas by Janet
Wayte. On view at the Bedford.

At HCCC’s Challenge VII show: “This
is My Handle, This is My Spout,”
2008, by Michael de Forest. Photo by
John Carlano.
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Open Mon.-Sat. 10-6 • Sun. 1-5 4104 NASA Pkwy. El Lago

“Bringing the Tropics Home!”

Just
Arrived!

an old craft reborn in a new age

New Construction & Turnkey Remodels
Residential & Commercial

Staircase & Balcony Railings • Gas Lanterns • Wine Cellar Gates

713-419-7650

281.403.5296
www.oneawesomeconcrete.com

Remodel new or existing concrete surfaces
Stained, Engraved & Stamped Concrete • Interior/Exterior

281.403.5296
www.oneawesomeconcrete.com

One Awesome ConcreteOne Awesome Concrete

http://www.islandfurniturenow.net
http://www.ultimateironworks.com
http://www.oneawesomeconcrete.com
http://www.traditionaldesignsltd.com


A TOO-BUSY KITCHEN NEEDED

TO BE MORE FUNCTIONAL.

THIS BUDGET-MINDED REDO

SIMPLIF IED ITS LOOKS AND

MADE IT  WORK BETTER 

diy decorating By JOETTA MOULDEN
Photography by JANET LENZEN

When I first saw Ruth and Paul
Parrish’s old kitchen, my first thought
was the room did not reflect their
vibrant personalities or Ruth’s love of
cooking. The 1980s kitchen was in need of a
facelift. Its wallpaper and window treatments were
dated, the appliances were old and getting ready to
crater, the sink was really scratched and the ceiling
light box stopped working 10 years ago.

Ruth hated the cramped, drop-down desk by
the windows and knew the wallpaper had to go. She
wanted a walk-in pantry since she loves to cook, but
it wasn’t in the budget to knock down walls to
expand. So the challenge was to find budget-minded
solutions to solve their multiple storage and decorat-
ing issues, using the existing footprint of the kitchen. 

During our meeting, I gave the couple multiple
countertop options to research and to combine that

After

After

The kitchen needed to be more functional, so the range was relocated and replaced with a new slide- in range. A new convection microwave and new drawers were added. Reeded

glass installed in the existing painted upper cabinet door fronts plus new chandelier lamp shades helped update the space.  

How this once-tired kitchen was updated: Remove wallpaper; paint cabinets; install granite countertops and tumbled

marble backsplash; coordinate appliances; and add glass pantry door and new lighting and hardware. 

Kitchen Clean-Up



smooth surface with a more textured stone or faux-
stone tile backsplash.  I also suggested painting the
existing cabinets Benjamin Moore “Woodstock Tan”
and trim “White Dove”, and either paint their exist-
ing hardware or replace it. When Ruth mentioned
Paul’s arthritis, I suggested he accompany her to “test
drive” pulls and/or knobs to find a style that was a
comfortable fit for his hands. They settled on bin
pulls from www.simpsonshardware.com that sells
items that are slightly imperfect.

tip>
The most interesting kitchens offer
contrast both in texture and depth of

color---strive for deliberate contrast between
flooring, cabinets, counter, backsplash and
wall color. 
The wonderful thing about a remodel is making a
space function for your needs. “Being a librarian, I
started researching kitchen remodels and discovered
that the refrigerator is never supposed to be placed
next to the oven,” Ruth explains. “We had a major
design flaw and didn’t know it.”

I recommended the couple install a downdraft
slide-in range where the downdraft cooktop was
located, and build pullout drawers under the new
microwave. “With perseverance and your help I was
able to locate a downdraft oven that worked with our
existing venting system. We saved a lot of money
because we avoided the cost of putting in a new vent
hood,” Ruth explains.  For budget reasons, the cou-
ple opted to keep their existing standard- depth
refrigerator but did follow my suggestion to build it
into a new cabinet to camouflage its depth.

Instead of a walk-in pantry, I suggested new pull-
out shelving would allow Ruth access to the deepest
depths of the pantry. Although I gave her a worker
bee source, Paul built the shelving, which Ruth loves.
“My handy husband, an avid do-it-yourselfer—
built this tremendous feature you suggested. My

15

Before

Before
Busy wallpaper, laminate countertops, mismatched, dated appliances and a

space-gobbling light box undermine this kitchen’s potential.

The wall oven was incor-

rectly located right next

to the refrigerator and

the open kneehole desk

(next to the windows),

solid upper cabinet doors

and bare chandelier light

bulbs were not working

for the owners.

REBORN GRANITE

713-690-4888
14730 Hempstead Road � Houston, TX 77040

Cabinets
$5000

ea. & Up

W H O L E S A L E  &  R E T A I L

All Wood Cabinets
In Stock

$5900
ea. & Up

96” x 26” Granite Installed
$1899

sq. ft.

http://www.windsweptlandscape.com
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• Think outside the box.
Reeded glass added to existing
upper cabinet doors and a new
matching pantry door can trans-
form an older kitchen.

• Paint consistently gives the
most bang for the buck. The
best paint quality is still way
cheaper than new cabinets.

• Sometimes the most effective
strategy is to not add on to your
kitchen but first rethink the foot-
print under roof that is already
paid for. 

trade secretsJOETTA MOULDEN offers home makeovers using
your own home furnishings to create the home you’ve
always dreamed of. Joetta believes your pieces collected
through the years reflect your personality and can be
artfully arranged. Her ability to focus on your personal
style and not let her own preferences influence the
design of your home makes her unique. See more
makeovers on her Web site at www.shelterstyle.com, e-
mail her at joetta@shelterstyle.com or call
713.461.2063. If an initial appointment or referral is
booked by ¬July 31, a 15 percent first meeting discount
will be given. Shelterstyle.com holds a "Pages of
Happiness" rating and, for the third consecutive year, a
“Super Service Award” presented to 5 percent of compa-
nies that achieve and maintain a superior rating on
www.angieslist.com.

shelves were so deep on one side that there were items literally buried in the back,” she explains.
Additionally, new drawers were suggested for the never-used kneehole desk area and now house
recycling, backpack and shoe storage.  

Knowing the age of her food disposer, she was glad when I suggested they prepare to buy a
new food disposer too, with the purchase of the new black Blanco Silgranite under-mount sink. 

tip>
Depending on the age of the food disposer, sometimes the only thing holding
it in place is corrosion. Once the ring is disturbed when installing a new

sink, you might have to replace it—an unexpected expense.
“The new cookbook shelf, reeded glass doors and cubbies for mail and remotes are ideas I would
not have considered,” Ruth says.  

I supplied them with a list of questions to ask contractors and gave them tips on shopping for
their on-sale Jenn-Air appliances from The Great Indoors. On their own, the couple found their
new glass pantry door at The Home Depot to match the reeded glass for the cabinet doors
(which they found at Kingwood Glass Company).  

Using my written master plan, source ideas, emailed photos
and “homework assignments,” Ruth says she felt motivated to
use every free minute of her time and got Paul involved, too.
Ruth started off wanting red granite counters but after going to
stores I suggested where she could see the stone en masse, she
knew red was way too much. 

tip>
For improved resale value, it is best to stick to
a neutral palette with any expensive-to-remove

granite or tile, and add punches of color with easily
changed paint, fabric and accessories.
Ruth found baskets for the new cubbies behind the breakfast
table at World Market and made the handles with beads from
Bella Beads in Atascocita.  The red-trimmed custom Roman
shades were made by Drapery Center & Upholstery in
Kingwood.

Turns out the big stressor for Ruth was the tile floor, selected
at the last minute.  She wanted real slate but everyone—Paul, the
builder and owner of the tile store—talked her out of it.  Instead,
she selected a faux slate 20” x 20” ceramic tile from Humble
Carpet & Tile.

Ruth has some tips for would-be remodelers. She says they
were fortunate with their contractor Sergio DiSevo of Pride
Quality Home Remodeling because the entire process took only
6 weeks.

“ Expect your life to change a lot during the renovation
because it is a hassle. Thank goodness for crock pots, microwaves
and paper plates,” she says, smiling, “and be prepared to wash
dishes in the bathtub.”  The couple recommends making sure
you and your contractor have every expense and detail spelled
out up front in writing—like who will buy the paint. 

When the project was finished, Ruth says, “Our friends and
family have loved the changes, including our sons,
who were speechless.”

AfterBefore

diy decorating | KITCHEN CLEAN-UP

To make this kitchen feel spacious, we removed shelving and shutters, added a new integrated dishwasher with a

custom wood panel, painted cabinets and simplified accessories.

Busy open shelving, a dated, exposed dishwash-

er and a shuttered pass-through visually closed

in the kitchen. 
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6265 FM 1960 West
Houston, Texas 77069
281-444-9299

Lighting Your Way® Since 1974

Does your lighting need a facelift?  Are your chandeliers sagging in style?  
Let one of our ALA Lighting Professionals renovate and rejuvenate your home’s lighting.  
For 35 years The Lighting Gallery has given homes an “enlightened” sense of style.

• Interior & Exterior Fixtures • Lampshades • Lamps
• Mirrors, Pictures & Accessories • Crystal Chandeliers • Ceiling Fans
Let one of our ALA lighting professionals help you create a look that compliments 
your decorative style.

Make A  Bright Investment
In Your Home

SALE!

New
Arrival:

COPPER
Sinks

Granite • Marble • Travertine • Slate

SLABS • TILES • COUNTERTOPS • MEDALLIONS • FOUNTAINS • TRAVERTINE SINKS • PORCELAIN SINKS • STAINLESS STEEL SINKS

The Largest Selection of Granite Slabs in Houston

Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5

Sat 9-2 

Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5

Sat 9-2 

6401 Long Point • Building 600
713-812-8600 • www.GraniteMarbleEtc.com

Granite, Marble & etc.Granite, Marble & etc.

� Affordable Price
� Durable Powder Coated Steel
� Ideal for Ceilings 8’ or Taller
� Up to 600 lbs Capacity Per Unit
� Professional Installation

As Low as $169 Per Unit Installed!

Available Sizes: 4x8, 4x4 and 2x8

$3000

OFF
Per Unit Installed

Not applicable on 
prior orders or with 

any other offer.

PromoCode 
HH0709 

Expires 8/15/09

Call For A Free Estimate!
713-454-7084 • (888) 5 GARAGE (542-7243)

www.HoustonGarageStorage.com
#1 Installer of Overhead Garage Storage in Houston

http://www.granitemarbleetc.com
http://www.houstongaragestorage.com
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S to r y  b y  DEB I  BRYANThandbook

REMODELING OR REDECORATING? WINDOW

TREATMENTS, SIMPLE AND STYLISH, ARE AN

EASY WAY TO TOTALLY TRANSFORM A ROOM

Pirouette window shadings by Hunter Douglas offer a totally new concept in light control. Their soft adjustable fabric
vanes float gracefully in front of a sheer. Available through Creative Blinds and The Shade Shop.

Sometimes less

really is more. It

can especially be

true for simple

window treat-

ments where 

you have the

light control and 

privacy you want

while still show-

ing off your per-

sonal style.

SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL

Panel with topper by Woodlands Fabrics.

These tailored, operable Roman shades
with slouched ends and contrasting color
cap valance and banding are from
Drapery Montage. 

OhLine custom  wooden shutters from The Shade Shop not only control light, they create interesting shad-
ows in a room.
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“You can go simple and still have a custom look,” says Nancy Charbonneau,
owner of Woodlands Fabrics & Interiors. All it takes is creativity. For her simple
treatments, she likes to combine textures, as she did recently for a client when
she used linen, detailed with 2-inch gimp (a flat braid) along the border. For
another client, she mounted a 4-inch cornice embellished with a scroll pattern
over the window and then had the molding faux-painted. “It brought texture to
the treatment, which I think is important. It was simple, but elegant,” she says. 

At The Shade Shop, “One of the best choices, both monetarily and for the
clean line look, is plantation shutters,” says showroom manager Mitch Jarmin.
“They add an architectural element to your home, similar to investing in cus-
tom cabinetry. When it comes time to sell the house, prospective buyers tend to
think—‘Oh, good. We don’t have to do the windows.’ Plus plantation shutters
lend themselves to any decorating style.” 

THINK MINIMALIST

• Perk up simple windows by splurging on creative hardware. Rods, finials
and tie-backs in wood, metal, glass or ceramic look almost like jewelry. 
• Draperies with grommets create a clean, modern look and are part of a con-
tinuing popular trend. 
• Add movement to your windows with sheers, using dramatic colors like cin-
namon and smoke. Also effective—combining two tones of sheers.
• Show off your eco-friendly side by choosing organic materials such as bam-
boo, blinds with exposed wood grain, and natural woven shades. 

BEFORE YOU BUY

Window treatments are an investment—whether you prefer little adornment or
a lot. Edith Williamson, window fashion designer and owner of Drapery
Montage, suggests starting a new window treatment project with a pre-planning
session. It begins in your home. “The architectural aspect of the window
impacts your design style for the window treatment,” she says. “Your window
treatment style is further established by the interior design of the room—
whether it is traditional or contemporary, for example.” 

When considering how to dress your windows, she recommends you familiarize
yourself with the three broad categories of window treatments and their func-
tions:

1. Light control (simple). This section includes hard materials like blinds, shut-
ters and wovens. Or soft materials such as sheers, draperies and fabric shades.

2. Decorative application (enhanced). As the name implies, this category adds
decorations like valances, cornices and side panels.

3. Multiple layers (embellished). More elaborate styling that combines the first
two categories.

resources
CREATIVE BLINDS
(carries Hunter Douglas)
7 locations
www.creativeblinds.com

DRAPERY MONTAGE
713.975.8866

HOUSTON WALLS & DECOR
713.932.1466 

PALMER SHUTTERS 
AND BLINDS
713.461.9555

POTTERY BARN
Multiple locations
www.potter ybarn.com

THE SHADE SHOP
(carries Hunter Douglas and
OhLine custom shutters)
713.623.0750 

WEST ELM
713.623.2422

WINDOW MAGIC BLIND 
& DRAPERIES INC.
281.955.5676 or 713.781.9009

WOODLANDS FABRICS 
& INTERIORS
281.419.0419

Countertops • Tiles 
Cabinets

9815 North Frwy. • Houston, TX 77037 
281-447-9997 • www.DurastoneUSA.com

10% OFF ENTIRE STORE

http://www.durastoneusa.com
http://www.frogathome.com


281-860-0000
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS • 100% FINANCINGsunrooms

Affordable

PATIO COVERS • ROOM ADDITIONS • SIDING
WINDOWS • CARPORTS • SUNROOMS • SCREENROOMS

BEFORE BEFORE
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Leathershoppes
•          •         •

leather furniture  • custom home theater

4321 West Sam Houston Tollway N. • Suite 180
(Clay exit either way)

Don’t Compromise.....Customize!

Monday-Saturday 9:00am-6:00pm

Leather Furniture � Custom Home Theater

Since 1988

832.467.2000 • www.leathershoppes.com

At LeatherShoppes, being the oldest and most experienced
leather speciality store in the Houston area, you will find more

selection, more styles and 100’s of colors from some of the 
best brands like Bradington-Young, Flexsteel, Palliser, 
Berkline HomeTheater and more, all at discount prices.

We can design, plan and install your front row!

Inspiration, Design, 
Custom Fitted.

3301-G Fondren
Houston, TX 77063

Corner of Fondren
and Richmond

www.draperymontage.com
713-975-8866

SHOWROOM AND
WORKROOMCUSTOM MADE READY-MADE

20% OFF $9900
LABOR &

HARDWARE SILK PANELS

http://www.houstontxhomevalues.com
http://www.draperymontage.com
http://www.leathershoppes.com
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• Metal Roofing     
• Tile Roofing    
• Hardie Plank Siding    
• Composition Shingles    
• Gutter Maintenance

HURRICANE SEASON IS HERE!

281-890-0000
ochoaroofing.com

JO
E OCHOA

ROOFS & EVEN MORE 
SINCE 1971

• Room & Patio Additions
• Fencing & Decks    
• Architectural Metals   
• Sheetrock Repairs & Painting 
• Residential & Commercial

ARE YOU
READY?

ARE YOU
READY?

Can your roof handle 
the next storm? Let us 

help you prepare.

TM

http://www.ochoaroofing.com
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At Milan Design Week this spring, Barbie went for design and so did I. 
The fashionable doll by Mattel took the spotlight when the furniture manufacturer Kartell debuted a

Barbie chair designed by Philippe Starck. It’s essentially his famous clear polycarbonate Ghost chair for
Kartell with a faint pink tint and a line drawing of the pony-tailed doll on the back of the chair. Kartell is
celebrating its 60th anniversary this year, and in addition to its new Barbie chair, the company is offering
Barbie-sized miniature models of many of its best-selling modern furniture pieces. After seeing Kartell’s dis-
play of mini rooms with Barbie dolls amid the furniture, I knew those pieces were going to be instant cool
collectibles. 

The global credit crunch, the Recession, the Correction, whatever you want to call it, was not allowed to
ruin this celebration—and celebration was very much the motto of Milan Design Week, which celebrated
500 years of Italian furniture, 60 years of Kartell designs and even 20 years of Italian design with Ikea. 

The design displays throughout the entire city of Milan were a feast for the eyes and the spirit: exhibits
celebrated joie de vivre, happy memories, bright colors and the amazing use of plastics like polycarbonate
and resin. High tech mixed with romanticism and poetry. For one too-short week, it was an antidote to the
global recession.

This year’s event drew the biggest crowd ever—some 313,385 designers, manufacturers, media and oth-
ers came from all over the world to view miles and miles of exhibits. Three fairs were held simultaneously at
the Milan Fairgrounds: The Salon Internazional del Mobile, the oldest and largest now in its 48th year;
SaloneSatellite featuring some of the newer and younger designers; and Euroluce, a biennial lighting design
show. Outside the Fairgrounds, the whole city turned into a design party, with most of the major events
occurring in the Zona Tortona.

On these pages are photos of some of my favorite things I saw.

REPORT

FROM
MILAN

Lighting genius Ingo
Maurer wowed me with his
newest piece, Lacrime del
Pescatore—the tears of the fisherman—
a shimmering light sculpture lit with sparkly LED
lights that hangs from the ceiling. A trip to Venice, where
Maurer saw water drops on fishnets sparkling in the lights of
the lagoon, inspired him to create this piece. 

Belgian designer Bart Lens created this over-
sized light fixture for Eden Design.

HOW ARE THE WORLD’S DESIGNERS HANDLING THE 

GLOBAL CREDIT CRUNCH? WITH HAPPY COLORS AND

joie de vivre, mais oui! B y  A N N E  B R E U X



23

Shop at Home Service available. We’ll do the measuring and
installation–just call or visit online at windowmagiconline.com

Monday - Fr iday 10 am - 5:30 pm, Saturday 10 am - 5 pm.
All major credit cards accepted.

experts

window treatments

WE ARE experts
WHEN IT COMES TO
window treatments

7 Day Delivery on Most Blinds
17743 Tomball Pkwy • 281.955.5676
8910 Westheimer • 713.781.9009

Summer Window Fashion Sale
Rebate Up to $100 on Selected Items

BBlliinndd  &&  DDrraappeerryy SSiinnccee  11998811

� � � � Invitation � � � �
Join us as we invite you into a world of new and

impressive techniques as we transform plain concrete
into an array of colorful, textured surfaces.

By using creative energy we have mastered the art 
of resurfacing and decorative concrete including 
overlays and stains.

By formulating color, texture, and character, we 
have come up with an elegant, affordable and durable
product with the strength of concrete.

CONCRETE COATINGS
Resurface Your Concrete

� Spray Texture
� Stamped Overlay
� Concrete Stain
� Epoxy Flooring
� Mastic Joints
� Masonry Effects
� Custom Designs
� Pool Decks
� Patios
� Driveways
� Walkways
� Garages
� Entryways
� Old & New Concrete

HOUSTON 
DIVISION

832.607.2998 Phone
281.897.8576 Phone    
281.955.1971 Fax
www.istexas.net

15 Years Experience

Accepted

http://www.gardengateco.com
http://www.girardinteriordesign.com
http://www.lstexas.net
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REPORT

FROM
MILAN

BELOW:  This spring, Kartell introduced a line of the 
company’s classic modern furniture sized to fit Barbie dolls.

Czech glass by
Borek Sipek.

Kartell’s Louis and Lou Lou Ghost
chairs, Barbie style, designed by
Philippe Starck.

The Antler chair by Cappellini has a sense of humor.

The Bugatti Racing Chair by Cappellini looks as
if it might be made from dented auto parts. 

With Patricia
Urquiola’s new
Frilly Stool for
Kartell, slim pleats
appear to fall from
the seat to the
floor.

Alias’ chair installation called Mezzoterra Mezzomare The Mediterranean Seas Love Difference chairs by Michelangelo Pistoletto are an
example of the eco-green movement in furniture design today.
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713.398.1081  • 1.888.516.2605 
www.foreverlawninc.com

• SYNTHETIC LAWNS BY FOREVERLAWN •
Think Green...Think Forever...Think ForeverLawn

Yes! For 15 to 20 Years. Lots of Warranty.

K9Grass 
is the artificial grass 

designed specifically for dogs. 
Its unique features help promote 
a cleaner, safer, better-smelling 
environment for pets. With its 

exclusive flow-through backing,
short dense blade structure,

and antimicrobial protection,
K9Grass is the ideal surface 

for both residential and 
commercial pet areas.

Playground Grass
is lush, beautiful green grass 

that is safe for kids to play on,
soft to fall on, and cost effective.
Low maintenance. Also works
great for regular lawn areas.

Norm Hilburn • www.unicosystem.com

The high performance, flexible mini-ducts of the                            fit 
easily behind walls and ceilings, eliminating the need for unsightly and
cumbersome metal ducts and allowing you to maintain the architectural
integrity of your home.                                 is also draft-free and removes
more moisture from the air.
Call this certified contractor for more information on the 

TACLA015311E

http://www.foreverlawninc.com
http://www.donbroman.com
http://www.morespaceplace.com
http://www.unicosystem.com
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REPORT

FROM
MILAN

ABOVE: One of the most important pieces I saw in Milan, the
intricate Vegetal chair by Ronan & Erwan Bouroullec, features
flat branch structures to create an organic looking piece that
can be used indoors or outside.

RIGHT: Piero Lissoni’s 22 Radar cup-
board for Cassina is an exquisite
piece of craftsmanship, reminiscent of
Jean Michel Franck’s work in the
1940s.

Paris native Anne Breux,
architecte d’interieur ESAM
Paris (713.301.0143), prac-
tices interior design in Houston
and Los Angeles. Noted for her
devotion to modernism, she
attends furniture and design
fairs annually in Milan and
Paris. Many of these new
designs will be making their
way to these retailers in
Houston: Sunset Settings, 2610
Sunset Blvd.; Kuhl-Linscomb,
2424 W. Alabama; Ligne
Roset, 1992 West Gray; and
Mody & Mody, 5801
Westheimer Road. 

Artisan Upholstery Inc.Artisan Upholstery Inc. “Where Furniture and
Fabric Create Art”

CUSTOM FURNITURE • SLIP COVERS • PILLOWS • CORNICES
HEADBOARDS • TABLE COVERS • UPHOLSTERY SUPPLIES

FABRIC SALES • EXOTIC LEATHERS • FURNITURE REFINISHING
FURNITURE REPAIRS • ANTIQUE RESTORATION

Residential & Commercial • Quality Guaranteed • Pick Up & Delivery Available

8616 Antelope Dr. • Houston, TX 77063 • 713-787-9600 • 713-787-6460 Fax
www.artisanupholstery.com • artisanupholstery@att.net

FINAL CLOSEOUT SALE

• Italian Ceramics & Glass 
• Candle Lites 

• Artful Jewelry & Other 
Small Treasures

771133--552288--44554422  
11661122  WW..  AAllaabbaammaa  
HHoouussttoonn,,  TTXX  7777000066

TTuueess--FFrrii::
99--NNoooonn,,  
11::3300--55  

SSaatt::  99--NNoooonn

wwwwww..vveenniicceehhoolliiddaayyggiiffttggaalllleerryy..ccoomm

CChhrriissttmmaass  IItteemmss  UUpp  ttoo  
7755%%  OOffff  oorr  BBeesstt  OOffffeerr!!

http://www.artisanupholstery.com/
http://www.veniceholidaygiftgallery.com/
http://www.hallmarkpools.net
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Up to 
$1500 

TAX REFUND for 2009!

Do you use protection?
Protect your HDTV from
fingerprints, dust, wind,
moisture and theft.

Check us out online @ www.mosscovers.com

Professional manufacturer of covers 
for flat panel televisions of all sizes 
for indoor or outdoor use. We also 
provide television alarms and high 
definition connection accessories.

877-443-2683

10% Discount on Purchases over $50.00 •  Promo Code hst0001

409 St. Francis, Gonzales, Texas 78629 • 830-672-2428
www.discoverys.net • swk@discoverys.net • Open Tues. - Sat., 9-5:30

AN ECLECTIC INVENTORY OF ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS

� Antique Beams
� Large Inventory of

Antique Doors
� Antique Door Hardware

� Flooring
� Beaded Wood

� Quality Stained Glass
� Clawfoot Tubs, Sinks,

Lighting, Ceiling Tin
and more

(281) 313-3434    www.pulloutshelf.com

� All Dove Tail
Construction

� Great for 
Pantries, 
Cabinets or 
Bathrooms

� Patented All 
Steel Mounting 
with 100 lb. 
Capacity

� Custom Build 
to Fit Cabinets

� Center Post 
Removal Service

FREE In Home 
Estimates

Lifetime 
Warranty

Bright Landscape Designs Inc.
Bright Ideas for Landscaping

281.496.3576

www.brightlandscapedesigns.com

Custom Landscaping
Natural Stonework

Lighting
Maintenance

Water Features
Irrigation

Design & Installation
Consultation

Serving the finest neighborhoods of greater Houston since 1982!

http://www.renwd.com
http://www.discoverys.net
http://www.pulloutshelf.com
http://www.brightlandscapedesigns.com
http://www.mosscovers.com
http://www.hotwaterguys.com


Kitchen countertops drastically affect 
aesthetic, convenience, cost and resale
value of a home. 

Technology has vastly widened our choices in counter-
top material with the production of sealants, installation
methods and brand-new materials. Each surface has a
personality and traits of its own, making the decision
sometimes overwhelming. However, the choice is like
any other in life: Balance what you can and cannot 
live with. 

And, we’re not talking hairdressers, so there’s no alle-
giance to one – you can use two or three or more mate-
rials. Mixing them organizes workspace, appeals to the
eye and satisfies the indecisive. 

When helping clients choose countertops, Christine
Bailey-Navarro, designer at Designer Bath and Kitchen,
asks what purpose their kitchen serves.   

“Are they single? Do they have a young family and
prefer easy maintenance?” she says. “Or maybe they sim-

ply want something beautiful and they don’t care about
cleaning because they have a maid.”

Fabulous countertops are available for everyone,
from the chef du jour to the takeout queen, from the
thrifty to the extravagant.

GRANITE
$50-200/square foot, installed
A safe choice, mixing beauty with durability, granite
holds up to heat, i.e. hot plates and pans, but it can
stain. New sealants help, however reapplication is nor-
mally required every year or so. Nothing looks like gran-
ite, and almost 3,000 varieties are available. Plus, resale
value is “most definitely tops,” says Jason Beavers, sales
team manager at Granite, Marble & Etc. Inc. 

MARBLE
$50-200/square foot, installed
The name even sounds elegant, and marble is the No. 1
choice for high-end kitchens, says Micqui McGowen of
Kitchen and Bath Concepts. Most popular – in fact
hard to get these days – are the Calcutta and Carrara
varieties. Adding to the mystique is a recently developed
sanding process (also available for granite) that adds sur-
face texture. Marble is porous and, thus, prone to stains
and etching from cleaners and spills (avoid lemonade).
Regular application of sealant is required.
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RENOVATING YOUR KITCHEN? NOW YOU HAVE MORE OPTIONS THAN EVER
FOR COUNTERTOP SURFACES B y  L E I G H  B E L L

COUNTERTOPS COUNT

TOP LEFT: Brazilian Mahogany
Granite countertops by ICM Marble &
Granite in a house designed by archi-
tect Val Glitsch and built by Sanders
Construction & Management Co.   
Photo by Miro Dvorscak

TOP RIGHT:  Houston kitchen
designer Baroque Fineberg specified
white Carrara marble for this kitchen
in a landmark historic home in
Woodland Heights. photo by Miro
Dvorscak

BELOW: No-nonsense stainless steel
countertops easily hold hot pots.
Scratches? They’re expected and
give the steel patina. This countertop
is by custom metal artisan Guido
Schindler of Schindler Metalworks.

STAINLESS STEEL
$75-150/square foot, installed
What you see is what you get. Stainless looks industri-
ous, and it is. Durable, heat-resistant, easy-to-clean, and
thick-skinned against stains, acids and oils. But stainless
does have an industrial aesthetic and will scratch, dent
and show fingerprints – although some manufacturers
offer finishes that reduce these issues. With regular use,
stainless develops a beautiful patina, in fact, “a lot of
people automatically scratch the surface,” says Bailey-
Navarro. 
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281 351-7195 www.bolfingbrothers.com 
Showroom: 18407 Telge Road, Cypress Texas 77429

B eautiful and useful products 
for the kitchen and bath since 1976

Experience makes all the difference. 
Over 3 decades of consistent quality, 

professional fabrication and installation. 
Expert service to the construction community,

and added value to the homeowner.

Visit our

SHOWROOM
for monthly in-house

SPECIAL

PSALM 42:1

MARBLE, INC.
olfing rothersB B

Granite  � Natural Quartz  � Green Materials
Kitchen & Bath Countertops  � Tubs  � Remodeling

Radiant Barrier
New & Existing Homes

Blocks 97% of the sun’s heat from 
entering your home.
Prevents this unwanted circulation 
throughout your home.
The most basic, cost-effective way to 
lower your home’s energy usage and
improve the comfort level of your home.

713-781-6433 or 832-877-0931
Call Our Staff 24 Hours

State Licensed Insurance Adjuster 
2 Million in Insurance to Protect Your Home 

Tamko Preferred Contractor and GAF Master Elite Contractor

10% OFF with Ad

Let Me Show You 
The Difference...No Other 
Windows Come Close
� Save Energy 
� Cut Noise 
� Add Security 
� Block Out Heat, Cold & Dust

Usually 20% to 50% Off 
Major Competition.
• Custom Made Replacement Windows, 

Storm Windows & Storm Shutters
• Replace Old Windows

$CASH DISCOUNT • FREE ESTIMATES
Deal Directly with Owner

Lifetime Warranty

281.955.8994 
www.windowreplacementofhouston.com

GUARDIAN WINDOWS
Since 1986

http://www.windowreplacementofhouston.com
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CONCRETE
$75-200/square foot, installed
Probably not the first thing you think of in countertops, but concrete is
becoming popular with its elegant surface and endless color choices. Inlays
make it even more unique. But be prepared for small cracks, chipping, and
the need for sealant and occasional waxing to prevent stains. “When it starts
getting stains and chips, you have to look at it as added character,”
McGowen says. 

ENGINEERED STONE
$40-125/square foot, installed
It’s not a fake. Engineered stone is about 93 percent quartz. It’s less needy –
doesn’t stain, scratch or require regular sealing – and offers many more colors
than its natural counterpart. “I usually recommend engineered stone for young
families worried about spills, staining and maintaining the countertops,”
Bailey-Navarro says. Familiar brands are Silestone, DuPont Zodiaq and
Cambria Quartz.

BAMBOO
$25-35/square foot, installed
It had us at eco-friendly.
Because bamboo is plentiful
and grows so quickly, using it
doesn’t tax the environment.
Still a product nouveau, it
wows company and works well
in the kitchen because it’s nat-
urally bacteria resistant and
more durable than most typi-
cal woods (Teragren sells a
bamboo countertop that’s 154
percent harder than red oak).
But bamboo is not bullet-
proof and does require sealant
with a penetrating finish.

GLASS
$200-300/per square foot (installation varies)
Crisp. Clean. Glass is an alluring choice for modern to traditional kitchens.
It’s durable, heat-resistant and hygienic. Some types do require sealant, but
not as often as granite, and you can find some made in part or mostly from
recycled material. McGowen likes a product from Thinkglass.com that allows
LED lighting beneath the glass countertop to create a nighttime glow. The
look is unique but “not inexpensive,” she says.

Minds in Motion installed these concrete countertops for
a home designed by Collins Architects. The concrete con-
trasts with the bold white cast-iron farm sink.  

Teragren’s end-grain strand bamboo is
made with rapidly renewable Optimum
5.5 Moso bamboo. Its polyurethane 
finish protects against stains and spills.

Made with 100 recycled glass in a
cement matrix, IceStone scores
major points toward LEED certifica-
tion. And it looks good, too. 

Glass countertops are as strong as any common natural stone. This ThinkGlass counter-
top is customized with a texture so dust and fingerprints are nearly invisible.

Among Silestone’s 65 colors, one of its newest is Chrome
from Silestone’s Platinum collection which unites quartz with
metal. This racy countertop is inspired by two-time Formula 1
race-car world champion Fernando Alonso. 

ICESTONE
$95-150/square foot
Another green product that wins us
over: IceStone is made with 100 percent
recycled glass in a cement matrix. It’s
produced in slabs like marble and gran-
ite and comes in a wide variety of col-
ors. It needs to be sealed. When water
no longer beads up on it, you know it’s
time to re-seal and wax the surface.
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LAMINATE
$10-20/square foot, installed
It gets a bad rap, but Formica isn’t an ugly
word. “We’ve always considered laminate a
great material, and the colors and patterns
are pretty outstanding,” says Natalye Appel,
of Natalye Appel + Associates Architects.
Laminate is durable and easy to maintain –
no sealant required and even bleach is OK
on some types– but it will scratch without
care, it will scorch under a hot pan, and it
doesn’t provide the luxury of stone. 

RICHLITE
$33-55/square foot
Rock, scissors … Richlite, a material made
of paper composite has been a popular
choice in commercial kitchens for more
than 30 years because it’s  scratch- and heat-
resistant and durable despite heavy use.
Chefs like it because it’s low maintenance.
Homeowners like its warm, natural look.

resources
Note: Some companies 
listed as resources sell and
install multiple types of
counter top materials.

BAMBOO
BLUE LINX HARDWOODS
512.442.4001

CONCRETE 
MINDS IN MOTION
281.787.5834
www.mimcon.com

ENGINEERED STONE
SILESTONE
866.COUNTERTOPS
www.silestoneusa.com

GLASS
DAUPHIN SALES INC
7026 Old Katy Road #273
713.522.3418

GRANITE
ICM MARBLE & GRANITE
281.242.9009

DURASTONE CORPORATION 
9815 Nor th Freeway
281.447.9997

IMPERIAL GRANITE &
CABINETS 
7265 W. 43rd St.
713.460.6510 

LM TILE
9911 Gulf Freeway
713.378.4537
Multiple locations

REBORN GRANITE
14730 Hempstead Road
713.690.4888

TRADITIONAL DESIGNS
3602 W. 12th St.
713.463.5800
2717 61st St.
Galveston, 409.744.5800

ICESTONE
MAX MARBLE & GRANITE
713.290.8530

LAMINATE
WILSONART INTERNATIONAL
713.576.5500

TILE ZONE
13226 Westheimer
281.759.8453
17655 Katy Freeway
281.578.6111

MARBLE
BOLFING BROTHERS
MARBLE INC.
18407 Telge Road, Cypress
281.351.7198

RICHLITE
JAMES DAWSON DESIGN
INC.
713.408.9553

Laminate definitely has a place in today’s kitchens
because it’s durable, stylish and affordable. Show
here: Wilsonart laminate countertops. 

Richlite, a paper composite countertop
brings a warm ambience to this Houston
Heights kitchen with countertops installed
by James Dawson Design. 

Get the gorgeous look of granite with

N O  D E M O L I T I O N

Our eco-friendly process eliminates waste in the landfill.  
We cover your existing counters in just 1 to 2 days.  

Estimates are free.  

CALL TODAY to receive our 
spring kitchen update special 713-541-1545.

New recycled glass • No sealing or polishing
Over 40 colors • Heat, stain and scratch resistant

Limited Lifetime Materials Warranty

6119 Jessamine, • Suite C • Houston, TX  77081
713-541-1545 • 713-541-0535 Fax 

www.granitetransformations.com

PROFESSIONAL REUPHOLSTERY

11330 Northwest Freeway
Houston, TX 77092
(290 West b/t 34th & Antoine)
713.957.0003 Phone
713.957.1450 fax
M-F 10-7 • Sat 10-6

Home Furnishings     Accessories     Fabrics     Trims

w w w . m a x i m u m f u r n i t u r e . c o m

Before After

http://www.granitetransformations.com
http://www.maximumfurniture.com
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http://www.huntongroup.com
http://www.californiaclosets.com
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7770 Louetta
Located Between 

Champion Forest & Stuebner Airline
Happily serving our customers for over 20 years

281-370-6880
www.showerdoorshouston.com

Shower yourself in

Let us show you the hottest trends
in shower enclosures to enhance

the look of your bathroom

uxury

• We measure/install
• Guaranteed not to leak
• Visit our beautiful showroom

Art & Frame Gallery

Heavy,
frameless

shower 
enclosures.

KEEP IT LOOKING AS GORGEOUS AS THE DAY YOU BOUGHT IT!
ASK ABOUT SHOWERGUARD PROTECTED GLASS.

235 West 19th Street (In The Heights)  � 832.673.0099
www.blisson19th.com

home accents � wall decor 

lighting � specialty cards � frames

crystal � barware � and more!

Distinctive Gifts, Home Decor & More!

European
Elegance

European
Elegance

Paving
Design
713-850-6375
832-607-2266
www.pavedesign.com

3637 W. Alabama • No. 380
Houston, TX 77027

713.627.8970 ph • Since 1972
cabinetsanddesigns.net  

Kitchens • Baths
Entertainment Centers

Home Offices
Closets

Quick delivery options available

MOVING
All Displays 

on Sale

Sales and Installation
9363 Winkler Drive • Houston, TX 77017

713-944-9716 • 713-944-1723 fax

www.masonryglass.com
www.pittsburghcorning.com

Replace your
plain window

with a Custom
Glass Block

Window

Replace your
plain window

with a Custom
Glass Block

Window

http://www.showerdoorshouston.com/
http://www.blisson19th.com/
http://www.pavedesign.com
http://www.cabinetsanddesigns.net
http://www.masonryglass.com
http://www.pittsburghcorning.com
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REMODELING / REDECORATING
IN THE RECESSION + ON A TIGHT BUDGET

By LEIGH BELL

$1,00000 $2,00000

WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR WHAT CAN YOU GET FOR

THE BASICS
EXISTING ART

VINTAGE SOFA, CHAIR 

& COFFEE TABLE

SIMPLE END TABLES

POTTERY

KUBA CLOTH THROW

THE BASICS
EXISTING ART

VINTAGE SOFA, CHAIR 

& COFFEE TABLE

SIMPLE END TABLES

POTTERY

KUBA CLOTH THROW

ADD
DESIGNER CHAIR

FLOOR SCULPTURE

COLORED UPLIGHTS

END TABLES

CARPET TILES

CEILING MOBILE

ADD
DESIGNER CHAIR

FLOOR SCULPTURE

COLORED UPLIGHTS

END TABLES

CARPET TILES

CEILING MOBILE

It’s no easy task, we know. But pocketbooks are thin these days, and if you can’t
afford a new home, the next best thing is a new room in your existing place. 

So, we asked local design professionals to make over a room on a
budget between $1,000-$2,000. And we’re talking about a real
update – not just a new throw pillow and some paint. A true feat,
considering that the average cost to completely remodel a kitchen
is $15,000-$26,000 and $6,500-$11,600 for a bathroom, accord-
ing to the National Kitchen and Bath Association,

Our designers took the challenge and ran with it. Here are their
ideas to refresh a room for $1,000 and $2,000, depending on your
fancy and how greatly your financial portfolio suffered this past
year. 

A caveat: The listed prices are often estimates and reflect savvy
and creative shopping skills at local sales, around resale shops and
online. 

A warning: Paint is mentioned quite a bit because it’s the most
effective way to spruce up your room on a tight budget. 

A treat: The beauty of DIY remodeling is the personal freedom
you have to take this and leave that. Use these lists as a guide to
staying within budget but feel free to add and subtract jobs to
achieve your personal look.



35

LIVING ROOM/FAMILY ROOM/DEN   | CHANDRA STONE, INTERIOR DESIGN

Find posters and frame them
with inexpensive picture frames.
These are from west elm.

Free

CLEAR OUT THE ROOM
AND PLAY WITH IDEAS: 
You might have some hidden
gems you never considered,
either in the room you’re
refreshing or other rooms
around the house.  “Move
things around and try something
new with your existing acces-
sories,” says Colby Weems of
Eclectic Home. “You might be
surprised what a little move-
ment can make.”

ESTABLISH A FOCAL POINT:
Every room should have a cen-
terpiece. “It can be the fireplace
or a great view, which are obvi-
ous, but it can also be a piece of
furniture, such as an armoire or
large painting,” says Chandra
Stone, interior designer. “In
today’s home, the flat-screen
may also be the focal point for
the family.” 

REARRANGE THE FURNI-
TURE INTO A TIGHTER
CONVERSATION GROUP:
Imagine the room with people
in it. What makes sense? “I like
to use approximately 10-12 feet
as the maximum, appropriate
distance across the seating
group, or what interior design-
ers call the ‘arc of conversa-
tion,’” Stone says. 

EDIT PIECES. “Remove a side
table or chair,” says Cari
Brookbanks of Scene One.
“There’s always more than one
way to use the existing furniture
and accessories.”

FIGURE OUT WHAT YOU
NEED: “If you must buy, locate
items in the room that date your
look and focus on replacing
these items,” Weems says. 

FIGURE OUT WHAT YOU
WANT TO KEEP: Choose
things that mean the most to
you or have the most visual
impact in the room, Stone says.
“If there is not a large piece that
might be placed over the fire-
place or console table, that
maybe one of the purchas-
es you need to make,” she
says.

This colorful hand-tufted wool
rug is about $450 from
Overstock.com.

Wall decals like these from 
chiasso.com are an inexpensive
way to add interest to a wall,
Stone says. These decals were
from a larger set, about $38

This Dwell Studio pillow for
Target, about $25, brings a pleas-
ing silhouette to a chair or sofa.

Pillow Company C Starfish
come in an array of colors for
your living room or den, $63
each at Eklektik Home.

What can you get for $1,000?
Houston interior designer Chandra Stone has furnished her own living room
(see photos on opposite page, at left) on a budget buying pre-owned office
furniture—a Florence Knoll sofa and chair purchased from McCoy
Workplace Solution. She reupholstered the pieces with Unica Vaev fabric on
sale for $10 a yard. The end table at right is a Mid-Century Platner chair pur-
chased from Jiminez Contract Services (JCS). She removed the center shelf
of the end table, at left, from Ikea to give it a cleaner square look. The char-
coal-colored vase is from Foelber Pottery.  The African mudcloth draped on
the chair is from her collection of African textiles. Photo by Miro Dvorscak

THE TAB
$125 Florence Knoll sofa & chair purchased used from McCoy
175 New Unica Vaev upholstery fabric for sofa & chair
200 Vintage Platner end table
40 Ikea end table

250 Marble-topped coffee table
100 Charcoal-colored pottery from Foelber Pottery
40 Two purple pillows from Marshall’s
45 African mudcloth throw
25 Murano glass from an English antiques shop

$1,000  (Art on wall she already owned, so not included in total.)

What can you get for $2,000? 
Do the same as in the $1,000 version, and add a designer chair (see 
opposite page, photo at right, bright orange chair to the right of the sofa).
Stone  purchased the chair on sale from the Kravet showroom at the
Decorative Center Houston. To the right of the chair is an end table from
west elm. Interface carpet squares warm up the floor. For more interest in
the room, Stone added an African sculpture and colored uplighting. A
glittery modern star hung from the ceiling was about $30 from the now-
defunct Cities shop on West Alabama.

ADD TO THE $1,000 TAB:
$500 Kravet chair purchased on sale
150 Interface carpet squares
130 West elm end table
250 African sculpture 
30 Uplighting with colored bulbs
30 Ceiling star mobile

$ 1,090 (Different set of Foelber Pottery seen on coffee table)

These are Stone’s recommendations for furnishing your own home 
economically.

ARTWORK $165
Poke around online, especially at museum gift shops where a poster or art
print can run between $10-$100. Add a frame for about $65, and you have
a new piece of art for well under $200. 
*Hint: For a different look, Stone says, frame Kuba cloth, available at Art.com
from $45-$200. 

$1,00000 Option
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AN INTERESTING THROW BLANKET ($20 and up).

REPLACE SWITCH PLATES and electrical-outlet covers, which can “add a
sparkle beyond the regular white ones,” says Ellen Belcher of Smart Start
Spaces. (Switch plates run anywhere from $3.50 to $80ish.)

RECOVER A CHAIR. Depending on the fabric you choose, an armchair –
and sometimes a couch – can be reupholstered for well under $1,000,
Belcher says.

WHATEVER YOU MIGHT FIND AT RESALE SHOPS AND DISCOUNT
STORES. Use your imagine to refinish, repaint or renovate an inexpensive

item to make it your own. “Plus, it’s green,” says Cari Brookbanks of Scene
One. “I really like to re-purpose items as much as possible.”

REFINISH WOOD FLOORS. The investment is larger than some of the
aforementioned ones, but the payoff is great. Brookbanks estimates the
job at roughly $2-$2.50 per square foot, and for a typical 250-square-foot
room, the total is $600. “However,” she warns, “such a project usually
includes adjacent rooms, increasing the cost.” Still, the impact is dramatic,
especially with a new stain color.

Stay in budget: Refinish the floors, rearrange the furniture and throw in a
few accessories. You have a new room.

Do the $1,000.00 option plus … 

INCREASE YOUR ARTWORK BUDGET TO $250.
Pay a little extra for a larger piece, higher quality print or outstanding
frame. 
*Hint: Many artists reproduce their original work in Giclée prints, which
are created digitally using ink-jet printers to give the look of fine art. One
may fit your budget.

PAINT, $220
This is a redecorating “given,” and for good reason. It’s inexpensive
and highly effective. But on a $2,000 budget, you don’t have to DIY.
Good-quality paint costs about $30 per gallon, and Stone estimates,
a room will require two to three gallons for a total of $60-$90. Hire
one painter for one day at $160, and you’re on target.
*Hint: Shop around. Cost for painting varies.

STONE TOP FOR EXISTING FURNITURE, $625
Add a stone top to a table or console for about $50 per square foot

and $75 for delivery. The total comes to $612.50 to top a 42-inch
coffee table and well worth it.
*Hint: Further transform and update the piece by painting or refinishing
the piece itself for about $20.

SPLURGE: Add an interesting ottoman or club chair but budget
about $600.

$2,00000 Option

LIVING ROOM/FAMILY ROOM/DEN   | CHANDRA STONE, INTERIOR DESIGN
RECESSION REDOS 

The print, above, of the Fab Four is from High Fashion Home’s new shipment
of giclee and lithographic prints on canvas ranging from $25 to $330. 

RUG $400
An area rug pulls the room together without much money or effort, and an
usual or funky print or color adds spunk without being obnoxious.
*Hint: Try Overstock.com, where Stone has found 8x10 area rugs from $400-
$1,200. Or she suggests Ikea, where “great” rugs can be had in the $250 range.

WALL DECALS $35
Painting is the most obvious inexpensive makeover, but it’s not required.
Take an alternative route with wall decals that, Stone says, are becoming
“popular and can add a fun element and/or pattern.”
*Hint: Use decals in lieu of wallpaper. Stone likes selections at Chiasso.com or
Etsy.com.

THROW PILLOWS $60
At $20-$40 a piece, it’s hard to go wrong.

SMALL TABLE $120
Look for interesting tables so every chair has a convenient surface.
*Hint: For modern flair, shop for tables and lamps, at office-furniture 
dealers that sell pre-owned wares. This is where Stone found most pieces in
her dining and living rooms.

NEW LAMP $60
A new lamp or two distributes light around the room and “always enhances
good design,” Stone says.
*Hint: Floor lamps are more expensive, so unless you stumble upon a steal, shop
table lamps.

DRAPERY $300
“Adding drapery side panels on an exposed rod can add a new color/texture
to the room,” Stone says.  Let’s say you have three windows. Shopping retail
stores, like Pottery Barn, for the needed materials – panels ($475), rods
($175) and rings ($180) – bring the total above $800. But …  
• Hint: Search import stores for cotton panels, and choose less-expensive hard-
ware, bringing the cost to about $300 – panels ($90), rods ($147) and rings
($60).

CLEAR VASES WITH DECORATION, LIKE 
SEASHELLS $60
Take three cool glass vessels and fill them with something interesting, like
shells, marbles or pine cones. 
*Hint: These things are free, if you want to go hunting, and if you don’t, hit any
arts-and-crafts store for both the vessels and fillings.

Additional touches to consider...
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Do all of the above, plus … 
You can develop your own plan to reinvent your living room with this
guide for pricing options. For instance if you do not need paint or
new drapes you can take $1,050 off the total expenses with this proj-
ect to add other décor or save for another day.

$2,00000 Option

CAROLYN MANICA, ULTRA DESIGN HOMES, LLC | LIVING ROOM/FAMILY ROOM/DEN

Optional Expenses for $2000.00 Budget
1. Paint - Labor and Materials  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 550
2. Lights - Ceiling fan plus installation labor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$350        
3. Decorative items   

Area rug  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $230
Pillows  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50
Decorative reversible throw  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40        

4. Drapery plus rods plus installation labor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 500
5. Realistic silk flowers and green plants

Realistic silk tree large (sale price)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .150        
Flower arrangements  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .130        

Total    $2,000

PAINT, $550 
“A thoughtful selection of wall colors can turn an otherwise drab room into a
show piece,” Manica says. Add some crown molding for a more dramatic look.
*Hint: Don’t forget about the endless wallpaper options available these days.
Wallpaper may be a bit more demanding to apply but worth the effort.

DRAPERY, $500
This amount will cover two large windows. “Utilizing sheers, scarves, suede
and/or silks, you and your decorator can fashion standard drapes into reason-
ably priced customer-design drapery, adding a unique ambiance,” Manica says.
*Hint: A rich fabric with classic design creates a sophisticated, formal look.

$1,00000 Option
LIGHTS, $350
Add a ceiling fan with a large alabaster bowl or switch up the look with a
chandelier ($200 each). Supplement with two indirect light sconces and a
dimmer switch.

DECORATIVE ITEMS, $230
Of course, you can use this budgeted amount to add any touches, but
Manica suggests a few items she found on sale: an area sitting rug ($50); a
resin wicker chair ($100); two two-tone silk pillows ($10 each); and a
reversible throw ($40).  Other options include a new bench – with storage
is a bonus – or one new chair to “make a fast transformation.” 

FLORALS AND PLANTS, $270
“A splash of green or color – a simple or elaborate flower arrangement – can
sweeten a room,” Manica says. She suggests the following: one large, realis-
tic silk palm tree ($150), one medium plant or pot of flowers ($50), and one
flower arrangement ($120).
*Hint: Make your own arrangements with store-bought faux elements. Change
with the season for a fresh look. A ceiling fan with alabster bowl brings a formal look to this living

room by Ultra Design. 

For this home office, Manica
specified a silk banana tree
and fern. 

These York Wallcoverings
designed by HGTV’s Candice
Olson are available through
Sherwin Williams paint stores.

Robert Allen
Blome drapery
hardware is a
splurge, but it
dresses up a win-
dow beautifully.
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LIVING ROOM/FAMILY ROOM/DEN | COLBY WEEMS, ECLECTIC HOME
RECESSION REDOS 

Do all of the above, plus … 

PAINTING LABOR,
$400
Paint is still important, but
indulge in outsourcing.

ARTWORK OR 
MIRROR, $300
“Why not double the art budg-
et?” Weems says. “Add some
more art or a great mirror.”

RUG, $300
What to look for? Good texture
and something that will blend
with your evolving design tastes
and addition of new items. 

$2,00000 Option

$1,00000 Option
PAINT AND SUPPLIES, $100
“Paint, paint, paint – one item that changes a room the most,” Weems says.
*Hint: For this budget, it’s better to DIY.

ACCESSORIES, $50
Choose items that have good scale and effectiveness for the price, such as wax
battery candles (no mess) or vases and bowls filled with colorful rocks and/or
gravel. 
*Hint: “If you already have a good inventory, buy accessories for your accessories like
a tray for votives or a riser for your favorite vase,” he says.

TWO LAMPS, $500 
Weems opts for higher-quality lighting, whether it’s classical or modern.
“Something that will stand the test of time,” he says. “Lighting is important –
it can make a room.”

ONE OR TWO THROW PILLOWS, $50
Stay within a realistic price range. Chances are you’ll eventually tire of the pat-
tern or color or pattern and want to refresh your look later with replacements. 

ARTWORK, $300 
Weems urges “give up the poster art and invest in a nice, decorative piece of
art.”
*Hint: Choose art you like, not what matches. 

LEFT: Color is one of the least expensive ways to transform a room. Imagine
this room in white; it’s more soothing in Sherwin-Williams’ new palette, “Local
Momentum.” Walls are SW7726 “Lemon Verbena.” Accessories, too, make
this room. Weems suggests trays for grouping votives and candles.

Invest in good art, Weems says. This piece hangs on a wall painted
Pittsburgh Paint’s “Journey.”

This colorful bamboo rug
from Pier 1 is only $35.
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ARE YOUR WINDOWS THE
BIGGEST SINGLE ENERGY
WASTER IN YOUR HOME?

Mayeco
Magnetic Interior Insulating Windows

• Deadens Outside Noise
• Greatly Reduces Heat Through Windows
• Lowers Energy Costs
• Stops/Prevents Ultraviolet Fading of Drapes/Furnishings
• Quick Payback on Investment

Here’s What the Magnetic® Window System 
Does For YOUR Home...

1-800-627-8061

713.880.1919

F L O W E R S A N D A C C E S S O R I E S

F O R W E D D I N G S A N D E V E N T S

24 HOUR SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS
Cooling and Heating Houston Since 1982  •  Bryan/College Station Since 1985

TACLA-681C

Don’t do it the hard way, 
do it the EASI way.

Call the EASI Guys and Gals

713-680-EASI • www.environmentalair.com

2007 Winner ®

COMMERCIAL A/C, HEATING & REFRIGERATION

• Customized maintenance agreements

• Service when you need it 24/7

• Operators on duty 24/7

• Commercial Refrigeration and Process Cooling

• All technicians registered by Texas
Department of Licensing and Regulation

• All employees drug tested and background Checked

• Members of the BBB and ACCA

Chillers • Boilers • Rooftop Package Units • Split Systems • Cooling Towers

http://www.frogathome.com
http://www.environmentalair.com
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BATHROOM | JOETTA MOULDEN, SHELTERSTYLE.COM, LLC
RECESSION REDOS 

“Keep existing low vanity cabinet and splurge on a pre-fab counter-
top, high-end sink vessel, taller faucet and new drawer pulls,”
Moulden suggests. “Paint to get the most bang for your buck.
Hopefully, the floor is usable.”

KOHLER SINK VESSEL, $300

TALLER KOHLER FAUCET, $450

PAINT, $200

QUARTZ OR GRANITE PRE-FAB COUNTERTOP, $400

SPLURGE NOT IN BUDGET, BUT CONSIDER THIS: 
SIT BACK A MINUTE AND PAY FOR LABOR, $950

$2,00000 Option

$1,00000 Option
UPDATE HARDWARE, UNDER $10 (DIY)
If existing hardware is in good condition and attractive, remove and spray it
with paint, like Krylon Premium Original Chrome ($3.47 at Hobby Lobby).
*Hint: Replacing hardware costs about $70 and is feasible, if you wish to cut costs
elsewhere.

PAINT/STAIN FOR CABINETS AND WALLS, $100 (DIY)
Again, the power of paint.

KNOBS AND/OR DRAWER PULLS, $75

BATHROOM VANITY, ($149-$180)
Moulden offers two options. 
Replace the vanity and all its elements with: IKEA’s “Flaren” vanity ($149);
“Ensen” bath faucet ($49); and Höllviken sink ($80). 

Or keep the existing sink and upgrade to a granite vanity top from Home
Depot ($175.50).

LIGHT FIXTURE, $100

TILE FLOOR, $440 AND UP
Moulden again suggests Home Depot for this job. She found a tile floor there
for $447.

See how paint changes the vibe in this bathroom. At left, Benjamin Moore’s
“Pumpkin Blush” revs up the rooms energy; at right, Benjamin Moore’s
“Blue Seafoam” keeps it cool.

Have a beach house or
sea-themed bathroom?
These pulls by Modern
Objects are available
through Architectural
Design Resource in
Houston. Seahorse pulls
are $14 each; sandol-
lars, $25; large shells,
$37; large starfish, $28.

In this bathroom redo by
Moulden, all the  elements
are from IKEA: a “Flaren”
vanity, “Ensen” faucet and
“Höllviken sink. 

DwellStudio’s “Garden Blossom” shower
curtain is $73. Kuhl-Linscomb carries
DwellStudio products

More to consider …
Easily and affordably spruce up the bath with NEW TOWELS
AND BATH RUGS in an updated print or color.

A MODERNIZED SHOWER CURTAIN can hide an ugly tub
and effortlessly update the bath.

ADD AN UPDATED MEDICINE CABINET, like the Elite
Home Fashions Chesterfield from Sears for $75.

REPLACE THE MIRROR with a fresh look, like the Blomus
Brushed Stainless Steel Round Bathroom Mirror from www.kitchen-
source.com for under $100.
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What if you couldn't pay your mortgage
due to sickness, injury or disability?

Protect your most 

valuable asset...the 

ability to earn income.

A disability income policy can provide a tax-free monthly benefit that is
used to pay your mortgage if you become sick, hurt or unable to work.

Find out more 713-436-8640 • www.Best-DirectInsure.com

BOUTROS CONSTRUCTION
A L L P H A S E S O F H O M E R E M O D E L I N G

OVER 11 YEARS EXPERIENCE • 713-587-0000 • WWW.BOUTROSCONSTRUCTION.COM

WINE CELLARS
CUSTOM BUILT

• In Your Home
• In Your Business

����CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING

281.802.2488

www.suncraftdesign.com

CUSTOMIZING SPECIALISTS 
FOR 35 YEARS

MASTER CARPENTER 
AND CABINET MAKERS

DESIGN
SERVICES

Texas Licensed Contractor

DESIGN BUILD INC.

BEAUTIFUL POOLSBEAUTIFUL POOLS at affordable
prices

www.reflectionpoolsandspas.com

REFLECTION
POOLS & SPAS
Office . . . . . . 713.559.1100
Houston • Dallas • Beaumont
Cell . . . . . . . 832.755.2341

A M S R E M O D E L I N G

Transforming Your Dreams...Into Reality!

Custom Homes
Room Additions

Garages • Kitchen
Bathrooms

Hardie Siding
Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATES

713-680-2019
www.amsremodeling.com

Buy Where The Contractors Buy

713-995-8453
59 South @ Bissonnet

713-943-7171
45 South @ Airport

• Ceramic     • Granite    • Marble      • Travertine  
• Porcelain  • Slate      • Granite Countertops

QUALITY
TILE, MARBLE & GRANITE

Wholesale & Retail

832-250-7328 Cell 
Now Open For Katy & Memorial Residents

Email: Qtiles@sbcglobal.net  • Monday-Saturday 8:00am to 7:00pm   • Se Habla Español

Slate
Starts At 99¢ 

Ceramic
Starts At 69¢ 

281-405-8383
9825 Airline

4”x4” Wall Tile.......7¢ 
6”x6” Wall Tile.....14¢
Countertops $9.00sq. ft.

2000 Sam Houston Pkwy. @ I-10 • 713-465-8453

NEVER PAINT YOUR HOME AGAIN!

Call Liquid Siding of Greater Houston  •  281-912-1151  •  www.liquidsiding.com

25 Year
Warranty

GRIFFITH WOODWERKS

When quality craftsmanship is your first concern
832-375-1050

2519 Bammel Timbers • Houston
� Home Theaters
� Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinets
� Refinishing & Refacing
� Custom Built-Ins
� Unique Furniture Designs

Since 1987

www.griffithwoodwerks.com

•Carpet Cleaning
•Tile & Grout Cleaning 
•General 

Maintenance
713-827-7020 • www.txunlimitedcleaning.com

TEXAS UNLIMITED CLEANING

LONE � STAR
HOME REMODELING

All Work Guaranteed
Licensed & Insured

Residential & Commercial

713.271.6245 • FREE ESTIMATES

AA  TTRRUUSSTTEEDD  NNAAMMEE  IINN  TTEEXXAASS
FFOORR  2255  YYEEAARRSS!!

Room Additions 
Garage Convertions 
Fences • Decks 
Patio Covers • Ceramic Tile
Painting • Wall Coverings
Sheet Rock Repair & Texturing 
Hardi Plank • Roofing

29 Years of Excellence
Plantation • Traditional • Exterior • Wood Blinds

Shutters Reapainted & Repaired

281-441-7998
15120 Lee Road, Suite #614 • fax 281-441-7020

www.americanshutters.net

American Shutter Company

Beauty • Elegance • Style
Q U A L I T Y  C U S T O M  S H U T T E R S

Free Quotes
By Phone or In Home

License #: TPCL-9168

http://www.best-directinsure.com
http://www.boutrosconstruction.com
http://www.suncraftdesign.com
http://www.reflectionpoolsandspas.com/
http://www.amsremodeling.com
http://www.americanshutters.net
http://www.txunlimitedcleaning.com
http://www.griffithwoodwerks.com
http://www.liquidsiding.com


NEW HARDWARE, $150-$200
Find good-quality and good-looking knobs and/or pulls for cabinets and
drawers.

KITCHEN FAUCET, $200
You’d be surprised how it can refresh a kitchen, and these days, the selections
are endless. 

PAINT OR WALLPAPER CABINET INTERIORS, $100
Remove the doors and cover a few cabinet interiors with a paint shade or fun
wallpaper that complements your new walls. “While it requires a bit more
organization to keep the cabinets looking neat, it can be a fun look,”
Brookbanks says.
*Hint: Apply to upper cabinets, not the entire kitchen.

PAINT, $150
It’s the No. 1 recommendation for a fresh look, Brookbanks says. 
*Hint: Do it yourself for $150, but if you can’t bear the task, take on another
$200-$300 to hire a professional.

TWO NEW LIGHT 
FIXTURES, $250

READY-MADE 
WINDOW 
COVERINGS, $100 
(depending the number of
windows)
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KITCHEN | CARI BROOKBANKS, SCENE ONE

CHANDRA STONE, INTERIOR DESIGN

RECESSION REDOS 

Free

DETERMINE YOUR GOALS for
both the kitchen’s use and aes-
thetics. Utility is key in the
kitchen.

ASSESS, ASSESS, ASSESS.
What hidden treasures do you
already have in your house? A
beautiful serving plate, China,
set of glasses or the like that
could be used for display?

DON’T BE AFRAID to pull from
other rooms. Get creative.

CLEAR OUT EVERYTHING
THAT IS OUTDATED. “Take
down that ugly light fixture,
remove old hardware, and
donate old and dated acces-
sories and furnishings,” says
Nancy Charbonneau of
Woodland Fabrics and Interiors.
“Having nothing is better than
having something distract from
the space and your overall
style.”

PROFESSIONALLY PAINT KITCHEN AND CABI-
NETS, $1,500-$1,800
“It’s not an inexpensive project on a limited budget,” Brookbanks says.
But it does transform the kitchen.

DECORATIVE HARDWARE, $150-$200

$2,00000 Option

$1,00000 Option

$1,00000 Option
BACKSPLASH SYSTEM, $60
This is an organizational system that attaches to the wall to add style and organ-
ization to a kitchen. Systems range in price and complexity. $59 from
Pottery Barn 

WINDOW TREATMENT, $120
Price includes two tea towels for $25 each (can be found for less), a rod at $49,
and two packs of rings for about $10 each. “A new window treatment adds color
and visual control in the kitchen,” Stone says. She suggests turning estate linens
or tea towels into a fun curtain with clip-on rings and a rod. 

EXCHANGE SOLID CABINET DOORS FOR GLASS ONES,
$150 (DIY)
Replacing solid fronts for glass doors is less expensive than repainting or re-stain-
ing cabinets. The frames of some cabinet doors, like raised-panel and flat-panel
doors, can be modified to accommodate glass.
*Hint: For DIY instructions, visit www.ehow.com/how_4844150_glass-cabinet-
doors.html. Or, Sears also offers the service, Stone adds.

TASK LIGHTING, $500-$700 (for six under-cabinet lights) “Adding
under-cabinet lighting helps put the light where the work takes place,”
Stone says. She prefers Xenon lamps, which are sold at local hardware
stores and cost between $35-$120, depending on size and type. For profes-
sional installation, estimate four hours of work at $70 per hour.

SLIP COVERS TO SEATING, $520
Cover barstools or dining chairs to add color and texture to the kitchen.
Nice slipcovers start about $130, Stone says. 
*Hint: Seat cushions for wood chairs have a similar effect for less money –
about $10 each.

AREA RUG/RUNNER, $50 
Add it for more color and texture. 
*Hint: Look at stain-resistant indoor/outdoor rugs to survive those cooking spills
and splashes. “The designs have come a long way in the last couple of years,”
Stone says.

PLATES, $75 FOR FIVE
“Plates are one of my favorite items to use for decoration in a kitchen,”
Stone says. “Pull out Grandmother’s dishes and pick the most interesting
ones.” Nothing on hand? Go antique shopping, paint your own at stores
like Purple Glaze, or hit discount stores like TJ Maxx or Marshalls for inex-
pensive but decorative dishes. 
*Hint: Buy some affordable, solid plates at IKEA and paint them at home.

A dainty iron chandelier brings
charm to this breakfast room off a
kitchen. Paint on windowsills, walls
and floor is from Pittsburgh Paints’
Vintage collection.
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WESTWOOD 
FENCE 

COMPANY, INC.

WESTWOOD 
FENCE 

COMPANY, INC.

Wood & 
Ornamental Fences

Wood & 
Ornamental Fences
�   �

6101 E. Houston Rd, Houston, TX  77028
(713) 674-3277 • (713) 674-6907 Fax

westwoodfencecoinc@comcast.net

We 
tear 
down and 
haul off old 
fences!
Free Estimates
Se habla Español

FLOOR DECOR

ALL MAJOR BRANDS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

National 
Wood Flooring
Association

Member 713-977-6382
3416 Fondren Rd • Se Habla Español

CARPET • HARD WOOD • LAMINATE • STONE/TILE • COUNTERTOPS

Houston’s premier builder of 
no-maintenance patio covers offers 

the best price and service in your area. 
View our gallery to see over 200 

pictures of actual projects we have
installed for the discriminating 

homeowners and builders throughout 
Southeast Texas. Call today! 
Free estimates and design.

Made in the Shade, llc.        281-330-8399

Visitshademypatio.com

FOR THOSE WHO ARE CUT 
FROM A DIFFERENT CLOTH

Extensive Selection of Furniture &
Accessories From Around the World

281-347-5289 • www.tistashome.com
403 W. Grand Parkway S., Katy  • Mon--Sat 10-7

Family Owned & Operated

Reclaimed Woods l Hammered Copper
Staging & Rearranging l Luxury Mattresses 

Over 5,000 Custom Fabrics
Complimentary Design Service

Free 1-hour in-home 
design consultaton–

a $200 Value

713-466-1551
5829 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. North

Suite 801
innovativeskylights.com

Upgrade to VELUX®

and $ave Energy

Certified Installation

Call for Free Estimates

SKYLIGHTS 
AND 

SUNTUNNELS

NEW & REPLACEMENT

CREATING A MORE BEAUTIFUL HOME 
& PROTECTING YOUR INVESTMENT! 

James Hardie Siding for long-lasting 
protection on the outside of your home.

Reduce energy bills and give your home more
“curb appeal” with Replacement Windows.

Best Investments
281-852-1866

Best-Investments.com

Remodel with 
Confidence.

Get The Right Tools For The Job.
Get A Qualified Contractor.

For a copy of our 2008
Membership Directory

Resource Guide for
homeowners, call the

NARI  Houston office
at  713.621.NARI

www.NARIhouston.com

2009 CoTY AWARD WINNER

2006-2008 
Award for Excellence
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10205 Sweetwater
I-45 @ West Rd.
281.931.0100

Vikki Vines #6153 12%bp

http://www.innovativeskylights.com
http://www.best-investments.com
http://www.shademypatio.com
http://www.tistashome.com
http://www.galleryauctions.com
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Do the above, plus …

TRADE UP ON THE BACKSPLASH, $316
Buy more refined system from Hafele. See www.hafele.com. 

CHANGE CEILING LIGHTING, $318
Stone suggests shopping locally and online for a “Tech rail light” (about
$180) that can professionally wired into a J-Box in the ceiling.

SPLURGE ON WINDOWS, $350
Add a new plantation shutter. 

HAVE GLASS CABINET DOORS PROFESSIONALLY
INSTALLED, $750
Expect to pay at least $350 per door.

PENDANT LIGHT FIXTURE, $200
Adds spice and spark to the room, something Stone calls “jewelry.”

$2,00000 Option

More to consider …
ACCESSORIES: Nancy Charbonneau of Woodlands Fabrics & Interiors
recently worked on a kitchen with a $2,000 budget and refreshed the entire
space using accessories. “I suggested to the client that we start with accessoriz-
ing to make an immediate impact and then develop a plan for future wants
and needs,” Charbonneau says. “We simply accessorized this very large
kitchen, and wow, what a difference it made. 

MIRRORS brighten and expand the kitchen, while giving personality at a
reasonable price.

BRING IN THE OUTSIDE WITH PLANTS. Hang from a bare ceil-
ing or use silk plants for above-the-cabinet touches.

KITCHEN | CHANDRA STONE, INTERIOR DESIGN
RECESSION REDOS 

A new kitchen sink perks up the kitchen.
This one, which resembles granite, is a
Blanco Silgranit Diamond Double sink,
$526. Some Silgranit sinks start at $350.
Available through Morrison Supply Co. 
and Westheimer Plumbing & Hardware. 

LEFT: Coral pine pendant from Design Within Reach, $425.

The Pros

ELLEN BELCHER, AKBD, CAPS,
allied member ASID
Smart Start Spaces, The Woodlands
281.904.0549

CARI BROOKBANKS
Scene One Interiors
7026 Old Katy Road
713.895.8686

NANCY CHARBONNEAU
Woodlands Fabrics & Interiors
473 Sawdust Road, Spring
281.419.0419

CAROLYN MANICA, LLC
Ultra Design Home
9597 Jones Road
281.469.2846

JOETTA MOULDEN, LLC
9337-B Katy Freeway
713.461.2063
www.shelterstyle.com 

CHANDRA STONE, ASID
Decorative Center Houston
5120 Woodway
713.622.4455
www.chandrastone.com 

COLBY WEEMS
Eclectic Home
345 W. 19th St.
713.869.1414

Resources
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
RESOURCE
713.877.8366

DESIGN WITHIN REACH
713.522.3609

EKLEKTIK INTERIORS
281.379.2755

HAFELE
Westheimer Plumbing & Hardware
713.942.9519

HIGH FASHION HOME
713.528.3838

LIGHTING GALLERY INC.
281.444.9299

KOHLER
Multiple dealers
Also available through Home Depot
www.kohler.com

KUHL-LINSCOMB
713.526.6000

PIER I
Multiple locations
www.pier1.com

POTTERY BARN
Multiple locations
www.potterybarn.com

ROBERT ALLEN/BEACON HILL
SHOWROOM
713.439.0200

SMITH & HAWKEN
Multiple locations
www.smithandhawken.com 

WEST ELM
713.623.2422

WITH DESIGN IN MIND
713.463.6060

www.art.com
www.ballarddesigns.com 
www.benjaminmoore.com
www.builderdepot.com 
www.chiasso.com 
www.ehow.com  
www.etsy.com 
www.hobbylobby.com
www.homedepot.com
www.kitchensource,com 
www.lowes.com
www.overstock.com 
www.pittsburghpaints.com
www.sherwinwilliams.com
www.target.com



One who arranges detail, form & color

$500
ROOM

MAKEOVER
Ask me how!
2 8 1 - 6 5 5 - 4 2 8 8

www.onidesigns.com 

Oni Roberts

Custom Rug Work Room
Wall-to-Wall Carpet  • Binding Service

3130 Rogerdale Rd., Suite 150 • www.rubinscustomrugs.com

7 1 3 . 7 8 4 . 1 1 8 0

R U B I N ’ S
Custom Rugs and Fine CarpetCustom Rugs and Fine Carpet

www.sun-fun.com

Since 1982

Screen-enclosed
patios, porches 

& pools are 
well-ventilated

areas that 
resist pests

and are easier 
to maintain.

281-499-8823 

Sun • Fun
Enclosures

Sun•Fun
Enclosures

KEEP THE
MOSQUITOES  

OUT!

Antique Pine, Aromatic Cedar, Ash, B. E. Maple, Basswood, Birch, Bloodwood, Bocote,
Bubinga, Cherry, Cocobola, Curly Maple, Cypress, Lacewood, Mahogany, Maple,

Mesquite, Mexican Rosewood, Oak, Padouk, Pecan, Purpleheart, Poplar, 
Spanish Cedar, Sycamore, Teak, Walnut, Wenge, Zebrawood and More

Open 7:30-5:00 M-F; 8:30-12:00 Sat.

Quality Domestic & Imported Plywood (Interior & Marine)
Edgebanding & Veneer Sheets • Butcher Block Tops

Flooring • Moulding • MDF & Melamine

www.houstonhardwoods.com

Specializing In Hardwood Lumber, Plywood and Moulding.
PERSONAL SERVICE 
PROMPT DELIVERY

On-Site Custom Moulding & Planing

713-686-6176
Fax 713-686-3217
4910 W 34th St.

281-469-2846 • www.UltraDesignHomes.com

Fine Quality Custom 
Homes & Remodeling

- Specialty-Luxury Waterfront Homes
- Interior Decoration & Renovations
- Kitchens • Baths • Paint • Floors • etc.
- TX Certified Builder • GHBA • BBB

texas decks, etc.
Specializing 
in custom 
outdoor 

living spaces.
Call today 
for a free 
in-home 

consultation.

713•697•3446 • www.texasdecksetc.com

• Ultrawood Decks
• Shade Arbors & Gazebos

• Composite Lumber Decks
• Portable & In-Ground Spas

Since 1979

713-869-3457

River Oaks Quality at 
National Street Prices

Cabinet
Sales, Inc.

1200 National Street
Near Downtown

Se Habla Español

T-F; 8:30-4:00
Sat.; 8:30-12:00

Cabinets in Stock 

45

http://www.onidesigns.com
http://www.rubinscustomrugs.com
http://www.sun-fun.com
http://www.houstonhardwoods.com
http://www.ultradesignhomes.com
http://www.texasdecksetc.com
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208 McCown, Montgomery, TX
936-444-3248

Savvy Antiques & Décor
Country French & European primitives 
and accessories. Unique items at great

prices for the savvy shopper.

Wed. - Sat. 10:00 - 5:00 Sun. 12:00 - 5:00

Pools  & Spas
Remodeling
Decks
Patios
Landscaping
Fences
Pavilions

apexrc@comcast.net 713-498-3445 www.houstonapexremodeling.com

APEX REMODELING & CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions

Kitchen Remodeling
Bathroom Remodeling

Patio Covers
Complete Home Remodeling

Fully Licensed • Fully Insured • Texas State Registered Builder

We Do Windows
..and Doors

Personalized Service at Affordable Prices
Call Nelson Fisher for estimates, brochures or more details.

Prices gladly quoted by phone.

Texas Windows & Doors Inc.
908 Town & Country Blvd. #120

713-984-7543
www.texaswindowsanddoors.net

Replacement Window Specialist • Since 1985

BOB JACKSON
PA I N T I N G  &  R E M O D E L I N G

713.464.2600

Specializing in:
• Kitchens & Baths 
• Flooring  • Granite Countertops 
• Interior & Exterior Painting • Siding
• Faux Finishes • Interior & Exterior Carpentry
• Outdoor Kitchens & Decks

Native Texas Landscape
Design & Construction

Patio Covers • Flagstone Patios
Outdoor Kitchens • Firepits 
Waterfalls • Retaining Walls
Disaster Cleanup • Fences

Complete Landscape Design and
Installation Including Irrigation

Insured • 100% Guaranteed

281-687-7512 • www.NativeTexasLandscape.com281-687-7512 • www.NativeTexasLandscape.com
Servicing: North Houston • Spring • Woodlands• Conroe Wes & Rhonda Hackney, Owners

CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING

281.802.2488

www.suncraftdesign.com

RESIDENTIAL
•Custom Homes  •Remodeling 
•Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinets

•Additions •Framing
•Green Building 

COMMERCIAL
•Commercial Build Outs
•Remodeling •Concrete
•Small or Large Projects

CUSTOMIZING SPECIALISTS 
FOR 35 YEARS

MASTER CARPENTER 
AND CABINET MAKERS

DESIGN
SERVICES

Texas Licensed Contractor

DESIGN BUILD INC.

35th ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF GLASS AND

ANTIQUE SHOW & SALE

FORT BEND COUNTY
FAIRGROUNDS

US 59 to Hwy 36 South, 1/2 mile -
Rosenberg,TX

INFORMATION:
Lenette Heideman, 281-342-4876 or

Mark Church, 713-729-4267
www.houstonglassclub.org

Admission $10.00 Fri. (Good All 3 Days)

$6.00 Sat. & Sun.
HOUSTON GLASS CLUB

American Depression Era Glass - Elegant Glass - Kitchenware - American Dinnerware - Pottery

AUGUST 
14th, 15th & 16th, 2009
Friday Preview 2pm-7pm

Sat. 10am-5pm Sun. 11am-4pm

Take an ordinary journey 
to an extraordinary place

15635 FM 2920 • Tomball, Texas 77377
www.arborgate.com • 281-351-8851

The Arbor Gate

BEAUTIFUL POOLSBEAUTIFUL POOLS at affordable
prices

www.reflectionpoolsandspas.com

REFLECTION
POOLS & SPAS
Office . . . . . . 713.559.1100
Houston • Dallas • Beaumont
Cell . . . . . . . 832.755.2341

FREE ESTIMATES • LET US SAVE YOU MONEY!

1331 Seamist Dr. • Houston, TX 77008 • 713.868.1021 • www.PaylessInsulation.com

R8 Cotton Insulated

®

HEALTHY GREEN
PRODUCTS

INSULATION • ACOUSTICAL • REMOVAL
COTTON - INSULATION/DUCTS/WRAP

Tired of Mulching?

High 

quality, safe,

long-lasting

product. 

DS Supply Inc.DS Supply Inc.
713.802.2333

7250 Wynnpark
Houston, TX 77008

www.internationalmulch.com

http://www.suncraftdesign.com
http://www.realitypoolshouston.com
http://www.houstonglassclub.org
http://www.houstonapexremodeling.com/
http://www.arborgate.com
http://www.texaswindowsanddoors.net/
http://www.reflectionpoolsandspas.com/
http://www.paylessinsulation.com
http://www.nativetexaslandscape.com
http://www.internationalmulch.com


ROOM ADDITION
A To Z

REMODELING
Kitchen & Bathroom Specialist

ECO CONSTRUCTION

PATIO
COVERS

FINANCING AVAILABLE

FREEESTIMATES

Aluminum &
Composition

Call George @ 281-685-8657
www.1ecoconstruction.com Hablamos Español

METAL
BUILDINGS

We offer high quality all wood
oak, maple & cherry kitchen
cabinets at DISCOUNT PRICES.

AFFORDABLE HIGH QUALITY KITCHEN CABINETS

Granting your kitchen wishes. 
Come visit our showroom 

2400 W. 34th St.

Call today
713-956-9595

www.kitchenandbathwizards.com

R-64

(#1 For Shedding Pine Needles)

www.guttermaxx.com/index17.htm

Total Renovations:
Decking • Tile • Resurface • Waterfalls

Call now for a free estimate

www.competitionpools.com
281-955-8114281-955-8114

HOUSTON’S PREMIER POOL REMODELER SINCE 1982
Pool Remodeling SpecialistsPool Remodeling Specialists

CREATIVE CONTOURS
LANDSCAPE CO.

CREATIVE CONTOURS
LANDSCAPE CO.

• Landscape Lighting
• Sprinkler Systems
• Soil pH Testing
• Design 
• Installation

• Underground 
Drainage Systems

• Brick, Brick Paver,
& Stone Patios

• Landscape

Russell Budnick
Grad. Texas A&M

713-723-9318713-723-9318
www.creativecontourslandscapingLLC.com

$50 OFF With This Ad

713.666.3633Office

281.686.1940 Cell

Jim Norman
We Appreciate Your Business

ROOFING
Deal

with

Jim

37 YEARS AS 

A HOUSTON

CONTRACTOR

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

REMODELING

homeofficehouston.com
713-440-7990

Bonded & Insured
References • Free Estimates

Professional Services
Roofing

PAINTING&
SHEETROCK

Carpentry - Ceramic Tile
MOVING SERVICES

20% Off Any Service 
HANDYMAN-CONTRACTOR

Skylights•Sun Tunnels•Solar Roof Vents

713-466-1551
5829 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N. • Suite 801
InnovativeSkylights.com • SolarRoofVent.com

WINE CELLARS BY BOB JACKSON
PREMIUM 

REDWOOD SYSTEMS

713-464-2600713-464-2600

WINE CELLARS BY BOB JACKSON

•Climate Controlled 
•Custom Designed to Fit Your Needs or Space

•Closet Conversions 
•Cabinetry & Racks 

•Wine Cooling Systems

Authorized BioGuard Dealer
Pest Control Products

Lawn Fertilizer
Goggles and Floats

Professional pest control products available to the public
Steve Lacy

22129 Katy Freeway 
Katy, Texas 77450 Phone (281) 392-3030

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. (9-6) 
Sat. (9-4) • Sun. (12-4) • Wed. (Closed)

Expert Remodeling 
and Restoration
Brick, Stone, Glass Blocks,
Brick Staining Paver Designs,
Brick Fences & Columns

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured
Call (281) 558-1828 
for a Free Estimate
www.brick-restoration.com

We Restore Bricks 
to Original Beauty

Since 1993

281.794.4830

• Design Makeovers for Home & Office
• New Construction & Remodeling
• Window Treatments, Furniture, 

Art & Accessories
• Feng Shui & Color Consultations

As seen on Great Day
Houston and Fox!

GOLD

w w w . r o o m r e d o . c o mPamela O’Brien

Upgrade Your Style Today!Upgrade Your Style Today!

• Custom Drapes
• Slip Covers
• Cornices
• Bedding

• Mini Blinds
• Custom Furniture
• Shades
• Pillows

Fine Quality • Great Prices • Work Done on Premises
Open to the Public • Trade Welcome

Serving Southwest Houston & Fort Bend County

’Sophies Upholstery
& Draperies

11925 Southwest Fwy. #2 • 281.879.6300

JC Builders
One Stop Shop

• Room Additions 
• Flooring    • Stucco 
• Patio Covers  • Roofing

832.258.5986      832.785.0297
www.jcbuilds.com

FREEESTIMATES

Serving Texas and the U.S.

Color Hardeners • Releases • Acid Stains • Premium Sealers 
Polyurethanes • Counter Top Mix • Self Leveling Overlays • Stamps

Tools • Training & Support • Seminars • Furniture Molds • Integral Colors

8310 Castleford St. #250 • Houston, TX 77040
713-462-8884 • www.decorativecs.com 

Your Complete 
Concrete Renovation

Company

Your Complete 
Concrete Renovation

Company

www.allconcretecoatings.com 

• Decorative Spray Texture
• Stampoverlays
• Acid Staining
• Concrete Sealers
• Anti Slip Applications
• Garage Floor Finishes
• Decorative Concrete Repair 

Call For A FREE Estimate!
281-528-7600

http://www.1ecoconstruction.com
http://www.kitchenandbathwizards.com


AFFORDABLE CUSTOM IRON WORK
Custom Iron Work

Stairs • Doors • Gates • Fences

Call 713-957-1820 • www.rabata.com

EVERIC POOL PLASTERING
C O M P L E T E  P O O L  R E M O D E L I N G

713-728-9941
www.evericpoolplastering.com

Insured For Your Convenience

The Blind Man
Our Prices Won’t Make You Shutter!

Phone 281-537-1738
Free Advice, Estimates and Installation

www.theblindman.net

w w w . b r a z o s b e n d t r e e f a r m . c o m

BRAZOS BEND TREE FARM
Quality Container Grown Trees

23111 FM 1462  Damon, TX • 979-553-3441 • 979-553-3756 fax

Open 
To The 
Public

Open 
To The 
Public

BUY
FARM
DIRECT
AND 
SAVE

BUY
FARM
DIRECT
AND 
SAVE

Residential
Interior, Exterior, Faux Finishes 

Cabinet Refinishing

832-435-7845
25+ Years
Serving
North

Houston

Peggy’s Services &
Hazel’s Custom Drapes, LLC

Over 45 Years Experience

281.345.0077 • www.peggyservices.com
Specialized Services:

• Custom Drapes • Blinds • Shutters 
• Window Film • and Much more!

“Combining The Best...Continuing The Tradition”

Peggy Robinson Interior Decorator

Residential & Commercial Maid Services
Office, Make-Ready, New Construction & House Cleaning

SPECIALIZING IN AMERICAN ANTIQUES
Spindle Back Chairs � Round Pedestal Tables 

China Cabinets � Hall Trees � Kitchen Cabinets � Beds
Dressers � Wicker � Glassware � Light Fixtures � Trunks

www.randfantiques.com

912 Yale Street
North of I-10 in “The Heights”

713-861-7750 
Wed - Sat: 10:00 - 5:30 � Sun - Tues: By Chance or Appt.

We Do ESTATE SALES
Call Us!

13501 Oak Hollow Dr. • Cypress, TX 77429
281-477-8822 • www.brownbearsbasket.com

Brown Bear’s Basket
Antiques, Collectibles & More

281-821-2900281-821-2900
BEST QUALITY • BEST PRICES

• Gutters
• Shutters
• Siding
• Kitchens
• Counter Tops

• Bathrooms
• Granite-Marble
• Carpets
• Cleaning
• Restretch

• Painting
• Drywall
• Carpentry
• Cabinets
• Roofing

• Tile-Wood
• Brick-Concrete
• Pools & Decking
• Decking
• Sprinklers
• Landscaping

BESTCARE HOME SERVICESBESTCARE HOME SERVICES

- INSURED -

CREATIVE IMPROVEMENTS, LLC.
Residential & Commercial

Room Additions • Roofing • Painting • Carpentry • Electrical • Plumbing 
Doors • Siding • Decks • Interior & Exterior Repairs.

Remodel Kitchens and Bathrooms. Granite Countertops.

FREE ESTIMATES
281-804-3108 Phone

REFERRALS AVAILALBE
www.creativeimprovementsllc.com

ENERGY SAVING SOLAR SCREENS
Lifetime Warranty • FREE Estimates

Vinyl Replacement Windows
Custom Made • Maintenance Free

LowE Energy Saving
Insulated Glass • Solar Screens

Security Storm Windows

Call Now! 713.290.02476010 W. 34th St. Unit 0
Houston, Texas  77064

“Quality You Can Trust - One Call Does It All”
Family Owned & Operated

22 Years Exp. Complete Home Repairs
� Painting Interior & Exterior
� Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
� Cultured Marble Tops & 

Kitchen Countertops
� Whirlpool Tub Repair

� Sheetrock Repairs
� Carpentry Repairs
� Siding
� Rental Property 

Make Readys

Bob’s Renovations

713-557-3310

LORENZO PAINTING
& REMODELING
I N T E R I O R / E X T E R I O R

Cell: 832.715.6271 713.956.8286

5514 
Sheridan 
Oaks Dr. 

Houston,TX  
77091EDWARD B. LORENZO

C=Creative Design A=Audio Equipment V=Video Solutions E=Electronics

M=Manufacture A=Automation N=Networking

AZTEC HOME REMODELING
• Kitchen Remodeling
• Bathroom Remodeling
• Cabinets–Granite Countertops
• Cultured Marble Vanities
• Tile–Ceramic–Stone–Slate
• Carpets–Hardwood–Laminates

• Painting–Sheetrock–Texturing
• Hardie Siding–Custom Carpentry
• Windows–Doors–Crown Molding
• Roofing–Gutters–Pressure Washing
• Brick–Patio Rooms–Deckings
• House Leveling - Fences

“Water Damage–Extraction and Restoration”

228811..882211..00880099 - INSURED -
27 Years 

Experience

Gallaway Porcelain Works
� Porcelain
� Acrylics 
� Simulated Marble
� Fiberglass 
� Tub Chips
� Antique 

Clawfoot Tubs

281-304-9300 TexasTubs.com

Reconditioning         Repair         Refinishing 

Refinisher for 
the Emporium

REMODELING & REPAIR
Interior/Exterior

•Carpentry •Hardi-plank •Roofing •Decks
•Painting •Wood Floors •Tilework •Sheetrock
•Room Additions   Free Estimates-References

IZAGUIRRE CONSTRUCTION
Edgar, 832.338.0112

TATCO CONSTRUCTION 
& REMODELING
Servicing River Oaks and 

Surrounding Areas For Over 30 Years
Construction / Cabinetry / Painting

Full Service Contracting

713.695.4084
tatcoconstruction@aol.com

Rick
Tatum

281.397.8703

Patio Covers • Porches • Carports 
Deck Covers • Solar Screens • Arbors
Vinyl Windows • Maintenance/Repair

w w w . n a n d v p a t i o c o . c o m

We Specialize In Bringing You 
Custom Made Rooms for All Seasons.

Free On-site Estimates

DEMOLITION
We Demolish All Things Concrete
• Swimming Pools  • House Slabs

• Parking Lots  • Tennis Courts
• Tree & Storm Debris Services

SLS DEMO 281.733.8836



O.B.R. REMODELING SERVICES

Octavio Ramirez, Contractor

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE • LICENSED & INSURED

Additions • New Construction

Electrical • Carpentry • Painting • Granite

713.828.0725
WWW.OBREMODELING.COM

CABINETS Blowout
Sale !!!

281-447-9997
9815 North Fwy, 77037

Specialists in pointing and filling brick and mortar cracks
along with Patio & Outdoor Firepits

“Simply the best in brick repair”

713.856.8329 • www.mrbrickofhouston.com

CONCRETE WORK & REPAIRS
by ADVANCE INSTALLATION, INC.

Don Ruggers • Charles Masini

713.728.9030

• DRIVEWAYS
• SIDEWALKS
• PATIOS
• COMMERCIAL
• RESIDENTIAL
Over 25 Years Experience

Money MakersMoney Makers

www.moneymakersflags.comwww.moneymakersflags.com
1517 Blalock                      713-461-1153
Houston, TX 77080            800-838-1153
1517 Blalock                      713-461-1153
Houston, TX 77080            800-838-1153

Flags, Banners, Poles
Windsocks and Pennants

Flags, Banners, Poles
Windsocks and Pennants

AAMMAAZZIINNGG  FFEENNCCEESS    
&&  BBUURRGGLLAARR  BBAARRSS

Beating the competition for years!
MEMBER BBB
Free Estimates 

281-467-1898 • 281-397-8354 fax

30%
OFF
Exp. 7-31-09100% Financing Available

Cash & Senior Citizen Discounts
Preferred Builders of Texas

713-856-7400 

Room Additions
Patios • Garages

Kitchens • Windows
Baths • Siding

www.reflection
poolsandspas.com

Reflection 
Pools&Spas
Reflection 

Pools&Spas
713-559-1100
Beautiful Pools at
Affordable Prices

• Custom Cabinets
• Remodeling
• Siding • Framing

Jose L. Rosas•832.651.7061 Cell

Katy
Kitchen Bath
281.391.6279

COMPLETE KITCHEN REMODELS
• CABINETS
• FIXTURES
• COUNTERTOPS

www.KatyKitchen.com

The Best Hardwoods
Sand • Refinish • Install

Repairs • Insured
- Free Quotes TB Hardwoods -

713-876-7401

The Best Hardwoods
Sand • Refinish • Install

Repairs • Insured
- Free Quotes TB Hardwoods -

713-876-7401

281-537-8687

UGLYCONCRETE?UGLYCONCRETE?
We have the solutions!We have the solutions!

CABINETS
WHOLESALE PRICES
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

713-856-7400
www.unitedcabinetsoftexas.com

UNITED CABINETS, L.P.

KITCHENS • BATHS UP TO 30% OFF

Porcelain Repair
Bathroom Detailing

OWNER CRAFTSMAN-WESLEY MCDOUGLE

Bathtubs • Sinks • Tile • Repaired • Removed 
• Installed • Cleaned & Polished

FREE ESTIMATES
713-498-8532

Licensed Mold Assessment Consultant

713-961-1531

Real Estate Inspections
by SafeHouse
Residential • Commercial • Multi-Units
• structural/mechanical/termites
• pools/spas/sprinkler systems
• mold testing & consultation
• independent foundation evaluations

Serving Houston
Since 1991

MAC#1001
Trec#2997

Quality Tile, Marble & Granite

9700 SW Freeway @ Bissonnet
9900 Gulf Freewy @ Hobby Airport

9825 Airline

NOW OPEN
IN KATY &
MEMORIAL!

2000 Sam Houston Parkway N.
713-465-8453

Qtiles@sbcglobal.net • 832.250.7328

KING FREEZE
A/C & HEATING

��

�

�

�

�

�

WE SPECIALIZE IN DUCT WORK

281.599.7544
TACLB 015596E

�

� �

�

�

Save Money While You Cool Your House!
Special Equipment Sales

Refinish • Touch Up
Home & Office Furniture
Antique & Restoration

Sam Sie • 832-276-6046 Cell • 713-636-9572 Ph
2411 Karbach Suite 4 • Houston, TX 77092

sie_sam@yahoo.com

By George Szontagh
TREC License #2212
Prepurchase/Slab/Pier & Beam
Since 1990

www.AllstarShuttersandBlinds.com

• Window Blinds
• Window Shades
• Motorized 

Treatments
• Shutters

Create the perfect
look that fits your

personal style.

281-812-5255

De La Cruz
Painting & Remodeling

713-301-7157

Carpentry • Roofing • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Granite & Countertops 
House Leveling & Concrete Work

Interior
Exterior

Comm & Res
Insured

Free Estimates
20 Yrs. Exp.

Sales •Service • Installation

www.GasProductservices.comwww.GasProductservices.com

281-798-8006281-798-8006

CUSTOM COVE FORMICA
Custom Counter Tops
Silestone • Laminate

Solid Surface Counter Tops

281-485-8272 Bob Blehm
okbblehm@yahoo.com

UNIVERSAL
ROOFING AND CONSTRUCTION

PHONE: 713-252-0841

ALL KINDS OF COMPOSITION ROOF
- RE/ROOF - ROOF REPAIRS - MODIFIED BITUMEN ROOF

-JAMES HARDY PLANK SIDING -DRYWALL/PAINTING
-ALL KINDS OF CARPENTRY WORK

Cleaning Service
• Garage Clean Outs
• Move-Ins & Move-Outs
• New Construction Make Ready

Cell832-647-8315 Home after 6pm713-928-8796

17 Years 
Experience

Res. & Com.    Good References    Free Estimates

OLGA’S

Service Inside the Beltway/Innerloop

Any Size Job! Emergency Service
Windstorm Certificate Available
713-240-7721 • JK’S ROOFING

35 Years
Experience
35 Years
Experience

Locally
Owned
Locally
Owned

Plumbing Solutions
Wade Edwards
Licensed Plumber

24 Years Experience

281-974-9449

ESPO Services
Complete home remodeling from small
repair to design and major renovation.

www.esposervices.com
713-366-9030 info@esposervices.com

Add space with a media/workoutroom, guest bath, closets & more!

Remodeling your home?
Think of us for your home improvement needs!

Electrical • Insulation • Plumbing
Kitchen & Bath • Room Additions • Flooring

Sheetrock • Roofing • Siding • Painting

BC Services
Call John today @ 832-677-1800 for a free estimate

jsbinterests@hotmail.com  •  Senior Discounts
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EKLEKTIK INTERIORS
16720 Champion Forest
281.379.2755

EVENTS
1964 W. Gray, 713.520.5700

INDULGE
2903 Saint St., 713.888.0181

JANUS ET CIE SHOWROOM
5120 Woodway Drive
713.621.5950 

KUHL-LINSCOMB
2424 W. Alabama St.
713.840.1500

SAKS FIFTH AVENUE
5113 Westheimer Road
713.627.0500

SMITH & HAWKEN
3935 San Felipe St.
713.621.9395

SOMETHING SPECIAL
12073-A Cutten Road
832.249.8607

THOMPSON + HANSON
3600 W. Alabama St.
713.622.6973

THREE DOORS
2402 Bissonnet, 713.528.7800

LIGHTEN YOUR HOME WITH COOL FURNITURE,
CRISP TEXTILES AND SUN-FUN ACCESSORIES
By  BARBARA  KUNTZ

BELOW: Rejuvenate a room
with a cleansing palette of white
hues from Benjamin Moore
Paints. Visit www.benjamin-
moore.com for a dealer near
you.

Bring the sunshine in with Jonathan
Adler’s playfully chic Utopia Sun collec-
tion. Brown stoneware peeks through a
sheer white glaze on this vase with a
girl’s face on one side and a boy’s face
on the other. About $175 through Kuhl-
Linscomb

Dress your table to
impress with an
Acanthus tablecloth
by Sferra, a jacquard-
woven pattern of
100-percent Italian-
spun Egyptian cotton
and finished with ele-
gant hand-drawn
hemstitching. About
$215 to $500,
depending on size.
Indulge carries
Sferra. 

Create a garden path or define plant
beds and borders with decorative hand-
crafted step stones of glazed terra cotta
and intricately detailed with a flower
design. About $29 a stone at Smith &
Hawken 

Crafted by master perfumers and
avid gardeners, this line of can-
dles by Smith & Hawken evokes
the essence of newly forced
paperwhite bulbs, a blend of nat-
ural citrus and damp earth. Size
3-by-3-inch candle, $12; 3 by 6
inches, $20

LEFT: Enjoy the shadow play between a
Summer Cloud lounger and its attached,
adjustable fabric roof. Designed by Eoos for
Dedon, the loungers are about $5,300
each, with custom-fit cushions about
$1,000 each. Available through special
order at Thompson + Hanson or to the
trade at JANUS et Cie. 



http://www.airdepot.com


Hand Scraped Hardwood Extravaganza!

www.robertscarpet.com

CLEAR LAKE 20810  I-45 SOUTH_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 281-332-4477
SOUTHWEST 3003 FONDREN_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 713-785-1900
WOODLANDS 19053  I-45 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 936-271-0000
CENTRAL 3404 KIRBY_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 713-523-0666
NORTHWEST 6920 FM 1960 W._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 281-580-9495
SUGAR LAND 12614 S.W. FREEWAY_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 281-240-8200
GULF FREEWAY4750 GULF FREEWAY _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 713-926-5100
WEST 11177 KATY FREEWAY_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 713-468-1300

*
*
*

* Rug Gallery store locations“Your Perfect Rug Source”

Seattle Plank
5” Hickory 3 best selling colors
$599

Sq. Ft. Installed

Raschiato Plank
Australian Eucalyptus
$679

Sq. Ft. Installed

LM Lock and Fold
5” Hickory 3 best selling colors
$699

Sq. Ft. Installed

Santa Barbara 5” Plank
Available in Oak, Maple, and Walnut
$749

Sq. Ft. Installed

Hallmark Heirloom
5” Wide, 9/16” Thick, 4mm Sawn Face
$899

Sq. Ft. Installed

Mohawk Zanzibar
Reclaimed Elm 4 Colors
$1179

Sq. Ft. Installed

Flooring

While Supplies Last

http://www.robertscarpet.com



