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http://www.hunterprestige.com
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Prices good while supplies last on certain items
We accept all major credit cards17655 Katy Freeway

Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 11-4
13326 Westheimer

Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 11-4

QUALITY FLOORING AFFORDABLE PRICES

WWW.TILEZONE.NET

Professional
Installation
Available

Interest
For 12
Months0%

http://www.tilezone.net
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FREE FREIGHT ON ALL AUTOMATIC 
HOME STANDBY GENERATORS

24/7 PROTECTION FROM OUTAGES
An automatic standby generator is a back-up electrical system that operates whether you are at 

home or away. It automatically supplies power to essential circuits of your home within seconds of a 
utility outage. After utility power returns, the generator shuts itself off and awaits the next outage. It 
operates on natural gas or liquid propane and sits outside just like a central air conditioning unit. 

Order online at www.onsitepowergenerators.com 
and save 2% with this offer. 

Promotional code: onsitepower

Guardian Automatic Home Standby Generators Protect Your Home During
A Power Outage. Don’t be Left In The Dark. Sizes range from 7 to 150 kw.

PRICES STARTING 
BELOW $2000

The Professionals In
Onsite Power Generators
TAX FREE FREIGHT ON ALL POWER GENERATORS

866-420-6290
www.onsitepowergenerators.com•craig@onsitepowergenerators.com

http://onsitepowergenerators.com/
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NATURAL STONE FABRICATION
FINE FURNITURE, COUNTERTOPS, VANITIES & FIREPLACES. 

FOR APPOINTMENT CALL (281) 242-9009  � WWW.ICMMARBLE.COM

Since 1988

http://www.icmmarble.com
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Over 20 Years of Experience on
Residential & Commercial Properties.

• Dramatic Uplighting • Tree Lighting • Accent Lighting
• Delicate Moonlighting • Low Voltage Lighting • Mosquito Misting
• Feature Lighting • Security Lighting • Maintenance

DESIGN & ESTIMATE

AUGUST
SPECIAL

$250
OFF*

*Minimum $2,500 purchase

When my desktop computer’s
hard drive crashed a couple of years
ago in my office at home, I decided
to take the plunge, buy a laptop and
go wifi. It changed my life. 

During the workday at House &
Home’s offices, I still sit properly
upright at my desk and click away at
the desktop keyboard. But at home,
my laptop takes me to a completely
different virtual world. With wifi
(wireless networking), I can lounge
comfortably in my easy chair, feet
propped up, laptop in lap, and read
softer non-work-related feature 
stories and catch up with news clips
via YouTube. When you’re physically
comfortable, you can linger longer
online. Sometimes the little magic
machine accompanies me to the
kitchen where I click on my favorite
food blogs’ recipes and whip up
whatever’s the latest rage—charentais
with mint vinaigrette, anyone?—
without printing a word. And, yes,
before bedtime, the laptop becomes
my electronic lullaby, where propped
up on pillows, I read my favorite
blogs, usually design or travel sites. 

For Houston design resources, I
hope you’re reading Houston House &
Home online. In addition, some blogs
by individual Houstonians are very
much worth bookmarking. In partic-
ular, I’m a fan Cote De Texas (cotede-
texas.blogspot.com) by Houston
designer Joni Webb. We featured her
home in our Nov. 07 issue.

I read Joni because she knows her
own mind, holds informed opinions,
and, most importantly, is passionate
about her topic. She visits more
shops a week than I’ll ever have time
to get to, sees details in a room no
one else catches and keeps a sense of
humor about her. Since she began
her blog, she has developed quite a
national following and now has a
radio show on I-Tunes and at 
skirtedroundtable.blogspot.com.  

Like many of us who love good
houses, Joni develops crushes on
houses. But unlike many of us, she’s
very good at devising friendly and
legal ways to get inside those houses
and see them. In this month’s issue,
her story “Stalking the Wheats” is
the result of a house crush she devel-
oped a couple of years ago on a
house in her West University neigh-
borhood. She couldn’t have found a
more talented couple to “stalk,”
Mark and Sally Wheat, who’ve
opened their doors generously to
Joni and to us. 

Sally is an interior decorator who
keeps a small shop inside Antiques
and Interiors on Dunlavy. National
magazines have got her number, and
you’ll be seeing more of her work in
print and online. 

Happy end of summer. Now
where’s that cool front?
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ACCEPTANCE APPLIANCE CENTER, INC.

Authorized As-Is Dealer

6757 N. Sam Houston Pkwy. W. • Suite 200

Houston, TX 77064 • 281-955-0861

HUGE BLIND 

Silhouette® Country Woods®

*8 windows and $750 min. Limited time offer. ® and ™ trademarks of Hunter Douglas Inc.
Patented in the U.S. and other countries. **AOC   ***See stores for details.

• Limited Lifetime Warranty   • Energy Efficient   • Never Needs Painting
• Non-Allergenic   • Exclusive Cellular Louver

• Wood Shutters In All Shapes & Sizes

FREE INSTALLATION*
Ask us about 0% INTEREST for 6 Months**

Call store for details.

KATY • 1010B South Mason Rd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281-392-4200
MEMORIAL/SPRING BRANCH • 9401 Katy Freeway . . . . . . . . 713-465-2005
BAYBROOK  • 19072  Gulf Freeway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281-486-8282
WEST U, BELLAIRE, RIVER OAKS • 5808 Kirby . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 713-667-5200
SUGARLAND/ROSENBERG. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mobile Showroom 281-242-3400
SPRING CYPRESS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mobile Showroom 281-469-6565
WOODLANDS/CONROE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mobile Showroom 936-271-2500

Shutters

creativeblinds.com

JUST
ANNOUNCED!

$40 to $100
rebate per 

blind on selected 
Hunter Douglas

Products.***

No minimums

REBATE SALE
creativeblinds.com

http://www.creativeblinds.com
http://www.traditionaldesignsltd.com
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an old craft reborn in a new age

New Construction & Turnkey Remodels
Residential & Commercial

Staircase & Balcony Railings • Gas Lanterns • Wine Cellar Gates

713-419-7650

4321 West Sam Houston Tollway N. • Suite 180
(Clay exit either way)

Monday-Saturday 9:00am-6:00pm

Leathershoppes
•          •         •

leather furniture  • custom home theater

Since 1988

At LeatherShoppes, being the oldest and
most experienced leather speciality store 
in the Houston area, you will find more

selection, more styles and 100’s of colors
from some of the best brands like

Bradington-Young, Flexsteel, Palliser,
Berkline HomeTheater and more, 

all at discount prices.

Don’t Compromise
....... Customize!

832.467.2000 • www.leathershoppes.com

HOUSTON HOME

IMPROVEMENT CONSTRUCTION

PATIOCOVERS

Matching Existing Construction
Fully Insured • In Business 29 Years

www.hhipatiocovers.com

281-686-9059

http://www.ultimateironworks.com
http://www.leathershoppes.com
http://www.hhipatiocovers.com
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C U S T O M  D R A P E R I E S

C U S T O M  D R A P E R I E S    •     C O M F O R T E R S / B E D S P R E A D S    •    W O O D  &  F A U X  W O O D  B L I N D S

Beautiful Draperies at an Affordable Price

Beautifully Done

Go green and save money with lined draperies 
that beautify your home and insulate as well.

Call the drapery professionals today for an 

in-home consultation. We bring beautiful full 

color pictures of our work and many satisfied 

references. Flexible scheduling available.

Order by the Aug. 30th deadline 
and receive a 10% discount

281.820.0139
e-mail: beautifullydone@sbcglobal.net

Mon-Fri, 9 am - 9 pm

SUMMER 
SPECIAL!

Get 2008 
Prices in 

2009!

http://www.happilyeverafterhome.blogspot.com
http://www.shopbybrown.com
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August 2009around town

home show
The 7th Annual Fall Home & Garden
Show at The Woodlands Aug. 29-30
features 19 speakers on two stages
bringing you the latest information
about green building, home improve-
ment, gardening and more. In the
exhibit hall, find products for kitchens
and baths, outdoor living, pools, spas
and more. The show is located at the
Waterway Marriott Hotel & Convention
Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive.
Tickets are $9 for adults, $6 for sen-
iors, children under 12 free.
Information: WoodlandsShows.com

exhibits
Body in Fragments opens Aug. 21 at
The Menil Collection, 1515 Sul Ross.
Drawn from the Menil's diverse collec-
tion of more than 16,000 objects, the
exhibit curated by Kristina Van Dyke
explores how the human form is dis-
sected and reconfigured in the art of
various times and places, conveying
spiritual, physical, and intellectual
notions of personhood. John and
Dominique de Menil collected an
extensive array of art portraying the
human figure in fragmented form.
Information: 713.525.9400 or
www.menil.org

Amy Blakemore: Photographs 1988-
2008 at the Museum of Fine Arts,
Houston, 1001 Bissonnet St., 

surveys this Houston-based photogra-
pher’s career, ranging from her early
black-and-white photographs to her
lushly colored portraits and land-
scapes. Her casual shots reveal a
mysterious and psychologically reveal-
ing view of our world. Information:
713.639.7300 or www.mfah.org

Four great new shows debut at
Lawndale Art Center, 4912 Main St.,
on Aug. 24. At the Lawndale Art
Center 30th Anniversary Exhibition,
curator Clint Willour takes a look at
the last five years, gathering work

from artists who have shown in
Lawndale galleries. In Me, Mine and
not Yours, Joe Ives and Jahjehan Bath
Ives present an installation of playful
sculptures and videos for people who
want to be alone in a household with
other people. In Paper or Plastic?,
Nathaniel Donnett explores the his-
toric brown bag paper test used to
separate darker and lighter skinned
African Americans. Adela Andea’s The
Green cyber web is a kinetic installa-
tion incorporating computer gadgets in
an incricate spatial web design.
Information: 713.528.5858 or
www.lawndaleartcenter.org

At the Houston Center for
Contemporary Craft, 4848 Main St.,
two exhibitions, Challenge VII:
dysFUNctional and Unknitting:
Challenging Textile Traditions, chal-
lenge the traditional uses of wood,
textiles and other materials while cele-
brating the unexpected. Information:
713.529.4848 or
www.crafthouston.org

The Heritage Society Museum, 1100
Bagby, in collaboration with The
Center for Advancement and Study of
Early Texas Art, presents Miles and
Miles of Texas: The Lone Star State
Through the Eyes of Buck Schiwetz.
Information: 713.655.1912 or 

www.heritagesociety.org

events
Get ideas for your vacation home by
touring the furnished Cottonwood
Casita by Southern Living magazine
and Myhomeideas.com at Traditions

Club in Bryan, Texas. Start at
the Information Center, 
2100 Traditions Boulevard. 
Touring times through Aug. 30 
are Thursdays, 10 a.m. to
6 p.m.; Fridays and Saturdays, 

10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Sunday,
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is $5.
Information: 979.821.2582 or
www.traditionsclub.com.

The Houston Glass Club’s 35th
Annual Festival of Glass and
Antiques Show and Sale, 
Aug. 14-16 at Fort Bend County
Fairgrounds is one of the best in the
country for 20th-century American-
made glassware.Information:
713.729.4267 or 
www.houstonglassclub.org

classes
At Houston Arboretum, 
4501 Woodway Drive, native
plant and wildlife expert Glenn
Olsen tells  how to identify and
attract dragonflies and dam-
selflies of the Upper Texas
Coast on Aug. 18, 7-9 p.m.
Field trip is Aug. 23,
1-4 p.m. Cost is $40 for 

members, $55 for non-mem-
bers. Learn where to find and
how to identify edible wild
plants with Mark Vorder-
bruggen, a research chemist
and explorer, on Aug. 23, 
1:30-5 p.m. Cost is $40 for

members, $60 for nonmembers.
Information: 713.681.8433 or
www.HoustonArboretum.org.

what’s new
House geeks, home remodelers
and designers seeking light
summer reading for the beach
or mountain retreat will laugh
out loud reading Confessions
of a Contractor (Berkley
Books, New York), a novel by
Richard Murphy. The author
worked 12 years as a remodel-
er of fine houses in the
Hollywood suburbs before
switching his craft to screen-
writing. Discover the thrills and
foibles of home improvement,
as seen through the eyes of a
remodeler who sometimes gets
too close to his wealthy clients.
Plenty of design talk: His quip
on shabby chic gone bad is
wor th the price of the book. It’s
HGTV meets Sex and the City.
No surprise, then, that a TV
series based on the book
is in the making.

At the MFAH: Pam by Amy Blakemore, 1997. Chromogenic photograph.
Courtesy the artist and Inman Gallery, Houston.

At HCCC’s Unknitting show: 
Media Noche, 2007, a Lambda 
metallic print by Sandra Valenzuela.

At The Menil Collection: 
Bonne fête (Happy Birthday),
1892, by Henri Roussseau. Oil,
cardboard mounted on cradled
panel. Photo by Paul Hester
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Hardware & Gifts

FULL LINE
HARDWARE STORE

UNIQUE DECOR & GIFTS
C&D

314 E. 11TH STREET (THE HEIGHTS) • 713.861.3551 • www.CandDhardware.com

Back to School • Labor Day

Available
in 9 

bright 
colors

Adirondack Chairs

Traeger
Grills For the most 

discriminating 
outdoor chef

Famously Insulating!

Lifetime Guarantee!

Great Selection!

�
�
�

Coming
Soon!

Tervis Tumblers

Summer at C&D: 
A cold drink, a hot grill and a great seat!

473 Sawdust Road  � The Woodlands, TX 77380
281-419-0419 � www.woodlandsfabrics.com

Come see our new
showroom. It has been

transformed into a
10,000 plus square 
foot design center. 

More fabrics, trimming,
furniture, rugs & 

accessories, along 
with our superior
design services.

Beautiful Fabrics
Custom Furnishings

Full Size Model Kitchen
Designer Flooring

More than just a fabric store...We Specialize in Transformations!

Now Open!
A new choice for fine furnishings, accessories

and design in The Woodlands

� 15% Off �
one in-stock item

for the month of August

http://www.shopspringtexas.com
http://www.canddhardware.com
http://www.woodlandsfabrics.com


http://www.prideofpersia.com
http://www.gscs.rice.edu
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New
Arrival:

COPPER
Sinks

Granite • Marble • Travertine • Slate

SLABS • TILES • COUNTERTOPS • MEDALLIONS • FOUNTAINS • TRAVERTINE SINKS • PORCELAIN SINKS • STAINLESS STEEL SINKS

The Largest Selection of Granite Slabs in Houston

Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5

Sat 9-2 

Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5

Sat 9-2 

6401 Long Point • Building 600
713-812-8600 • www.GraniteMarbleEtc.com

Granite, Marble & etc.Granite, Marble & etc.

Bright Landscape Designs Inc.
Bright Ideas for Landscaping

281.496.3576

www.brightlandscapedesigns.com

Custom Landscaping
Natural Stonework

Lighting
Maintenance

Water Features
Irrigation

Design & Installation
Consultation

Serving the finest neighborhoods of greater Houston since 1982!

Do you use protection?
Protect your HDTV from
fingerprints, dust, wind,
moisture and theft.

Check us out online @ www.mosscovers.com

Professional manufacturer of covers 
for flat panel televisions of all sizes 
for indoor or outdoor use. We also 
provide television alarms and high 
definition connection accessories.

877-443-2683

10% Discount on Purchases over $50.00 •  Promo Code hst0001

http://www.granitemarbleetc.com
http://www.brightlandscapedesigns.com
http://www.mosscovers.com
http://www.houstongaragestorage.com
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SPECIAL EVENT
AUCTION SEPT. 7
Vintage juke boxes, spectacular estate jewelry 
and more go up for bid at Gallery Auctions’ 
Labor Day Extravaganza on Monday, Sept. 7

in the spotlight
GGaalllleerryy  AAuuccttiioonnss,,  aa  ffuullll--ttiimmee,,  ffuullll--sseerrvviiccee  aauuccttiioonn  hhoouussee  iinn  NNoorrtthh
HHoouussttoonn,,  iiss  aa  ppllaaccee  wwhheerree  ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  lloovvee  uunnuussuuaall  iitteemmss  aanndd
aammaazziinngg  ddeeaallss  ffiinndd  tthheemmsseellvveess  iinn  wwhhaatt  ccaann  oonnllyy  bbee  ddeessccrriibbeedd
aass  aa  ccaannddyy  ssttoorree  ooff  mmeerrcchhaannddiissee..    

While Gallery Auctions is known for bringing furniture and 
decorative items, both antique and replicas, to customers faithfully
every Monday morning, it has also become known for its big
event auctions. Held a couple of times throughout the year, these
auctions bring buyers an even wider variety of merchandise. This
fall, Gallery Auctions’ upcoming Labor Day Extravaganza titled
“Bee Bop and Bling Bling” may even surpass owner Vikki Vines’
high expectations for these event auctions.

The Labor Day Extravaganza, which begins Monday, Sept. 7 
at 10 a.m. and runs until buyers have cleaned out the sale room,
will offer everything from decorative items to furniture, both
antique and new designer selections. However, as the theme 
of the auction suggests, this auction is more in the direction of
toys for us “big kids”.

A Houston collector, who for 40 years had been internationally
recognized in juke box restoration and maintained a private 
museum in Spring Branch, has passed away and left his treasures
for lucky buyers to acquire for their own homes.  Eleven of his
fully restored and working 1950s and 1960s juke boxes will be
auctioned. Complementing the juke boxes will be a great collec-
tion of full-sized antique advertising signs, a life size Jar Jar Binks,
pub signs, pub bars, pedal cars, game room décor and more. 

To push this auction another step over the top, there will also
be a selection of spectacular estate jewelry.  Not what you would
typically find at your average jeweler’s, some jewelry pieces are
antique, some are individual designs, and all are completely 
certified. Buyers are guaranteed that the jewelry will appraise 
for what they pay for it or more. If it doesn’t, they have the
option of returning the jewelry.

This auction is sure to be the hallmark auction of the year 
for Gallery Auctions, and all are welcome.

(Advertisement)

By Holly Rotenberry
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10205 Sweetwater (I-45 @ West Rd.) •  281.931.0100

Fabulous Juke Boxes, 
Pub Signs & Game Room Decor
Antique and New Designer Furnishings

LABOR DAY EXTRAVAGANZA

*
Spectacular Estate Jewelry

GALLERY AUCTIONS
www.galleryauctions.com

G U A R A N T E E D  M U S T - H A V E  U N I Q U E  P I E C E S
Labor Day Auction Only

M O N D A Y  S E P T E M B E R  7 T H  ,  1 0 A M

Bee Bop & Bling Bling

http://www.galleryauctions.com


Beyond the kitchen, our bathroom is the
most utilitarian space in the house, and let’s
be honest: We spend a lot of time there.

It reflects our lifestyle. So, we can’t talk about the mod-
ern bath without talking about the modern lifestyle and
how the evolution of American living has transformed the
bathroom. 

These days, both parents work and together raise a busy
family that likely consists of children, and sometimes, an
aging mother or father. Then there’s the baby-boomer cou-
ple who are emptying the nest and making a home that will
age with them. 

No matter its demographics, households have tightened
the purse strings in this struggling economy, and, although
the average house downsized by 200 square feet since last
year, the bathroom is larger than ever.  
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BUILDING
BLOCKS
of the
MODERN
BATH

TODAY’S BATH NEEDS SPACE—AND PLENTY OF IT—ALONG WITH

GOOD FIXTURES, CABINETS, MIRRORS AND LIGHTING TO CREATE

A RELAXING SPA-LIKE ENVIRONMENT B y  L E I G H  B E L L

ABOVE: The Jeton

Collection by designer

Bill Sofield for Kallista

combines the classicism

of 20th-Century French

architecture and the

spontaneity of haute 

couture. 

RIGHT: This tub by 

interior designers

Ludovica and Roberto

Palomba for Laufen 

is available through 

TKO Associates, Dallas.

ABOVE LEFT & THIS IMAGE: Dornbracht’s Supernova bathroom by Sieger Design features a suite of fittings for tub, lavatory,

bidet and shower. Dorbracht products are available through Elegant Additions and Westheimer Plumbing and Hardware. 
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What does that say about the modern bath? A lot. 
First, the bathroom must be important if it’s growing while house size

shrinks. Today’s households have higher demands, to which the modern bath
must respond. It’s spacious and makes better use of space. It facilitates two
people simultaneously getting dressed.  It’s friendly to the environment and
baby boomer’s wheelchairs or arthritic knees. The modern bath is a refuge
and spa-like, as families cutback on outside luxuries but still need a “getaway.”
It’s a place to linger. 

The modern bath must be many things. 
And larger is the greatest request. The average bath today is three times

larger than 20 years ago, says Kohler’s Senior Interior Designer Diana
Schrage.

“Now, the size of the master bath rivals the size of the master bedroom,”
she says. 

TANDEM BATHS

Fewer stay-at-home moms and more domestic partners mean two people are
getting ready for work each morning in American bathrooms. This societal
shift requires two vanities and sinks, a larger shower – often with two heads
for personal temperature and water-pressure preferences – and, if not two sep-
arate lavatories, then one private toilet. 

The bathroom becomes a meeting place for couples in the morning. They
plan the day – who’s picking up the kids, what’s for dinner – while shaving,
putting on makeup and getting dressed. 

The divided bath often includes a vanity, and shared countertops separate
space at varying heights, maybe 36 inches on one side and 42 inches on the
other, with a raised toe kick and stock cabi-
netry beneath.

“Regardless of space, we are
seeing the separation of the
bathroom,” Schrage said.
“Each may have a priva-
tized toilet and storage.
They don’t have to be
huge, but it’s a degree of
separation.”

CALGON TAKE ME

AWAY

If one thing has influenced
the modern bath it’s the spa,
Schrage says.

If there was one word to describe
the modern bath, it would be Zen, says Peggy McGowen founder of Kitchen
& Bath Concepts. 

“And if you want to know what it’s like to have a Zen-like bathroom, to
have a spa-comfort feeling,” McGowen says, “go treat yourself to a day at the
spa.”

Then save yourself some money and recreate that feeling at home.
Products abound to help, allowing the “spa concept” to go from simple –
replace the clutter with a few candles – to extreme. These are just a few exam-
ples.

Kohler offers VibrAcoustic bathtubs ($3,000ish to $6,000ish) that emit
soundwave vibrations beneath the water that choreograph with above-water
music and colors to control breathing and achieve different goals from calm-
ing and relaxation. 

Chromatherapy in bathtubs and showers ($2,000ish to $10,000+) distrib-
ute light throughout your entire shower or bathroom. Steam showers with
jets and other accoutrements is an entire market, and some bathtubs allow
aromatic oils to be infused in the bath water. 

“Now the size 
of the master bath

rivals the size of the
master bedroom.”

—Diana Schrage
Senior Interior Designer,

Kohler

REBORN GRANITE

713-690-4888
14730 Hempstead Road � Houston, TX 77040

Cabinets
$5000

ea. & Up

W H O L E S A L E  &  R E T A I L

All Wood Cabinets
In Stock

$5900
ea. & Up

96” x 26” Granite Installed
$1899

sq. ft.

http://www.anythingbutplain.com
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Toilets light up,
heat up, play music,
and wash and dry you.
(Check out Toto’s
Neorest 600 for about
$3,000). The list of
luxurious indulgences
go on.

High-priced pur-
chases for the bath-
room “are still occur-
ring but people must
perceive that they add
value to the home,”
Schrage says. 

THE SPA SPACE

The “spa experience”
has also greatly influ-
enced the design and
lighting of the modern
the bath, reducing aesthetic to simply minimal. 

Smaller baths realize this look with higher ceilings,
plenty of glass and smartly placed mirrors. Contributing to
the overall ascetic look is cabinetry with clean lines that
opens at the bottom – about 12- 18 inches – and sits on
slim legs, all of which create the sense of space and open-
ness. 

“I tend to take materials – like tiles, mirrors and doors
– all the way up to the ceiling to elongate a room,” says
Laura Michaelides, founder of Four Square Design Studio. 

Innovations in glass tile and its sleek style are ideal for
the modern bath, and Michaelides likes to mix it with nat-
ural stone, like limestone and marble, in bathrooms. 

Integrated basins and countertops, plenty of glass and
doorless showers also contribute to the spa-look. Clutter is
hidden in recessed-wall compartments, oversized under-
sink storage and additional linen closets outside of the
bathroom. After all, most of us are minimalist-minded but
have a lot of stuff.

LET THERE BE LIGHT

Dark is out when it comes to color and lighting in the
modern bath.

White is the go-to hue these days (52 percent prefer
it), and once again, blame it on the spa. Kohler introduced
“honed white” “in a direct response to the influences of the
spa,” Schrage says. 

A splash of dark, on the countertop or in cabinets is
common but used judiciously. White reflects and embell-
ishes natural light, which Michaelides calls “integral” to the
modern bath. Natural is, in fact, her first consideration
when scoping out a bathroom makeover.

It makes sense. Poor lighting contributes to more shav-
ing nicks and infamous makeup lines.

“Lighting is really a key issue,” she says, adding a com-
mon and grave mistake in the bathroom is overhead light-
ing, which shadows your face. She prefers lighting on
either side.

LEFT: A Fire and Ice

bathroom created for

Kohler by designer

Beth Slifer lets alter-

nating warm and cool

tones and textures

highlight the delicate

balance of nature in

this eco-friendly bath-

room. Here, the

warmth of the lighting

balances with cool

glass lavatory sinks

which rest on a recy-

cled concrete counter-

top set into a custom

bamboo base cabinet. 

LEFT: In this innova-

tive mirrored cabinet

by Robern, a sub-

sidiary of Kohler, the

mirrored door lights

straight up and holds

in position, enabling

lights and faucets to

be placed in front of

the cabinet. Elegant

Additions and

Morrison supply carry

Robern cabinets.

resources
BATH & KITCHEN SHOWPLACE
832.237.8200

ELEGANT ADDITIONS
To the Trade
713.522.0088

FOURSQUARE DESIGN STUDIO
713.802.1699

KITCHEN & BATH CONCEPTS
713.528.5575

LAUFEN BATH PRODUCTS
TKO Associates, Dallas
214.741.6060

MASONRY & GLASS BLOCK
SYSTEMS INC
713.944.9716

MORRISON SUPPLY CO.
713.861.2343

SHOWER ENCLOSURES
Desola Glass Ar t & Frame Galler y
281.370.6880

WESTHEIMER PLUMBING &
HARDWARE
713.942.9519 
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AUTOMATIC 
GATE 
OPERATOR
• Key Pads     
• Intercoms

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
• Iron, Wood & Chain Link Fencing
• Stairs
• Handrails
• Enclosures
• Security Windows & Doors

Custom Security Fence & Iron Works, LLC

281.219.1400 • 281.219.1411 fax
email: info@customsecurityfence.com www.customsecurityfence.com

$  L O W  P R I C E S  $   •   F A S T  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E   •   F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

“Serving Houston and it’s surrounding area for over 20 years”

Houston’s Largest Selection of FRAMED MIRRORS, plus
Ready-Made Frames • Custom Framing • Quality Oil Paintings • Hand Carved Frames

3815 Fondren Rd. (Between Richmond & Westpark)
Open To The Public & Trade • Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5

713-974-6000
www.warehouseframes.com

Family Owned and Operated 
for Over 27 Years

Open Mon.-Sat. 10-6 4104 NASA Pkwy. El Lago

“Bringing the Tropics Home!”

Shop at Home Service available. We’ll do the measuring and
installation–just call or visit online at windowmagiconline.com

Monday - Fr iday 10 am - 5:30 pm, Saturday 10 am - 5 pm.
All major credit cards accepted.

experts

window treatments

WE ARE experts
WHEN IT COMES TO
window treatments

7 Day Delivery on Most Blinds
17743 Tomball Pkwy • 281.955.5676
8910 Westheimer • 713.781.9009

• Custom Draperies & Bedspreads
• Wood/FauxWood Shutters & Blinds
• Duette® Shades • Silhouette® Shades
• Solar Shades 

BBlliinndd  &&  DDrraappeerryy SSiinnccee  11998811

http://www.islandfurniturenow.net
http://www.warehouseframes.com
http://www.customsecurityfence.com
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Think of tiles —marble, granite, slate, natural stone, ceramic, porce-
lain—and immediately a sense of cool elegance comes to mind. “Tile is
a mindset,” says Tony Ferrante, owner of Ferrante Remodeling and New
Construction. “Besides being pretty, tile is a piece of heritage. It has been
around almost as long as we’ve had homes.”

Today, the hard part is deciding which type of tile, among the many
excellent choices, to pick—but not to worry. “You can find fine quality
in every flooring category,” says Sam Roberts, owner of Roberts Carpets
& Fine Floors. “It’s only a matter of your taste and what you like best.”

Dave Allum, owner of Traditional Designs, suggests starting with some
basic decisions. He says, “Pick your product for the application intend-
ed.” Along those lines, he lists five elementary considerations:
1. The size of the room or space. “If you have a large area, you might

want to consider arranging the tiles in a pattern,” he suggests.
2. The size of the tile and the scale of the room where it will go. Allum
warns, “A small room can be overpowered by a large tile size.” Similarly,
a large room with small floor tiles can seem too busy visually.
3. The color of the tile.
4. Durability. Be sure the glaze, if any, is suitable for the expected foot
traffic, say, the wear-and-tear at a main entrance vs. in a guest bath.
5. The co-efficient of friction (or how slippery it is). In wet areas like
the bathroom and kitchen, you want little slickness, whereas in the liv-
ing room or dining room, a smooth surface works fine.

Each flooring option has its strengths. Besides being beautiful, tile is also
famously low maintenance. “Tile is the single easiest floor to maintain,”
explains Roberts. “It is immune to moisture and, while you can chip it,
it is really hard to do.” 

White, grey and black

floor tile from Walker

Zanger’s Tribeca

Collection reference

Manhattan in the early

20th Century. TILE STYLES
GIVE YOUR FLOORS THE LOOK OF LUXURY

B y  D E B I  B R YA N T
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409 St. Francis, Gonzales, Texas 78629 • 830-672-2428
www.discoverys.net • swk@discoverys.net • Open Tues. - Sat., 9-5:30

AN ECLECTIC INVENTORY OF ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS

� Antique Beams
� Large Inventory of

Antique Doors
� Antique Door Hardware

� Flooring
� Beaded Wood

� Quality Stained Glass
� Clawfoot Tubs, Sinks,

Lighting, Ceiling Tin
and more

Get the gorgeous look of granite with

N O  D E M O L I T I O N

Our eco-friendly process eliminates waste in the landfill.  
We cover your existing counters in just 1 to 2 days.  

Estimates are free.  

CALL TODAY to receive our 
spring kitchen update special 713-541-1545.

New recycled glass • No sealing or polishing
Over 40 colors • Heat, stain and scratch resistant

Limited Lifetime Materials Warranty

6119 Jessamine, • Suite C • Houston, TX  77081
713-541-1545 • 713-541-0535 Fax 

www.granitetransformations.com

6265 FM 1960 West
Houston, Texas 77069
281-444-9299

Lighting Your Way® Since 1974

DDooeess  yyoouurr  lliigghhttiinngg  nneeeedd  aa  ffaacceelliifftt??    AArree  yyoouurr  cchhaannddeelliieerrss  ssaaggggiinngg  iinn  ssttyyllee??    
LLeett  oonnee  ooff  oouurr  AALLAA  LLiigghhttiinngg  PPrrooffeessssiioonnaallss  rreennoovvaattee  aanndd  rreejjuuvveennaattee  yyoouurr  hhoommee’’ss  lliigghhttiinngg..    
FFoorr  3355  yyeeaarrss  TThhee  LLiigghhttiinngg  GGaalllleerryy hhaass  ggiivveenn  hhoommeess  aann  ““eennlliigghhtteenneedd””  sseennssee  ooff  ssttyyllee..

• Interior & Exterior Fixtures • Lampshades • Lamps
• Mirrors, Pictures & Accessories • Crystal Chandeliers • Ceiling Fans
LLeett  oonnee  ooff  oouurr  AALLAA  lliigghhttiinngg  pprrooffeessssiioonnaallss  hheellpp  yyoouu  ccrreeaattee  aa  llooookk  tthhaatt  ccoommpplliimmeennttss  
yyoouurr  ddeeccoorraattiivvee  ssttyyllee..

Make A  Bright Investment
In Your Home

SALE!

FREE ADMISSION & FREE PARKING
FREE WINE TASTING • TUES., SEPT. 29, 2009 5-8 pm

COLE’S
ANTIQUES SHOW& SALE
COLE’S
ANTIQUES SHOW& SALE

JOIN US! Browse and shop our new air conditioned 
building and outside tents full of antiques and collectibles!

Expert glass repair on site.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24 -
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2009

CORNER OF HWY 237 & FM 954 • WARRENTON, TX
FOR BOOTHS CALL DIANE COLE • 281-961-5092 

http://www.discoverys.net
http://www.granitetransformations.com
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Conversely, each category has its weaknesses.
For instance, some some tile types are slippery,
so Allum cautions his customers about factoring
in the slip resistance. “Marble and granite are
generally slicker than slate, which has an uneven
finish,” he says. “You can drag your finger
across a tile and feel what is slick and what
isn’t.” Also, Roberts points out, “Tile doesn’t
absorb sound.” This issue can be addressed by
using tile in a smaller space or by pairing the tile
with a luscious area rug.

The best way to decide on a tile for your home
is to see and feel the tiles in person since tiles are
so tactile. “When you see and touch the tiles,
you can feel the quality,” says Roberts.

Brian Anderson, sales manager of the Tile
Zone’s Katy location, offers this advice: If you
plan to live in your home for a while, it’s worth
it to get exactly the floors you want. So if you
don’t have the budget for your preference—wait
until you do. “You don’t want to settle for
something less and then wake up every morn-
ing and regret your choice when you first step
out of bed,” he says. 

ABOVE: The Alterna

vinyl tile collection by

Armstrong features true

black and white colors in

large tile format.

These cork tiles in plank form have a traditional wood look. Photo courtesy www.corkfloor.com

LEFT: The Paradigm Collection by Walker Zanger imagines the art form of stone mosaic

with a decidedly modern sensibility. 
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281-860-0000
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS • 100% FINANCINGsunrooms

Affordable

PATIO COVERS • ROOM ADDITIONS • SIDING
WINDOWS • SUNROOMS • SCREENROOMS

BEFORE BEFORE

SAVE 
$500*

on Complete 
Patio Cover 
with Slab

$2,000 
OFF*

any Complete
Room 

Addition

* Not valid with any other offer or with existing contract.

We design and build
CUSTOM 

OUTDOOR KITCHENS,
patio covers and 

fireplaces for a lifetime 
of outdoor enjoyment!

281-356-2168 • www.texaspitcrafters.com

Come Visit Our Showroom In Tomball
713.398.1081  • 832.326.2314 

www.foreverlawninc.com

• SYNTHETIC LAWNS BY FOREVERLAWN •
Think Green...Think Forever...Think ForeverLawn

Yes! For 15 to 20 Years. Lots of Warranty.

K9Grass 
is the artificial grass 

designed specifically for dogs. 
Its unique features help promote 
a cleaner, safer, better-smelling 
environment for pets. With its 

exclusive flow-through backing,
short dense blade structure,

and antimicrobial protection,
K9Grass is the ideal surface 

for both residential and 
commercial pet areas.

Playground Grass
is lush, beautiful green grass 

that is safe for kids to play on,
soft to fall on, and cost effective.
Low maintenance. Also works
great for regular lawn areas.

http://www.texaspitcrafters.com
http://www.foreverlawninc.com
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RIGHT: Metallika

Bronze glazed porcelain

tile by Arizona Tile.

LEFT: Rustic Gold Slate

tiles by Thorntree Slate &

Marble.

ABOVE: Real cork in

three colors creates a

weave pattern. Cork is

notable for its soft feel

underfoot and for its

acousting sound-damping

qualities. Photo courtesy

www.corkfloor.com
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CUSTOM RUG SOURCE
“More Than Just A Carpet Store”

713.973.7100
1717 Blalock • Houston TX 77080

www.customrugsource.com 

Come visit our showroom/workroom

Professional 
Insect and 
Rodent Control

1. No cabinet emptying
2. Treatment options tailored to meet 

your particular pest situation!
3. Quarterly, 6 month or one time 

service available
4. Graduate entomologist/state 

certified applicator on staff
5. Fast, friendly professional service!

In the Heights since 1977

226 West 18th St.    
Houston, Texas 77008
Ph. 713.868.5219
713.862.8112

Construction and remodeling for 
current homeowners or investor resale

Construction management services 
for home builders

Superior integrity 
and attention to detail

References available upon request

For a free estimate, call Trey Seiter

713.828.3097
treyseiter@yahoo.com

TRCC License: 41881

SPECIALIZING IN ALL 
PHASES OF REMODELING

SPECIALIZING IN ALL 
PHASES OF REMODELING

Radiant Barrier
New & Existing Homes

Blocks 97% of the sun’s heat from 
entering your home.
Prevents this unwanted circulation 
throughout your home.
The most basic, cost-effective way to 
lower your home’s energy usage and
improve the comfort level of your home.

713-781-6433 or 832-877-0931
Call Our Staff 24 Hours

Attics • Walls • Floors • Removal • Sound Proofing

10% OFF with Ad

Paint Blocks 75% Aluminum Foil
Blocks 97%

Fiberglass Attic 
Insulation

12307 Chimney Rock • Houston, TX 77035 • (713)729-3699
www.artglassbywells.com

ART GLASS BY WELLS

CUSTOM:

• Etchings

• Transoms

• Sidelights

• Custom 
Glass

• Beveled 
Doors

• Stained 
Glass

• Stained 
Glass 
Domes

Since 
1962

On Site 
Repairs

http://www.customrugsource.com
http://www.artglassbywells.com


house& home | August  2009 | house and home on l ine . com28

ABOVE: Isparta travertine in a chiseled texture by Arizona Tile.

BELOW: Capture the look of refined slate with the tonal ranges and dramatic streaks of

“Vesale Stone” glazed porcelain by Marazzi USA.

ABOVE: Stainless steel and bronzed copper tiles from Daltile’s

Metal Fusion series. Roberts Carpet & Fine Floors carries Daltile.

ABOVE: Octagon & Dot glazed tile by Daltile in matte white.
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If you haven't been to Eklektik Interiors... oh what you've missed!

Full Service Design Studio

10,000 sq. ft. Showroom

Furniture • Accessories 
Gift Items

Eklektik Interiors has been named among the top 50 
Best and Brightest Retail Stars Nationally for 2009.

16720 Champion Forest Drive, Spring, TX 77379 • 281.379.2755  •  www.eklektikinteriors.com

Home 
designed by 
Eklektik 
Interiors

Home 
designed by 
Eklektik 
Interiors

http://www.gardengateco.com
http://www.frogathome.com
http://www.eclecticinteriors.com
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resources
AMERICAN MARAZZI TILE INC, 713.939.9500
ANN SACKS, www.annsacks.com
ARIZONA TILE, 713.468.0511
DALTILE TILE & STONE GALLERY, 713.533.9305
FERRANTE REMODELING AND NEW CONSTRUCTION, 713.498.2268
ROBERTS CARPET & FINE FLOORS, 8 locations, 713.926.5100, www.robertscarpet.com
THORNTREE SLATE & MARBLE, 713.690.8200
TILE ZONE, 281.759.8453, www.tilezone.net
TRADITIONAL DESIGNS, 713.463.5800 or 409.744.5800, www.traditionaldesignsltd.com
WALKER ZANGER, 713.880.9292

TILE TERROIR
Terroir is a French word used often in
wine circles to describe a sense of
place, that is, the belief that a particular
wine is invested with unique qualities
based on the geographic region in which
it is produced. Saltillo tiles convey such
a strong sense of place, you can use ter-
roir to describe them, too. 

Since 1577, authentic Saltillo tiles
have been made in the Mexican city of
Saltillo, Coahuila. They are made by
hand and thus reveal variations in color
and shape. You may even find the occa-
sional tile with a footprint from a coyote
or rabbit that happened by during the
drying process of the clay. 

These tiles provide rooms and
spaces with a classic Southwest
ambiance and charm. After all, they are
literally of this place.

Mannington Mill’s Francesca porcelain

floor tiles come in three color options,

including “Bisque” shown here. Available

through Roberts Carpets & Fine Floors 

Ceramic field tile from Daltile’s Concrete Connection series comes in a variety

of sizes. Shown here,  6 1/2- by 20-inch tiles.

Saltillo tiles, animal footprints

and all, convey a strong sense

of place. They work well with

Country French, Mediterranean,

Southwestern, Texas Hill

Country, and, of course, Spanish

Colonial styles.

Daltile’s Vibe ceramic field tile in Techno Black.



31

AArrttiissaann  UUpphhoollsstteerryy  IInncc..AArrttiissaann  UUpphhoollsstteerryy  IInncc..“Where Furniture and
Fabric Create Art”

CUSTOM FURNITURE • SLIP COVERS • PILLOWS • CORNICES
HEADBOARDS • TABLE COVERS • UPHOLSTERY SUPPLIES

FABRIC SALES • EXOTIC LEATHERS • FURNITURE REFINISHING
FURNITURE REPAIRS • ANTIQUE RESTORATION

RReessiiddeennttiiaall  &&  CCoommmmeerrcciiaall  ••  QQuuaalliittyy  GGuuaarraanntteeeedd  ••  PPiicckk  UUpp  &&  DDeelliivveerryy  AAvvaaiillaabbllee

88661166  AAnntteellooppee  DDrr..  ••  HHoouussttoonn,,  TTXX  7777006633  ••  771133--778877--99660000  ••  771133--778877--66446600  FFaaxx
wwwwww..aarrttiissaannuupphhoollsstteerryy..ccoomm  ••  aarrttiissaannuupphhoollsstteerryy@@aatttt..nneett

Carla Aston, ASID, RID, CAPS

Professional, Full Service Interior Design
TX Reg. Interior Designer #10374• NCIDQ Certificate #022425

26619 I-45 North, The Woodlands, TX77380
located within the Artisan Remodeling showroom

PH: 281.364.6633  •  FAX: 281.419.1040

carla@astondesignstudio.com • www.astondesignstudio.com

ECO CONSTRUCTION

ROOM ADDITION A To Z REMODELINGROOM ADDITION A To Z REMODELING
Call George @ 281-685-8657 • www.ecoandyou.com

Kitchen & Bath SpecialistKitchen & Bath Specialist PATIO
COVERS
Aluminum &
Composition

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE

FREE
ESTIMATES

Hablamos 
Español 281.734.5368

txstone@comcast.net

• Stonework
• Stamped Concrete
• Pavers
• Custom 

Wood Arbors

FREE Estimates

FLOOR DECOR

ALL MAJOR BRANDS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

National 
Wood Flooring
Association

Member 713-977-6382
3416 Fondren Rd • Se Habla Español

CARPET • HARD WOOD • LAMINATE • STONE/TILE • COUNTERTOPS

2416 Woodhead • 713-528-5065
MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:30AM-5:00PM

� �
Invest In Timeless Treasures

Unique Religious Art
Spanish & French Antiques

Accessories & Primitives

JOHN HOLT ANTIQUES

NEW 4O FT. CONTAINER ARRIVED

http://www.artisanupholstery.com
http://www.astondesignstudio.com
http://www.ecoandyou.com


diy decorating By JOETTA MOULDEN
Photography by JANET LENZEN

After

Before

After

Simplifying artwork, removing carpeting and transforming the entertainment cabinet into music and wine storage trans-

formed the living room. Recessed can lights simplify the room’s lighting.

New wine storage racks were moved into the entertainment cabinet and her Mom’s grandfather clock was moved

from the den into the living space. JC Penney sale plantation shutters update the space.

Beautiful hardwood floors were hiding underneath

green shag carpeting. The room arrangement dis-

couraged casual conversation and proper use of

the dining room table, being used as a sofa table.

Before
The dining table had to be moved to use it for

entertaining friends and family. Dated shutters

were in need of replacement.

Shun the Shag



REMOVING SHAG CARPET TO EXPOSE HARD-

WOOD FLOORS MAKES  ALL THE DIFFERENCE

IN THIS L IV ING ROOM 

It never ceases to amaze me what removing wall-to-wall
carpeting, rearranging furnishings and simplifying artwork
and accessories can do to peel years off of a room.  
CJ and Lynn Yeoman called me because they wanted a master plan to follow
for their house. (Their kitchen makeover, "Down With The Furdown" was 
featured in DIY Decorating, May, 2009 issue of Houston House & Home.)

They knew the living room was awfully choppy, but didn’t think they could
do much other than rip out the old carpet and install recessed can lights. I sug-
gested, among other things, that they needed to move the TV into the den and
replace their beloved wine rack with one that would fit into the entertainment
cabinet. 

CJ admits that moving the sofa, moving the TV out of the room plus
hanging the mirror over the buffet and adding buffet lamps were hard to visual-
ize and were a leap of faith.

tip>
If space allows, major seating should greet you like a
clamshell, welcoming you into the living room.  The dining

room’s purpose should be clearly visible.

SETTING THE STAGE
After the lovely red oak hardwood floors hiding beneath the green shag car-

peting were exposed, the new recessed can lights and JC Penney sale plantation
shutters really showcased the rooms’ possibilities. Houston Structural accom-
plished these minor physical changes, repaired the sheetrock walls and painted
the rooms “Ivory Lace” by Sherwin Williams.

“ The changes were significant, and immensely enhanced the value of our
l960s-era home,” CJ says.  “We really love the sophisticated spaces now—they
are a restful, uncluttered area in which to listen to music, read and dine.”

Before, they just moved furniture around to make room to open the table
when they had the family over for holidays.  TIP:  Ideally you should not have
to move any furniture around to entertain. It should be ready to go.

Having the drop leaf dining table open all the time shows off a very pretty
table and encourages entertaining friends and family, making the space updat-
ed, functional and more spacious. 

THE TV DILEMMA
“You asked us the big question: how often do you watch TV in this room? “ CJ
recalls.  It became clear that the larger TV and the DVD player should be in
the den, where they would really enjoy it. “When we decided we no longer

33

Before

• Think “green”.  Rearranging your furniture and giving unneeded
pieces to charity keeps them out of the landfill and repurposes them.

•Don’t be afraid to combine antique artwork, mirror and accessories
with new budget-friendly lamps, rug and end table to create the room
you have always dreamed of.

Think outside the box. A TV entertainment cabinet can be repur-
posed into a wine storage/music center.

•Paint consistently gives the most bang for the buck.   Painting
existing picture frames and re-matting them is less expensive than
replacement.

•Sometimes the most effective strategy is not to buy more furniture
and accessories for your home, but to first rethink the pieces that
are already paid for. 

trade secrets

Houston’s premier builder of 
no-maintenance patio covers offers 

the best price and service in your area. 
View our gallery to see over 200 

pictures of actual projects we have
installed for the discriminating 

homeowners and builders throughout 
Southeast Texas. Call today! 
Free estimates and design.

Made in the Shade, llc.        281-330-8399

Visitshademypatio.com

Custom Rug Work Room
Wall-to-Wall Carpet  • Binding Service

3130 Rogerdale Rd., Suite 150 • www.rubinscustomrugs.com

7 1 3 . 7 8 4 . 1 1 8 0

R U B I N ’ S
Custom Rugs and Fine CarpetCustom Rugs and Fine Carpet

http://www.windsweptlandscape.com
http://www.shademypatio.com
http://www.rubinscustomrugs.com
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JOETTA MOULDEN offers home makeovers using your own home furnishings to create the home
you’ve always dreamed of. Joetta believes your pieces collected through the years reflect your personality and
can be artfully arranged. Her ability to focus on your personal style and not let her own preferences influ-
ence the design of your home makes her unique. See more makeovers on her Web site at
www.shelterstyle.com, e-mail her at joetta@shelterstyle.com or call 713.461.2063. If an initial appoint-
ment or referral is booked by August 31, a 15 percent first meeting discount will be given.
Shelterstyle.com holds a "Pages of Happiness" rating and, for the third consecutive year, a “Super Service
Award” presented to 5 percent of companies that achieve and maintain a superior rating on 
www.angieslist.com.

needed the sofa in front of the entertainment center to watch TV, that domino falling was what
made the new room possible,” she explains.  Husband Lynn loved that they no longer needed to
buy a new TV for the den, which he figured saved them a bundle.

The couple had wine stored in the breakfast room and the corner of the dining room, so I
suggested they buy additional modular metal wine racks they had previously found at Pier 1
Imports and consolidate all of the wine into the living room entertainment cabinet. (CJ knew
that a cabinet sturdy enough for a big TV would easily hold the extra weight of wine bottles and
racks.) 

REARRANGE AND UNIFY  
Nearly everything found a home. The rocking chair was moved to the guest bedroom and a
trunk they had just received from CJ’s Mom was used as the coffee table.  Art frames were paint-
ed using Modern Masters Metallic Paint Collection in “English Brown” and re-matted with off
white or white mats and re-hung in the master bedroom, den, hallway and entry. 

tip>
Unify mismatched artwork frames with paint and the same neutral mat
color. You will never see a colored mat in a fine gallery or art museum.

The black metal nesting tables that Lynn hated were moved to
the den to replace a dated, combination lamp and glass table
shelf.  The couple also replaced their larger speakers with small
speakers they had on a shelf in the den, placing them on black
stands they bought online. They purchased a new glass-topped
“Mix” side table from Crate & Barrel, and topped the table
with a new lampshade for their existing lamp from Alcon
Lightcraft.

The old sofa and blue chair were given to charity since I
explained it would cost more to buy 20+ yards of fabric and pay
to replace the foam cushions, restyle and reupholster them than
to buy new pieces on sale. Their new Star Furniture sofa came
with the throw pillows, which work well with their existing
painting.

tip>
Unless seating truly is sentimental, it usually
is less expensive to replace low, outdated

seating with quality sale merchandise.
CJ says one of the biggest changes was centering the existing

buffet and moving the large hall mirror over it.  She moans that
shopping for the buffet lamps to flank it was a daunting chal-
lenge,  “The lamps I found were either too expensive or were
really cheap from China and looked it.  I was delighted to find
the Trent buffet lamps from www.lightingdirect.com, which
were in a mid-price range and the height you recommended.

“While we are still looking for a special family to give our
big wine rack to, we absolutely love the rooms.  It is a must to
have a professional help you.  Homeowners are just too close to
their house to see what needs to be done,” CJ says.

diy decorating | SHUN THE SHAG

713-869-3457

River Oaks Quality at 
National Street Prices

Cabinet
Sales, Inc.

1200 National Street
Near Downtown

Se Habla Español

T-F; 8:30-4:00
Sat.; 8:30-12:00

Cabinets in Stock 
texas decks, etc.

Specializing 
in custom 
outdoor 

living spaces.
Call today 
for a free 
in-home 

consultation.

713•697•3446 • www.texasdecksetc.com

• Ultrawood Decks
• Shade Arbors & Gazebos

• Composite Lumber Decks
• Portable & In-Ground Spas

Since 1979

Antique Pine, Aromatic Cedar, Ash, B. E. Maple, Basswood, Birch, Bloodwood, Bocote,
Bubinga, Cherry, Cocobola, Curly Maple, Cypress, Lacewood, Mahogany, Maple,

Mesquite, Mexican Rosewood, Oak, Padouk, Pecan, Purpleheart, Poplar, 
Spanish Cedar, Sycamore, Teak, Walnut, Wenge, Zebrawood and More

Open 7:30-5:00 M-F; 8:30-12:00 Sat.

Quality Domestic & Imported Plywood (Interior & Marine)
Edgebanding & Veneer Sheets • Butcher Block Tops

Flooring • Moulding • MDF & Melamine

www.houstonhardwoods.com

Specializing In Hardwood Lumber, Plywood and Moulding.
PERSONAL SERVICE 
PROMPT DELIVERY

On-Site Custom Moulding & Planing

713-686-6176
Fax 713-686-3217
4910 W 34th St.

www.sun-fun.com

Since 1982

Screen-enclosed
patios, porches 

& pools are 
well-ventilated

areas that 
resist pests

and are easier 
to maintain.

281-499-8823 

Sun • Fun
Enclosures

Sun•Fun
Enclosures

KEEP THE
MOSQUITOES  

OUT!

http://www.houstonhardwoods.com
http://www.texasdecksetc.com
http://www.sun-fun.com
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Discover the charm and ambience of Historic Montgomery during the

4th Annual Historic Montgomery Wine and Food Trail from 10 AM to 7

PM on September 26.  Admission to the festival, sponsored by

Suddenlink, is FREE!

Historic Montgomery, located minutes from Lake Conroe and less

than 60 miles north of Houston, is famous as the birthplace of the

Texas Lone Star flag.  This all Texas event, set in the heart of historic

downtown Montgomery, will showcase approximately 20 wineries and a

variety of food vendors.  Wine tasting packages are available for $20,

and include a commemorative wine glass.

Great Texas bands, like Ezra Charles, Josh Ward and P.J. Price will

keep you entertained while you enjoy all that Montgomery has to offer!

Artisans will be selling many hand-crafted items, such as jewelry,

soaps, and paintings.  Of course, Montgomery’s renowned antique and

gift shops will be open.  

Kids of all ages will have plenty to keep them busy, with activities

such as fun jumps, face paintings, bungee run, jousting, and of course,

the famous Grape Stomp!

While you are in Montgomery, take time to check out the many his-

toric buildings and be sure to tour the N.H. Davis Pioneer Museum.  A

portion of the proceeds from the festival will benefit historic downtown

revitalization projects and local charities.  

Directions: take Interstate 45 North to Loop 336 in Conroe, and

then take Texas Highway 105 west to Montgomery.  Free parking and

shuttle services are available.  For more information, please visit

www.hmba.biz or call 936/597-5004.

Toast Texas, 
celebrate history

…and relax

Adver t isement

Mark your calendar for the Historic
Montgomery Wine & Food Trail on
September 26, 2009

http://www.hmba.biz


STALKING THE  
Drapes throughout most of the house are unlined Belgian linen from Indulge Maison Décor in Houston. Seagrass on the sitting room floor gives the room a natural feel and tex-

ture, as does a soft white calfskin rug. The screen behind the settee is from Thompson + Hanson. Chairs flanking the linen-skirted roundtable are from The Guild Shop and

Bluebird Circle. They were bought separately—they don’t match—but Kelly Wearstler’s divine “Imperial Trellis” upholstery fabric pulls them together visually.
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 WHEATS

Have you ever seen a house in your
neighborhood that you’ve fallen

just a little in love with, a house that
makes you wistfully wish it were yours?

Or has a house ever caught your eye and caused you to slow
your car to a crawl just to gaze at it? 

Or better still – have you ever purposely driven by a house
at dusk when it’s easier to see inside the windows – just to
steal a glimpse of its interiors?

I know a house like that. I stalked it for over a year until I
finally was formally invited inside. The object of my desire
was located on my daily Starbucks route and day after day
after day, I would pass its white stuccoed, French-styled
facade with wisteria dripping down over the planked wood
front door and its authentically styled shutters.

I was in love. 

HOUSTON DESIGNER AND BLOG WRITER

JONI WEBB DEVELOPS A SERIOUS HOUSE

CRUSH, MAKES FRIENDS WITH THE OWN-
ERS AND TAKES US INTO ONE OF HER

FAVORITE HOUSES IN WEST UNIVERSITY

By JONI WEBB • Photography by MIRO DVORSCAK 
Flowers by AUBREY SELLERS

The object of my obsession: The stucco exterior of the house is what first

caught my attention. The stacked stone foundation, the stone walkway, the box-

woods, the wisteria over the doorway, the paneled wood door, the gas lanterns

and the wood French-style shutters—all these details make the exterior special.
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There became a routine to my stalking: on each trip for a caf-
feine fix, I would deliberately drive just a little slower – hoping
to see into its beautiful casement windows. I could make out
certain elements – a wood chandelier, a painted screen, a floor
length mirror – and with each new detail that I discovered, the
obsession grew stronger. Somehow, I would have to gain
entrance inside to see the furnishings – somehow, I would have
to make it happen. And happen, thankfully, it did.

STEPPING INSIDE

As luck might have it, friends lived across the street from the
house of my obsession, and an introduction was planned. (It
didn’t hurt, either, that one of the owners had read my design
blog and was familiar with my work.) Finally! After a year of
stalking a house with more dedication than a lover might stalk
an old flame, I was being granted an entrance! Winning the
lotto would have meant less to me. 

The owners, Sally and Mark Wheat, graciously, or naively
(take your pick) let their stalker inside – proudly showing me
upstairs and down – even letting me sit on their linen slip cov-
ered sofa. Heaven might be nicer, but you would have to prove
that to me.

The house – what can I say about the house that will do it
justice? It started life as a more typical West University house

built on “spec” until, that is, the Wheats bought it early during
its construction. This lucky stroke of timing allowed them to
add all the charming touches and details that together make the
house not typical, but special. 

Sally, an interior decorator who also has an antiques business,
and Mark, a real estate developer, both knew what they wanted.
While Mark’s wish list for the house revolved around HVAC
and plumbing systems, Sally – with her unerring eye for beauti-
ful objects – was more concerned with paint colors and stair
railings, marble choices and cabinetry.

Together they transformed what was going to be a red brick
Georgian house into one that would look at home in a field in
Provence. Red brick Georgians don’t attract stalkers, but French
country houses make you turn your head for a second look.

DETAILS, SMALL BUT IMPORTANT

It’s all in the details, and Sally had a list of those details she
added, one by one. 

Her changes for the outside included replacing the specified
brick for white stucco with flagstone skirting.  Wood plank
French shutters were added next to casement windows that were
originally supposed to be multi-paned.

Inside, even more drastic revisions happened: Light wood
floors became very dark, sheet rocked corners were softly

The stars of the family room are the antique shutters from Bill Gardner Antiques. They were carefully painted gray by artisan James Farmer and now conceal TV and

storage shelving. Curtains are from Olivine. Extra-long slipcovered sofas are reminiscent of Belgian style. Sally made the cross on the coffee table from driftwood

she collects on Boliver Island.
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A beautiful antique chandelier is the focal point of the dining room. Sally had furniture maker James Mol custom-build the dining table based on a picture she found in

World of Interiors magazine. The French mouton-leg chairs are slipcovered. Sidney, the family’s rescued pup, stands before a wall of framed botanicals.
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curved, squared openings were
arched, wood stair railings
became scrolled iron, and the
kitchen’s upper cabinet doors
were never made, instead the
shelves were left open to show
off Sally’s impressive collection
of white ironstone and glass
cake stands. A walk-in bar
under the stairs was trans-
formed into a much more
needed small computer office.

But, perhaps the biggest
metamorphosis came about
with a chance visit to Bill
Gardner’s antique shop. There,
Sally spotted two sets of green
shutters which she had artisan
James Farmer paint gray. Now
the shutters close off what was
to be open shelving flanking
the family room’s fireplace.
The simple, yet stunning shut-
ters became the focal point of
the room. The television,
thankfully, quietly hides
behind them.  

BELGIAN INFLUENCE

Though its facade and much
of the antiques are French, the
house has a decidedly Belgian
feel to it – a style that is today
all the rage in design circles.
White walls, dark floors, sim-
ple moldings, and gray cabi-
netry set the stage for the
clean-lined, oversized linen
slip-covered sofas that were
made in a decidedly Belgian
style – a style whose sensibili-
ties the Wheats have happily
embraced.

The Belgian look is further
punctuated with industrial
accents, and Sally’s Tolix and
Panton chairs placed around
her even more industrial-like
zinc breakfast table fit that
bill.  Houston’s biggest pur-
veyor of the Belgian look, Jill
Brown, owner of BROWN,
provided the kitchen’s hip
light fixtures.

Sally collects driftwood dur-
ing family vacations on
Bolivar Island and fashions it
into art and lamps – which
she displays around the house 

In the kitchen, the doors were left off the upper 

cabinets to reveal a collection of ironstone. Counter-

tops are white statuary marble; backsplashes are

white subway tile. The hefty white sink is a Shaws

farm sink. The two pendant lights are from Belgium,

via BROWN, a Houston shop notable for its Belgian

furnishings and accessories.
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On the slate-paved back patio by Thompson + Hanson, the polycarbonate woven sofa and chair are from High Fashion Home. The frilly white metal chairs, vintage

Mexican pieces, are from the Guild Shop. Sally painted them white and had brown cushions with crisp white piping custom-made for them. Sally designed the 

greenscape; husband Mark implemented it. 
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and sells in her shop located inside Antiques and Interiors on Dunlavy.
Although antiques abound throughout the house, newer, trendier
pieces are also plentiful, a mix that Sally loves and calls “the high with
the low.” She particularly likes to hunt down vintage-styled upholstery
pieces and covers them with trendy fabrics like Kelly Wearstler’s
“Imperial Trellis” found in her wonderful sitting room. 

EVER EVOLVING

The Wheats with two young children are happily settled in their
dream house. But Sally, with her continual exposure to new design
styles and fabrics, is still applying finishing touches to her house –
something that probably will continue for quite a while, she admits
with a laugh. A frequent visitor notices that furniture and accessories
routinely change, a hazard of being both an interior decorator and an
antiques seller. But that’s just fine with this stalker – anything that
makes the Wheats’ house look better, only improves upon perfection.

Around the breakfast room’s industrial-like zinc table are Tolix and Panton chairs.

The bubbly pendant light is from Indulge Maison Décor.  



RIGHT:  An mirror reflects a

view of the master bedroom, a

symphony in cream, mush-

room and taupe. The over-

sized headboard is tufted and

upholstered. A white painted

desk in the backtround holds

a modern Kartell lamp.

resources
SALLY WHEAT INTERIORS
713.269.1554

ANTIQUES AND
INTERIORS ON DUNLAVY
3845 Dunlavy
713.522.6996

BILL GARDNER ANTIQUES
2930 Ferndale
713.521.1027

THE GUILD SHOP
2009 Dunlavy
713.528.5095

INDULGE MAISON DÉCOR
2903 Saint
713.888.0181

JAMES MOL 
Furniture craftsman
713.397.4035 

KUHL-LINSCOMB
2424 W. Alabama
713.526.6000

OLIVINE
1151 Uptown Park Blvd.
713.622.7776

THOMPSON + HANSON
3600 W. Alabama
713.661.9500

Joni Webb, a local designer,
writes the popular blog 
Cote de Texas at www.
cotedetexas.blogspot.com 
and is host of the weekly 
Skirted Roundtable 
radio show available 
on I-tunes and skirted-
roundtable.blogspot.com.
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ELEMENTS THAT CHANGE A 
HO-HUM GEORGIAN HOUSE TO 
A STALKABLE BEAUTY

White stucco with fieldstone skirting
Wood planked shutters with iron 

hardware
Hipped roofline
Casement windows
Iron stair rails
Dark-stained hardwoods
Arched doorways
Open kitchen shelving
Simple green landscaping with 

lots of boxwoods

DESIGN ELEMENTS SALLY WHEAT
LOVES IN A HOUSE

White or oyster walls
Simple or no moldings
Dark hardwoods 
Seagrass:  rugs and wall-to-wall
Slipcovers
Open kitchen cabinetry with clean lines, 

no embellishments
White marble or concrete countertops
Shaws Farm Sink
A mix of old and new, high and low
Linen, linen, linen
Touches of the Belgian industrial look
Very simple window treatments, if any
Antique tapestry pillows
Portrait art
Driftwood

45

Sally Wheat at home. 

LEFT: “I love to do girls’ rooms,” Sally says, and

this one, for her daughter Sara is darling. On the

antique chest hand-painted by James Farmer is a

collection of Jonathan Adler pottery cats from Kuhl-

Linscomb. “Love” pillows are from the witty British

company Lush Designs

(www.lushlampshades.co.uk). Black and white

zigzag rug is by Madeline Weinrib of ABC Carpet &

Home in New York.
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One who arranges detail, form & color

$500
ROOM

MAKEOVER
Ask me how!
2 8 1 - 6 5 5 - 4 2 8 8

www.onidesigns.com 

Oni Roberts

SOMETHING SPECIAL
I N T E R I O R S

SOMETHING
Elegant Custom Trees & Floral Designs 

Daily Discounts

Decorative Accessories, Faux Tin Art,
and Containers of all Varieties,
In-Store for that Special Need.

12703-A Cutten So., Houston, TX 77066
(S. of 1960 at Willowbrook Mall or 249)

832-249-8607
www.somethingspecialinteriors.com

9-6 Mon-Fri • 10-5 Sat 

STOREWIDE SALE*

50% OFF
thru 9/19/09

*Excludes trees and shrubs

STOREWIDE SALE*

50% OFF
thru 9/19/09

*Excludes trees and shrubs

http://www.onidesigns.com
http://www.somethingspecialinteriors.com
http://www.airlinevacuum.com
http://huntongroup.com/
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Free Quotes • 713-829-3140

PAVING
With 

PAVING
With 

EleganceElegance

Pavers 

Retaining Walls 

Concrete Works

Driveways

Walkways

Arbors

Pavers 

Retaining Walls 

Concrete Works

Driveways

Walkways

Arbors

Escobar Company www.escobarcompany.com

3637 W. Alabama • No. 380
Houston, TX 77027

713.627.8970 ph • Since 1972
cabinetsanddesigns.net  

Kitchens • Baths
Entertainment Centers

Home Offices
Closets

Quick delivery options available

MOVING
All Displays 

For Sale

Up to 
$1500 

TAX REFUND for 2009!

PROFESSIONAL REUPHOLSTERY

11330 Northwest Freeway
Houston, TX 77092
(290 West b/t 34th & Antoine)
713.957.0003 Phone
713.957.1450 fax
M-F 10-7 • Sat 10-6

Home Furnishings     Accessories     Fabrics     Trims

w w w . m a x i m u m f u r n i t u r e . c o m

Before After

866-869-8940 Toll Free

www.GreatFence.com

http://www.escobarcompany.com
http://www.renwd.com
http://www.maximumfurniture.com
http://www.cabinetsanddesigns.net
http://www.hotwaterguys.com
http://www.greatfence.com
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Patios and decks are among the most popular places
to relax at home in our year-round climate. If you’re
thinking of building a deck or remodeling an existing
one, you have more choices in materials than ever
before. 

Natural wood decks are still the standard. Most people choose pine
treated with chemicals that make it stand up to weather and damp soil.
However, other woods, synthetic woods, natural stone and concrete are
all coming into increasing use and each has its strengths. Largely, it’s a
matter of taste.

Natural woods other than pine also can be used. Redwood and
cedar, for example, have resins that naturally protect them from weather-
ing and rotting. They are, however, more expensive than treated pine.
Choose materials for your deck that will complement the total look of
your house, garden and any accessory structures in your landscape.
Make sure the design of your deck is not only aesthetically pleasing, but
also functional. If the deck is not comfortable, you won’t want to spend
time there.

ECO-SMART SYNTHETICS

One synthetic that is attracting a lot of attention is Trex, a composite
that’s half recycled plastic and half wood and guaranteed not to split, rot
or crack for 10 years. Most of the plastic comes from plastic supermar-
ket bags returned to the stores for recycling — plastics that otherwise
would go to landfills. The wood used in Trex is also a waste product,
coming from furniture manufacturers and used wood pallets. Trex does-
n’t need to be painted, and company officials recommend that it not be. 

“I recommend using Trex for Houston's climate,” Tim Turner of
Windswept Landscape Studios says. “It has the same look as wood with-
out the maintenance and longevity issues with wood.”

Other popular synthetic decking materials include Choicedek, also
made with recycled materials; and CorrectDeck, a polypropylene com-
posite guaranteed not to rot, splinter or crack.

LIKE A ROCK

Another choice in decks is concrete, which lately has gotten enormous
attention for its flexibility in building and design applications. 

“We can make concrete deck floors that look like natural stone tex-
tures,” says George Chopp of Freehand Concepts. “We can imprint

OUTDOOR FLOORS
GREAT DECKING SURFACES FOR FRONT OR BACKYARD SPACESB y  J U N E  S A N T O N

ABOVE: The planks for this expansive deck are Choicedek, composite decking made with recycled materials.

Freehand Concepts, a Houston-based company, builds concrete deck floors

that look like natural stone textures.
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http://www.airdepot.com
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divisions so that it looks like tiles or flagstone
pieces, and it can have designs imprinted in
the surface any colors the customer wants.”

Chopp says he generally starts with the
basic color mixed in with the concrete before
it’s poured. Then he applies accent colors over
the top surface so that they wick in, creating a
marbleized look. Finally, a sealing membrane
covers the top surface.

“We’re completing a home in Kingwood
now, and the patio floor looks absolutely beau-
tiful,” he says. “We used a limestone-color
base with accents of deep charcoal. A gold-buff color was flashed over the charcoal to
highlight it, and then we picked up the red brick color of the brick house to comple-
ment it.”

DESIGN DETAILS

As each builder and designer emphasizes, the material used should be chosen to com-
plement the total setting, as well as to provide the function you want.

When considering the design for your deck, strive for an intimate setting that
invites people to enter, sit down and relax. Don’t try to cover your whole back yard
with a deck. Instead, go for a smaller, cozier design that creates a vignette within the
total yard setting.

Make use of the natural qualities of wood or synthetic wood products to create
herringbone designs in the deck flooring for added visual interest. Bay-like structures
and angled shapes, rather than a plain rectangular deck, can add interest. Multiple lev-
els can add still more interest.

Any deck in Houston should be sheltered at least partially by some overhead
structure, whether solid roof, vine-covered trellis or something else. Here, it’s all about
shade. That shading shelter can mean the patio will remain inviting, rather than sit-
ting unused.

resources
BELGARD
www.belgard.biz

BELLAGIO POOLS
281.379.5552
www.bellagiopool.com

CHOICEDEK
(Weyerhaeuser Co.)
www.choicedek.com

CORRECTDECK
www.correctdeck.com

DECKORATORS
www.deckorators.com

THE FLOOD COMPANY
800.321.3444
www.floodco.com.

FREEHAND CONCEPTS
713.462.4900
www.freehandconcepts.com

PARAGON POOLS
713.869.7946
www.paragonpool.com

TEXAS DECKS
713.697.3446
www.texasdecksetc.com

TREX
www.trex.com

WINDSWEPT LANDSCAPE
STUDIOS
713.263.7771
www.windsweptlandscape.com

Concrete deck pavers by Belgard designate an attractive area for entertaining or relaxing.

LEFT: Rock the hours away on your new deck by CorrectDeck, a polypropylene

composite that’s guaranteed not to rot, splinter or crack. 
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http://www.scottishstainedglass.com
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http://www.johnmooreservices.com
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The Results Are In ...It Works!

Reduce Interior Fading...Fabrics, Flooring, Fine Art and Furniture

Lower Energy Costs...Improve Comfort and Save on Air Conditioning

Glare Control...Remove Frustrating and Unwanted Glare, Less Eyestrain

Add Safety and Security...Makes Glass Considerably Stronger

Lifetime Warranty

Houston Window Film & Radiant Barrier
281•398•2230

www.HoustonWindowFilm.com
Houston’s Finest Window Film Company

• With Hüper Optik window film, consumers can have
a view and save money on their energy bills.

• Hüper Optik products do not contain any dyes or have
new adhesives that would bubble, peel or discolor 
over time.

• Window films are one of the most cost effective 
methods to reduce energy consumption, reduce fading
and improve the strength of the glass.

• Professional installation with Hüper Optik window 
film’s German patented ceramic technology yields a 
clear view for your upscale interior or vacation home.

Interior Designers Trust 
Hüper Optik Window Film

The next generation of window film is here now, available at

Ceramic & Clear Films Available

Hüper Optik’s select
product technology was 
chosen as one of the top
10 Green Innovations 
in 2007 by Greenspace
and environmental news.

Houston Radiant Barrier
Our EnergyQ™ Radiant Barrier

• Lowers Utility Bills 20-40% (summer & winter)
• Blocks 97% of Radiant Heat Transfers

• Less Wear and Tear on A/C Units  
• Reduces Hot and Cold Spots

• Maintains Uniform Temperature Throughout Home
• Pays for Itself Within 1-2-1/2 Years  

• Lifetime Warranty

See EnergyQ.com for more information

http://www.houstonwindowfilm.com
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Use it, toss it, bag it, carry it to the curb and forget about it — this is the
way most of us think about trash. Out of sight, out of mind. Get the
garbage as far away as possible. Even the most adventurous children hold
their noses and make excuses to avoid carrying those nasty trash bags to the
curb (“But, Mom, I did it last week!”). Of course, nobody wants to live
next to their refuse … nor should they, given the potential problems associ-
ated with exposure to harmful bacteria, heavy metals and chemical contam-
ination. 

So, as we push discards out of our homes and into the waste stream,
precisely what journey does garbage take from the curb to its final resting
place? The only slightly dramatized tale that follows is more grubby than
epic, more nauseating than whimsical, but a tale that nevertheless must be
told: the tale of the trail of our trash. 

CHAPTER 1: TRUCKIN’ THROUGH THE ’HOOD
Most homeowners have seen garbage trucks methodically making their way
through the neighborhood, often with very sweaty men jumping on and
off to hoist bulging bags or mechanical arms lifting overflowing bins into a
chasm at the rear of the truck. Thus, the journey of trash begins with the
solid waste collection vehicle — or in Britain, the quaint-sounding dustbin
lorry — a rolling ferry transporting garbage away from the quiet solace of
the shire to a land of, well, more garbage. Once secured by the collection
vehicle, trash usually meets the wrath of a compactor to make room for its
malodorous brethren. After collecting and compacting about six tons, the
truck departs.

CHAPTER 2: A STOP ON THE WAY
While many trucks simply make their way to a landfill, others stop at a
trash transfer station. Transfer stations are a kind of trash purgatory, a tran-
sitional space between initial collection and final disposition. These garbage
depots consist of a simple slab of concrete — a tipping floor with or with-
out walls or covering — designed to allow large trucks to dump their load
into a large pile, where it is once again compacted and then packed into
larger trucks destined for the landfill. As you can imagine, the stench inside

and surrounding such a site often proves unbearable. All this is before the
vectors — rats, raccoons, roaches and the like — enter the scene.  

CHAPTER 3: A HAPPIER PLACE
However, our discards occasionally meet with a different fate. Some facili-
ties provide an area separate from the tipping floor for common recyclables,
an area for brush and yard waste (used for composting), an area for build-
ing materials or furniture or appliances, etc. When the essential function of
a transfer station becomes waste diversion and retrieval rather than waste
compaction and disposal, our rubbish has stumbled into a materials recov-
ery facility (MRF). Here, recyclable metals, compostable organics, intact
construction supplies and reusable items ranging from paint to microwaves
to bed frames to bicycles are separated from the refuse. Some MRFs even
reach out to artists who can find aesthetic value in the unlikeliest junk.
What’s more, the economics of recovery rival the environmental benefit: a
recent study found that the Greater Austin area buries in landfills about
$40 million annually in easily recoverable materials.

CHAPTER 4: AN UNPLEASANT GRAVE
Unfortunately, materials recovery facilities are a rare breed in Texas, which
means that the journey taken by the vast majority of our trash still ends
with land disposal. Trucks arrive from transfer stations or neighborhoods at
the landfill gate, where they are weighed, sometimes inspected by a spotter
perched above the scales (checking for illegal items like freon-filled refriger-
ators) and then waved on to the working face. There, trash meets with
more trash meets with menacing compactors — behemoth vehicles often
equipped with massive spiked metal wheels and a dozer blade — load after
load, hour after hour until, finally, the waste is covered with 6 inches of
dirt at the end of the day. This process of burying and covering garbage to
prevent contact with moisture is fittingly known as dry entombment.
Within this trash mountain our refuse finds its final resting place. 
Or does it?

EPILOGUE: THE TRAIL OF TRASH … CONTINUED
A number of studies show that even modern landfills with liners eventually
leak, allowing household chemicals and heavy metals to leach into soil and
nearby water sources. Garbage dumps are the largest source of human-
caused methane emissions, a greenhouse gas 23 times more potent than
carbon dioxide. Researchers have found high levels of mercury in some
landfill gas intended for venting. The journey of our trash may not end
with its entombment; it can come back to haunt us.  

ALTERNATIVE ENDING: NO TRAIL AT ALL
In many ways, the tale of trash is choose-your-own-adventure rather than
scripted drama. Opportunities to divert our detritus from the trash trail
exist at every turn in the story: We can purchase recycled and recyclable
goods, repair and reuse old items, donate to Goodwill or use Freecycle.org
for unwanted things. Food and yard waste can go into compost. Best Buy
recycles old TVs and computers. Even styrofoam has a better resting place
than the landfill: local companies like Houston Foam Plastics and Avan-
gard Industries recycle clean styrofoam and most packaging places, includ-
ing UPS Stores are happy to take the peanuts. This is the happier ending of
the tale of the trail of trash … the ending that leaves no trail at all.

Jeffrey Jacoby is program director for Texas Campaign for the
Environment, a grassroots nonprofit working to press for sustainable
waste and recycling policies. Visit www.texasenvironment.org. 

By  J EFFREY  JACOBYgreen house

The Tale of the
Trail of Trash 



David Oriental Rugs is independently owned and has been

serving the Greater Houston Area for over 28 years.With one of

the largest showrooms in the area, David Oriental Rugs offers the

most exquisite array of specialized rugs. David also received the

BBB Gold Star award in 2005, 2006 and 2007.

David Oriental Rugs is a direct importer of fine Persian carpets

with expertise in antique Persian rugs. Oriental rug appraisal and

restoration services are also available. So whether you are in the

market for a new Persian rug or need some assistance with a rug

you already own, David can help!

DAVID ORIENTAL RUGS
New Location

7560 Westheimer Road @ Voss, Suite C.,

Houston,TX 77063

713.266.7772 
www.davidorientalrugs.com

http://www.davidorientalrugs.com
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root zones have been well watered. Be sure to break up the watering
times, if necessary, to prevent surface runoff. Frequency will be deter-
mined by both soil and environmental conditions so you must investigate
below the surface grade. Using a soil probe, probe the root ball in a few
locations to a depth of at least 6 inches. If the soil is dry, then it is time to
water.

With irrigation under control, fertilization of your garden is next in
helping your plants retain their vigor through weather stresses. Texas has
cold spells in the winter and hot summers, but the extreme fluctuations in
temperatures that occur in spring and fall are what truly stress our plants.
The healthier they are when facing these extremes, the more likely they
are to withstand them without substantial damage. To understand your
soil’s structure, a soil analysis is invaluable. Visit www.txplant-soillab.com
or http://soiltesting.tamu.edu to find out how to submit a soil sample.
The report generated will give an in-depth soil analysis of the level of
nutrients in your soil, the soil’s pH value or how acidic or basic your soil
is, and it also will make recommendations for the amount and type of 
fertilizer you will need to add for optimum plant growth. 

I recommend organic fertilizers since they naturally improve the health
and productivity of the soil, which in turn benefits the plants on multiple
levels. Moore Life Enhanced Compost Tea is a highly concentrated micro-
bial liquid fertilizer produced by extracting beneficial microbes from com-
post. This specially blended tea uses a high-quality, microbial rich com-
post along with liquid molasses and fish hydrolysis. These additives assist
in feeding the diverse population of both bacteria and fungi in our soils
needed for healthy plants. 

Lastly but certainly not least, mulch provides a blanket for your
garden: keeping the soil temperatures more even, conserving moisture,
providing a healthy environment for critters (earthworms, bacteria and
microbes) and eventually decomposing into the soil to provide much
needed organic nutrients. Shredded hardwood mulches decompose natu-
rally, improving the soil’s structure and its fertility. A layer of 2 inches to 
3 inches applied twice a year is important. In areas where it could be
washed or worn away, it might be necessary to apply more often. With
the late spring rains we received, now would be a good time to access the
mulch depth throughout your gardens. 

One note of caution, too deep a layer of mulch can be detrimental. As
in planting, when mulching, it is paramount to ensure the root flare of
the plant is properly exposed. Making certain the root flare is uncovered is
often the most proactive care that can be provided for a plant. This 
condition is often seen as a problem in trees, although other plantings are
affected as well. In larger plant materials, lack of a root flare reduces 
oxygen to aerial trunk tissue, ultimately suffocating the plant; increased
moisture causing swelling and a gradual decay of trunk tissue; stunted
growth of the trunk tissue by hiding or covering potential injuries or
problems that could possibly be treated; and hidden girdling or encircling
roots that will choke or restrict development. Limiting the depth of mulch
based on the plant size will guarantee the root flare receives adequate
circulation while still benefiting from the layer of natural protection.

Our summers can be brutal, but with a little legwork now, your 
garden will be able to survive and thrive in the future. By applying a 
moderate covering of mulch, tailoring a fertilization program to your soil’s
requirements and adhering to appropriate watering practices, your
garden will weather our Texas summers. 

Summer Gardening Texas Style 
by LARA MOFFAT

If you have lived in Texas long enough you are well aware of its finicky
weather patterns, but July is fairly predictable: hot and dry. A handful of
ornamental plants thrive under these conditions, however most need a
helping hand.

To have a fighting chance during the hottest time of the year, proper
watering, fertilization and mulch are vital to help your garden through the
summer months. The two primary issues this time of year are sun/shade
variances and wet/dry conditions. Over-watering a plant that favors dry
conditions and good drainage can kill even the healthiest specimen, 
whereas the summer sun is deadly no matter how much water shade-loving
plants receive. 

The first signs of heat stress usually appear in the wilting of leaves and
tender stems. Succulent plants such as Impatiens or coleus will often lose
moisture in the hot sun faster than it can be restored. Placing plants in 
locations best suited for their environmental requirements normally solve
this problem. It’s common to see wilt on new growth during the hottest
part of the day; therefore it’s necessary to check below the surface of the
soil to access the moisture conditions and irrigate only when necessary. 

Managing the irrigation system of your garden is necessary year-round
but critical during the summer. A weekly inspection should include 
turning on each zone to ensure the valve is operating properly and 
inspecting the nozzles on every head to be sure that it has not become
clogged or misdirected. 

A recommended watering schedule for the summer will usually be three
days a week for beds and turf. Remember, it is always better to water less
frequently and more deeply than to water every day. If you have containers
on your irrigation system — hopefully on a separate zone — you will need
to water those containers daily. However if they are watered on the same
zone as beds or turf, you should run the zones in a manner suitable for the
bed or turf and supplement containers by hand watering. 

During periods of normal rainfall, a well-maintained and programmed
irrigation system will do an adequate job of supplementing the water
requirements for most of our trees. Without soaking rains though, your
trees will require a deeper watering than a normal irrigation cycle will deliv-
er. In most cases, it is best to water manually with a hose or a soaker hose;
water slowly for about an hour in the root zone under the tree canopy.
Once the area is soaked, relocate and repeat watering process until all the

gardening

Plants in containers can add bright pops of summer color. If you have an irrigation system,
make sure containers are on a separate zone from the rest of the landscape and water them
daily during the summer. 
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24 HOUR SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS
Cooling and Heating Houston Since 1982  •  Bryan/College Station Since 1985

TACLA-681C

Don’t do it the hard way, 
do it the EASI way.

Call the EASI Guys and Gals

713-680-EASI • www.environmentalair.com

2007 Winner ®

COMMERCIAL A/C, HEATING & REFRIGERATION

• Customized maintenance agreements

• Service when you need it 24/7

• Operators on duty 24/7

• Commercial Refrigeration and Process Cooling

• All technicians registered by Texas
Department of Licensing and Regulation

• All employees drug tested and background Checked

• Members of the BBB and ACCA

Chillers • Boilers • Rooftop Package Units • Split Systems • Cooling Towers

http://www.californiaclosets.com
http://www.environmentalair.com
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pet of the month

My name’s Stryker,  and I’m a
2-year-old Catahoula Leopard
Brindle/Labrador Retriever mix.
Catahoula rhymes with “rock-a-hula” –
both words have rhythm, and, hey, so
do I. Catahoulas are the official
State Dog of Louisiana. We like
swamps and bayous, love to hunt and
need lots of exercise. We’ve been
known to howl along with Elvis and Fats Domino recordings.
And Roy Orbison: “Cry-y-y-ing over you…” I mean, how can
you not howl to that? Oh, and we have hypnotic eyes.  Mine
are what’s called “glass” eyes. They’re hauntingly blue so I
can see straight into your soul. I’m a very gentle, loyal guy
who’ll follow you anywhere if you just rub my ears and belly.
I’ve been diagnosed with heartworms, but if you adopt me
the Houston SPCA will take care of this issue. Come visit,
and let my baby blues peer into your soul. Ask for my ID#
A07239280 at

HOUSTON SPCA
900 Portway Drive, Houston 77024, 713.869.SPCA (7722)
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily, www.houstonspca.org

Most suburbanites pay hundreds of dol-
lars each month to landscape, clip and
mow their perfectly manicured lawn
and garden. The ornamental shrubs,
flowers and trees are lawn companies’ idea of potted gold,
but Jason McKenzie, owner of The Pineywoods Nursery and
Landscaping in Shenandoah, is reeducating the public to
return them to their agricultural roots. He is one of 19 home
and garden experts who will speak at The Woodlands Fall
Home & Garden Show Aug. 29-30 at the Waterway Marriott
Hotel & Convention Center, 1601 Lake Robbins Drive. Instead
of the usual flora, McKenzie urges homeowners to try planting
fruit-bearing trees, blueberry shrubs or training blackberries
on a trellis. Known as habitat gardening, these plants create
a functional habitat for residents, as well as providing an eco-
friendly landscape and saving money on both groceries and
yard maintenance.

Tickets to the home show are $9 for adults, $7 for 
seniors and free for children. Information:
www.WoodlandsShows.com 

Lantana feeds wildlife.

Habitat Gardening

At The WOODLANDS FALL HOME &
GARDEN SHOW, learn more about
growing food-producing plants

936.321.5454
1.800.524.1143

www.windowsofopp.com
FREE In-Home Consultation

Custom Draperies, Blinds, Shutters,
Bedspreads & Upholstery

3600 FM 1488
Suite 90
Conroe, Tx.
77384

CREATING A MORE BEAUTIFUL HOME 
& PROTECTING YOUR INVESTMENT! 

James Hardie Siding for long-lasting 
protection on the outside of your home.

Reduce energy bills and give your home more
“curb appeal” with Replacement Windows.

Best Investments
281-852-1866

Best-Investments.com

Remodel with 
Confidence.

Get The Right Tools For The Job.
Get A Qualified Contractor.

For a copy of our 2008
Membership Directory

Resource Guide for
homeowners, call the

NARI  Houston office
at  713.621.NARI

www.NARIhouston.com

2009 CoTY AWARD WINNER

2006-2008 
Award for Excellence

http://www.best-investments.com
http://www.windowsofopp.com
http://www.woodlandsshows.com
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CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING

281.802.2488

www.suncraftdesign.com

RESIDENTIAL
•Custom Homes  •Remodeling 
•Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinets

•Additions •Framing
•Green Building 

COMMERCIAL
•Commercial Build Outs
•Remodeling •Concrete
•Small or Large Projects

CUSTOMIZING SPECIALISTS 
FOR 35 YEARS

MASTER CARPENTER 
AND CABINET MAKERS

DESIGN
SERVICES

Texas Licensed Contractor

DESIGN BUILD INC.

European
Elegance

European
Elegance

Paving
Design
713-850-6375
832-607-2266
www.pavedesign.com

Let Me Show You 
The Difference...No Other 
Windows Come Close
� Save Energy 
� Cut Noise 
� Add Security 
� Block Out Heat, Cold & Dust

Usually 20% to 50% Off 
Major Competition.
• Custom Made Replacement Windows, 

Storm Windows & Storm Shutters
• Replace Old Windows

$CASH DISCOUNT • FREE ESTIMATES
Deal Directly with Owner

Lifetime Warranty

281.955.8994 
www.windowreplacementofhouston.com

GUARDIAN WINDOWS
Since 1986

ALWAYS HOT

Tankless 
Gas Water 
Heaters

U-Plumb-It
PARTS • FIXTURES • FAUCETS

INSTRUCTION 

1424 Montrose
Houston, TX 77019

713.942.2277

Endless hot 
water for your 
entire home
heated only 
when you 
need it

FEATURING 
TOTO 

BATHROOM FIXTURES

ATs’
A N TO N I O’S T R E E S

W H O L E S A L E

High quality 
custom made silk trees,

plants & greenery

8600 WESTPARK DR, STE. 112
HOUSTON, TX 77063

713.278.1145

antoniossilktrees.com

GRIFFITH WOODWERKS

When quality craftsmanship is your first concern
832-375-1050

2519 Bammel Timbers • Houston
� Home Theaters
� Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinets
� Refinishing & Refacing
� Custom Built-Ins
� Unique Furniture Designs

Since 1987

www.griffithwoodwerks.com

BOUTROS CONSTRUCTION
A L L P H A S E S O F H O M E R E M O D E L I N G

OVER 11 YEARS EXPERIENCE • 713-587-0000 • WWW.BOUTROSCONSTRUCTION.COM

http://www.pavedesign.com
http://www.suncraftdesign.com
http://www.windowreplacementofhouston.com
http://www.irontopdesigns.com
http://www.antoniossilktrees.com
http://www.griffithwoodwerks.com
http://www.boutrosconstruction.com
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pet of the month

My name’s Stryker,  and I’m a
2-year-old Catahoula Leopard
Brindle/Labrador Retriever mix.
Catahoula rhymes with “rock-a-hula” –
both words have rhythm, and, hey, so
do I. Catahoulas are the official State
Dog of Louisiana. We like swamps and
bayous, love to hunt and need lots of
exercise. We’ve been known to howl
along with Elvis and Fats Domino recordings. And Roy
Orbison: “Cry-y-y-ing over you…” I mean, how can you not
howl to that? Oh, and we have hypnotic eyes.  Mine are
what’s called “glass” eyes. They’re hauntingly blue so I can
see straight into your soul. I’m a very gentle, loyal guy who’ll
follow you anywhere if you just rub my ears and belly. I’ve
been diagnosed with heartworms, but if you adopt me the
Houston SPCA will take care of this issue. Come visit, and
let my baby blues peer into your soul. Ask for my ID#
A07239280 at

HOUSTON SPCA
900 Portway Drive, Houston 77024, 713.869.SPCA (7722)
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily, www.houstonspca.org

pet of the month

Look at my picture and
guess my name. If you guess
right, you win! And the prize is, well, me,
if we hit it off. People always rave about
my looks and say I have a witty personal-
ity to match. My name’s Oreo (Get it?
Guess right?). I’m a 4-year-old female
Shepherd Mix and I’m sure I belonged to
an interior designer in a previous life, probably Elsie de Wolfe
or Dorothy Draper. I look quite fetching on a black-and-white tile
floor, a fuschia sofa or lounging around in a mustard yellow
drawing room. I have impeccable taste but, alas, no budget.
My owners brought me to the SPCA because they could no
longer afford to keep me. I hate this recession. I’ve never had
a subprime mortgage, never traded derivatives, don’t know a
credit default swap from my elbow, but, boy, have these things
made my summer a bummer. Newsweek magazine and I are
declaring this recession over! I really don’t cost much to keep.
When you come to adopt me, ask for my I.D. # A07550125
and get the flyer “Putting Your Pet on a Budget” at

HOUSTON SPCA
900 Portway Drive, Houston 77024, 713.869.SPCA (7722)
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily, www.houstonspca.org

Take an ordinary journey 
to an extraordinary place

15635 FM 2920 • Tomball, Texas 77377
www.arborgate.com • 281-351-8851

The Arbor Gate

apexrc@comcast.net 713-498-3445 www.houstonapexremodeling.com

APEX REMODELING & CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions

Kitchen Remodeling
Bathroom Remodeling

Patio Covers
Complete Home Remodeling

Fully Licensed • Fully Insured • Texas State Registered Builder

FREE ESTIMATES • LET US SAVE YOU MONEY!

1331 Seamist Dr. • Houston, TX 77008 • 713.868.1021 • www.PaylessInsulation.com

R8 Cotton Insulated

®

HEALTHY GREEN
PRODUCTS

INSULATION • ACOUSTICAL • REMOVAL
COTTON - INSULATION/DUCTS/WRAP

Native Texas Landscape
Design & Construction

Patio Covers • Flagstone Patios
Outdoor Kitchens • Firepits 
Waterfalls • Retaining Walls
Disaster Cleanup • Fences

Complete Landscape Design and
Installation Including Irrigation

Insured • 100% Guaranteed

281-687-7512 • www.NativeTexasLandscape.com281-687-7512 • www.NativeTexasLandscape.com
Servicing: North Houston • Spring • Woodlands• Conroe Wes & Rhonda Hackney, Owners

Buy Where The Contractors Buy

713-995-8453
59 South @ Bissonnet

713-943-7171
45 South @ Airport

• Ceramic     • Granite    • Marble      • Travertine  
• Porcelain  • Slate      • Granite Countertops

QUALITY
TILE, MARBLE & GRANITE

Wholesale & Retail

832-250-7328 Cell 
Now Open For Katy & Memorial Residents

Email: Qtiles@sbcglobal.net  • Monday-Saturday 8:00am to 7:00pm   • Se Habla Español

Slate
Starts At 99¢ 

Ceramic
Starts At 69¢ 

281-405-8383
9825 Airline

4”x4” Wall Tile.......7¢ 
6”x6” Wall Tile.....14¢ 

2000 Sam Houston Pkwy. @ I-10 • 713-465-8453

208 McCown, Montgomery, TX
936-444-3248

Savvy Antiques & Décor
Country French & European primitives 
and accessories. Unique items at great

prices for the savvy shopper.

Wed. - Sat. 10:00 - 5:00 Sun. 12:00 - 5:00

Installation, Sand & Finish, Hand Scraped

281.376.6262 • 1.800.301.6262

C H A N D R A  S T O N E , I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N

Design Concepts for Life

5120 Woodway Drive  � Suite 5029  � Houston, TX 77056
713.622.4455 Phone �   713.622.5591 Fax �   www.chandrastone.com

Experience 30 years of design excellence

Personal Attention Design concepts tailored for each client

Beauty and Function Aesthetics balanced with practicality

Custom Design Interior detailing and design of custom millwork
Custom furnishings and window treatments

Registered by the Texas Board of Architectural Examiners

http://www.arborgate.com
http://www.houstonapexremodeling.com
http://www.paylessinsulation.com
http://www.nativetexaslandscape.com
http://www.houstonspca.org
http://www.chandrastone.com
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STAINED CONCRETE
by Peyton & Associates
STAINED CONCRETE
by Peyton & Associates

www.stainedconcrete.org
936-449-5511(metro)

www.stainedconcrete.org
936-449-5511(metro)

Let us transform your ordinary 
gray patios into lasting impressions!

Let us transform your ordinary 
gray patios into lasting impressions!

7770 Louetta
Located Between 

Champion Forest & Stuebner Airline
Happily serving our customers for over 20 years

281-370-6880
www.showerdoorshouston.com

Shower yourself in

Let us show you the hottest trends
in shower enclosures to enhance

the look of your bathroom

uxury

• We measure/install
• Guaranteed not to leak
• Visit our beautiful showroom

Art & Frame Gallery

Heavy,
frameless

shower 
enclosures.

KEEP IT LOOKING AS GORGEOUS AS THE DAY YOU BOUGHT IT!
ASK ABOUT SHOWERGUARD PROTECTED GLASS.

19$ 97
sq. ft.
installed
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610 N

I-
4
5

K
a
rb

a
c
h

M
a
n
g
u
m

Dac
om

a

290

Beltway 8

59

Present this ad for Special 
Offer on Granite Countertops
Great Selection– Many Colors
Showroom Available by Appt.

281-802-5099 
masterstone@sbcglobal.net

2103 Karbach • Houston, TX 77092
Mon-Fri: 8am-5pm • Sat & Sun: By Appt.

FREE

ESTIMATES!

Granite Auction Co.
www.graniteforme.com

Tired of Mulching?

High 

quality, safe,

long-lasting

product. 

DS Supply Inc.DS Supply Inc.
713.802.2333

7250 Wynnpark
Houston, TX 77008

www.internationalmulch.com

29 Years of Excellence
Plantation • Traditional • Exterior • Wood Blinds

Shutters Reapainted & Repaired

281-441-7998
15120 Lee Road, Suite #614 • fax 281-441-7020

www.americanshutters.net

American Shutter Company

Beauty • Elegance • Style
Q U A L I T Y  C U S T O M  S H U T T E R S

Free Quotes
By Phone or In Home

If you are 62 years or 
older you can: 
• Supplement Retirement 

Income, Tax Free
• Pay for medical expenses, 

home improvements, and 
everyday expenses

• Eliminate monthly mortgage 
payments

• Stay in your home and 
retain the title

• Make no loan payments 
as long as you live in 
the home. 

• NNoo  IInnccoommee  oorr  CCrreeddiitt  
RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss

Debbie Schultz
Reverse Mortgage Specialist
Houston Capital Mortgage
Tx Entity License #75094
713-594-1089 Secure your retirement and 

financial stability by calling an 
industry professional of 30 years 
to inquire about this government

insured program and other 
mortgage loan programs.

7700 San Felipe • Suite 400 • Houston, TX 77063
dschultz@houstoncapital.com • www.houstoncapital.com

Is a Reverse Mortgage
right for you?

Use Your Equity in Your Home to Supplement Retirement Income

WINE CELLARS
CUSTOM BUILT

• In Your Home
• In Your Business

����CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING

281.802.2488

www.suncraftdesign.com

CUSTOMIZING SPECIALISTS 
FOR 35 YEARS

MASTER CARPENTER 
AND CABINET MAKERS

DESIGN
SERVICES

Texas Licensed Contractor

DESIGN BUILD INC.

35th ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF GLASS AND

ANTIQUE SHOW & SALE

FORT BEND COUNTY
FAIRGROUNDS

US 59 to Hwy 36 South, 1/2 mile -
Rosenberg,TX

INFORMATION:
Lenette Heideman, 281-342-4876 or

Mark Church, 713-729-4267
www.houstonglassclub.org

Admission $10.00 Fri. (Good All 3 Days)

$6.00 Sat. & Sun.
HOUSTON GLASS CLUB

American Depression Era Glass - Elegant Glass - Kitchenware - American Dinnerware - Pottery

AUGUST 
14th, 15th & 16th, 2009
Friday Preview 2pm-7pm

Sat. 10am-5pm Sun. 11am-4pm

We Do Windows
..and Doors

Personalized Service at Affordable Prices
Call Nelson Fisher for estimates, brochures or more details.

Prices gladly quoted by phone.

Texas Windows & Doors Inc.
908 Town & Country Blvd. #120

713-984-7543
www.texaswindowsanddoors.net

Replacement Window Specialist • Since 1985

http://www.showerdoorshouston.com
http://www.stainedconcrete.org
http://www.houstoncapital.com
http://www.internationalmulch.com
http://www.americanshutters.net
http://www.suncraftdesign.com
http://www.houstonglassclub.org
http://www.texaswindowsanddoors.net


281.651.8400
281.251.7707 fax
www.artistic-finishes.com
info@artistic-finishes.com

Artistic Finishes is a licensed 
independent company with 30 
years of experience, catering 
Houston, Dallas, San Antonio 
and Austin to enhance the 
beauty and value of your home.

A full service company offering personalized 
turnkey interior renovations

http://www.artistic-finishes.com
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Money MakersMoney Makers

www.moneymakersflags.comwww.moneymakersflags.com
1517 Blalock                      713-461-1153
Houston, TX 77080            800-838-1153
1517 Blalock                      713-461-1153
Houston, TX 77080            800-838-1153

Flags, Banners, Poles
Windsocks and Pennants

Flags, Banners, Poles
Windsocks and Pennants

• Custom Drapes
• Slip Covers
• Cornices
• Bedding

• Mini Blinds
• Custom Furniture
• Shades
• Pillows

Fine Quality • Great Prices • Work Done on Premises
Open to the Public • Trade Welcome

Serving Southwest Houston & Fort Bend County

’Sophies Upholstery
& Draperies

11925 Southwest Fwy. #2 • 281.879.6300

Skylights•Sun Tunnels•Solar Roof Vents

713-466-1551
5829 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N. • Suite 801
InnovativeSkylights.com • SolarRoofVent.com

SUMMER SPECIAL
• One Story Home . . $175 
• Two Story Home . . $275
• Driveways Only . . . . $50

PRESSURE WASHING

W/WINDOW CLEANING

& DRIVEWAY

Call 713-899-0789

Total Renovations:
Decking • Tile • Resurface • Waterfalls

Call now for a free estimate

www.competitionpools.com
281-955-8114281-955-8114

HOUSTON’S PREMIER POOL REMODELER SINCE 1982
Pool Remodeling SpecialistsPool Remodeling Specialists

WINE CELLARS BY BOB JACKSON
PREMIUM 

REDWOOD SYSTEMS

713-464-2600713-464-2600

WINE CELLARS BY BOB JACKSON

•Climate Controlled 
•Custom Designed to Fit Your Needs or Space

•Closet Conversions 
•Cabinetry & Racks 

•Wine Cooling Systems

� � � � � VISIT US AT THE � � � � �

www.randfantiques.com

912 Yale Street
North of I-10 in “The Heights”

713-861-7750 
Wed - Sat: 10:00 - 5:30 � Sun - Tues: By Chance or Appt.

We Do ESTATE SALES
Call Us!

35th Annual Festival of Glass and Antique Show and Sale
Aug. 14, 15 & 16, 2009

US 59 to Hwy 36 South, 1/2 mile - Rosenburg,Texas

The Blind Man
Our Prices Won’t Make You Shutter!

Phone 281-537-1738
Free Advice, Estimates and Installation

www.theblindman.net

281.794.4830

• Design Makeovers for Home & Office
• New Construction & Remodeling
• Window Treatments, Furniture, 

Art & Accessories
• Feng Shui & Color Consultations

As seen on Great Day
Houston and Fox!

GOLD

w w w . r o o m r e d o . c o mPamela O’Brien

Upgrade Your Style Today!Upgrade Your Style Today! CREATIVE CONTOURS
LANDSCAPE CO.

CREATIVE CONTOURS
LANDSCAPE CO.

• Landscape Lighting
• Sprinkler Systems
• Soil pH Testing
• Design 
• Installation

• Underground 
Drainage Systems

• Brick, Brick Paver,
& Stone Patios

• Landscape

Russell Budnick
Grad. Texas A&M

713-723-9318713-723-9318
www.creativecontourslandscapingLLC.com

$50 OFF With This Ad

C=Creative Design A=Audio Equipment V=Video Solutions E=Electronics

M=Manufacture A=Automation N=Networking

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

REMODELING

homeofficehouston.com
713-440-7990

Bonded & Insured
References • Free Estimates

Professional Services
Roofing

PAINTING&
SHEETROCK

Carpentry - Ceramic Tile
MOVING SERVICES

20% Off Any Service 
HANDYMAN-CONTRACTOR

JC Builders
One Stop Shop

• Room Additions 
• Flooring    • Stucco 
• Patio Covers  • Roofing

832.258.5986      832.785.0297
www.jcbuilds.com

FREEESTIMATES

281-821-2900281-821-2900
BEST QUALITY • BEST PRICES

• Gutters
• Shutters
• Siding
• Kitchens
• Counter Tops

• Bathrooms
• Granite-Marble
• Carpets
• Cleaning
• Restretch

• Painting
• Drywall
• Carpentry
• Cabinets
• Roofing

• Tile-Wood
• Brick-Concrete
• Pools & Decking
• Decking
• Sprinklers
• Landscaping

BESTCARE HOME SERVICESBESTCARE HOME SERVICES

- INSURED -

License #: TPCL-9168

Antiques on Memorial
a collection of Fine Shops

7000 sq. ft. Showroom Featuring
Furniture, Silver, Ironstone, Transferware, Linens, Jewelry, China Matching

14034 Memorial Dr. Houston, TX 77079
Mon-Sat. 10AM-6PM  • Sun. 12AM-5PM

Located at Memorial & Kirkwood

(281) 920-9424

S I D E WA L K  S A L E  •  E V E RY  1 S T  S AT U R DAY  O F  T H E  M O N T H

http://www.competitionpools.com
http://www.jcbuilds.com
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BRAZOS BEND TREE FARM
Quality Container Grown Trees

23111 FM 1462  Damon, TX • 979-553-3441 • 979-553-3756 fax

Open 
To The 
Public

Open 
To The 
Public

BUY
FARM
DIRECT
AND 
SAVE

BUY
FARM
DIRECT
AND 
SAVE

AZTEC HOME REMODELING
• Kitchen Remodeling
• Bathroom Remodeling
• Cabinets–Granite Countertops
• Cultured Marble Vanities
• Tile–Ceramic–Stone–Slate
• Carpets–Hardwood–Laminates

• Painting–Sheetrock–Texturing
• Hardie Siding–Custom Carpentry
• Windows–Doors–Crown Molding
• Roofing–Gutters–Pressure Washing
• Brick–Patio Rooms–Deckings
• House Leveling - Fences

“Water Damage–Extraction and Restoration”

228811..882211..00880099 - INSURED -
27 Years 

Experience

Your Complete 
Concrete Renovation

Company

Your Complete 
Concrete Renovation

Company

www.allconcretecoatings.com 

• Decorative Spray Texture
• Stampoverlays
• Acid Staining
• Concrete Sealers
• Anti Slip Applications
• Garage Floor Finishes
• Decorative Concrete Repair 

Call For A FREE Estimate!
281-528-7600

CREATIVE IMPROVEMENTS, LLC.
Residential & Commercial

Room Additions • Roofing • Painting • Carpentry • Electrical • Plumbing 
Doors • Siding • Decks • Interior & Exterior Repairs.

Remodel Kitchens and Bathrooms. Granite Countertops.

FREE ESTIMATES
281-804-3108 Phone

REFERRALS AVAILALBE
www.creativeimprovementsllc.com

Serving Texas and the U.S.

Color Hardeners • Releases • Acid Stains • Premium Sealers 
Polyurethanes • Counter Top Mix • Self Leveling Overlays • Stamps

Tools • Training & Support • Seminars • Furniture Molds • Integral Colors

8310 Castleford St. #250 • Houston, TX 77040
713-462-8884 • www.decorativecs.com 

EVERIC POOL PLASTERING
C O M P L E T E  P O O L  R E M O D E L I N G

713-728-9941
www.evericpoolplastering.com

Insured For Your Convenience

CABINETS Blowout
Sale !!!

281-447-9997
9815 North Fwy, 77037 R-64

(#1 For Shedding Pine Needles)

www.guttermaxx.com/index17.htm

Expert Remodeling 
and Restoration
Brick, Stone, Glass Blocks,
Brick Staining Paver Designs,
Brick Fences & Columns

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured
Call (281) 558-1828 
for a Free Estimate
www.brick-restoration.com

We Restore Bricks 
to Original Beauty

Since 1993

Authorized BioGuard Dealer
Pest Control Products

Lawn Fertilizer
Goggles and Floats

Professional pest control products available to the public
Steve Lacy

22129 Katy Freeway 
Katy, Texas 77450 Phone (281) 392-3030

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. (9-6) 
Sat. (9-4) • Sun. (12-4) • Wed. (Closed)

281.397.8703

Patio Covers • Porches • Carports 
Deck Covers • Solar Screens • Arbors
Vinyl Windows • Maintenance/Repair

w w w . n a n d v p a t i o c o . c o m

We Specialize In Bringing You 
Custom Made Rooms for All Seasons.

Free On-site Estimates

TATCO CONSTRUCTION 
& REMODELING
Servicing River Oaks and 

Surrounding Areas For Over 30 Years
Construction / Cabinetry / Painting

Full Service Contracting

713.695.4084
tatcoconstruction@aol.com

Rick
Tatum

AFFORDABLE CUSTOM IRON WORK
Custom Iron Work

Stairs • Doors • Gates • Fences

Call 713-957-1820 • www.rabata.com

Gallaway Porcelain Works
� Porcelain
� Acrylics 
� Simulated Marble
� Fiberglass 
� Tub Chips
� Antique 

Clawfoot Tubs

281-304-9300 TexasTubs.com

Reconditioning         Repair         Refinishing 

Refinisher for 
the Emporium

713.666.3633Office

281.686.1940 Cell

Jim Norman
We Appreciate Your Business

ROOFING
Deal

with

Jim

37 YEARS AS 

A HOUSTON

CONTRACTOR

Peggy’s Services
Hazel’s Custom Drapes,

Over 45 years experience

Peggy Robinson
Interior Decorator

Phone: 281.345.0077
www.peggyservices.com

Residential & Commercial Maid Services

Specialized Services:
• Custom Drapes • Blinds • Shutters 

• Window Film • and Much more!

Full Service Interior & Exterior Planning and Design

ENERGY SAVING SOLAR SCREENS
Lifetime Warranty • FREE Estimates

Vinyl Replacement Windows
Custom Made • Maintenance Free

LowE Energy Saving
Insulated Glass • Solar Screens

Security Storm Windows

Call Now! 713.290.02476010 W. 34th St. Unit 0
Houston, Texas  77064

“Quality You Can Trust - One Call Does It All”
Family Owned & Operated

22 Years Exp. Complete Home Repairs
� Painting Interior & Exterior
� Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
� Cultured Marble Tops & 

Kitchen Countertops
� Whirlpool Tub Repair

� Sheetrock Repairs
� Carpentry Repairs
� Siding
� Rental Property 

Make Readys

Bob’s Renovations

713-557-3310
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the gallery
CALL 713.523.6523 to Advertise Here

Residential
Interior, Exterior, Faux Finishes 

Cabinet Refinishing

832-435-7845
25+ Years
Serving
North

Houston

DEMOLITION
We Demolish All Things Concrete
• Swimming Pools  • House Slabs

• Parking Lots  • Tennis Courts
• Tree & Storm Debris Services

SLS DEMO 281.733.8836

Specialists in pointing and filling brick and mortar cracks
along with Patio & Outdoor Firepits

“Simply the best in brick repair”

713.856.8329 • www.mrbrickofhouston.com

2022 Medway Drive • Spring, Texas 77388
281.296.7864  •  www.tmcarrowhead.com

ROOFING • SIDING • SHEETROCK • PAINTING

Chandeliers

281-240-9393
12002 SW Frwy. #A • Stafford, TX 77477

Sales • Repair • Installation
• Restoration 
• Insurance Claims 
• Designer & Builders

In Stock!SPECIAL!

PEAK
STAIRS

www.peakstairs.com • fax 936 653-2700

PEAK
STAIRS

REMODEL • NEW CONSTRUCTION

281-935-7276

ROCK
MATERIALS

Natural Stone • Landscape • Masonry Supplies
Jamey Joseph

jjoseph@rockmaterials.com  •  www.rockmaterials.com
2610 Spring Cypress Road  •  Spring, TX 77388

281.353.3100 •  281.528.6081 fax  •  832.381.4287 cell

COUNTERTOPS 
281-447-9997 
www.DurastoneUSA.com

9815 North Frwy., 77037 

Refinish • Touch Up
Home & Office Furniture
Antique & Restoration

Sam Sie • 832-276-6046 Cell • 713-636-9572 Ph
2411 Karbach Suite 4 • Houston, TX 77092

sie_sam@yahoo.com 832.498.7709Reference Avail.
Call for Estimates

• Home or Office
• Spring Cleaning
• Weekly or Bi-Weekly 
• Move-Ins or Move-Outs
• Carpet Cleaning

Family Owned &
Operated Since

1990

4 Sisters Cleaning De La Cruz
Painting & Remodeling

713-301-7157

Carpentry • Roofing • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Granite & Countertops 
House Leveling & Concrete Work

Interior
Exterior

Comm & Res
Insured

Free Estimates
20 Yrs. Exp.

AAMMAAZZIINNGG  FFEENNCCEESS    
&&  BBUURRGGLLAARR  BBAARRSS

Beating the competition for years!
MEMBER BBB
Free Estimates 

281-467-1898 • 281-397-8354 fax

The Best Hardwoods
Sand • Refinish • Install

Repairs • Insured
- Free Quotes TB Hardwoods -

713-876-7401

The Best Hardwoods
Sand • Refinish • Install

Repairs • Insured
- Free Quotes TB Hardwoods -

713-876-7401

Plumbing Solutions
Wade Edwards
Licensed Plumber

24 Years Experience

281-974-9449

CUSTOM COVE FORMICA
Custom Counter Tops
Silestone • Laminate

Solid Surface Counter Tops

281-485-8272 Bob Blehm
okbblehm@yahoo.com www.reflection

poolsandspas.com

Reflection 
Pools&Spas
Reflection 

Pools&Spas
713-559-1100
Beautiful Pools at
Affordable Prices

www.AllstarShuttersandBlinds.com

• Window Blinds
• Window Shades
• Motorized 

Treatments
• Shutters

Create the perfect
look that fits your

personal style.

281-812-5255

ESPO Services
Complete home remodeling from small
repair to design and major renovation.

www.esposervices.com
713-366-9030 info@esposervices.com

Add space with a media/workoutroom, guest bath, closets & more!

By George Szontagh
TREC License #2212
Prepurchase/Slab/Pier & Beam
Since 1990

WAYNE’S
HARDWOOD • CARPET • TILE

(1-10 @Kirkwood)

281-596-8187
M-F 10-5 • Sat 10-6 • Sun 12-5 or Appoint.

Sales •Service • Installation

www.GasProductservices.comwww.GasProductservices.com

281-798-8006281-798-8006

• Custom Cabinets
• Remodeling
• Siding • Framing

Jose L. Rosas•832.651.7061Cell

Quality Tile, Marble & Granite

9700 SW Freeway @ Bissonnet
9900 Gulf Freewy @ Hobby Airport

9825 Airline

NOW OPEN
IN KATY &
MEMORIAL!

2000 Sam Houston Parkway N.
713-465-8453

Qtiles@sbcglobal.net • 832.250.7328

Porcelain Repair
Bathroom Detailing

OWNER CRAFTSMAN-WESLEY MCDOUGLE

Bathtubs • Sinks • Tile • Repaired • Removed 
• Installed • Cleaned & Polished

FREE ESTIMATES
713-498-8532

LONE � STAR
HOME REMODELING

All Work Guaranteed
Licensed & Insured

Residential &
Commercial

713.271.6245 • FREE ESTIMATES

AA  TTRRUUSSTTEEDD  NNAAMMEE  IINN  TTEEXXAASS
FFOORR  2255  YYEEAARRSS!!

Room Additions 
Garage Convertions 
Fences • Decks 
Patio Covers • Ceramic Tile
Painting • Wall Coverings
Sheet Rock Repair & Texturing 
Hardi Plank • Roofing

STONE RESTORATION
We restore & polish:

Marble • Travertine • Limestone • Granite
Remove: Scratches • Stains

We restore counters, vanities & table tops
We clean and seal exterior patios

Wes Bowden  713•858•7736
www.houstonstonedoctor.com

RESOURCES THAT   
HOMEOWNERS 

& REMODELERS 
TURN TO
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quickpix Light Fantastic

ADD PUNCH TO ANY ROOM WITH
A STANDOUT TABLE LAMP
By  BARBARA  KUNTZ

ABOVE: Mauricio Klabin’s “Eclipse” for Design Within Reach
can be opened or closed to varying degrees. Stands 10 1/2
inches tall. About $110

ABOVE LEFT: Cloaked in rich leather,
the Piccola lamps’ organically shaped
bases bring plenty of warmth to a
room, even before you switch the light
on. 14 inches tall. About $125 each
at The Lighting Gallery

ABOVE:  From the Bill Sofield Collection
for Baker Furniture, the “Museum Lamp”
is a hand-carved wood block on a black
display base About 15 1/2 inches tall.
Suggested retail: $1,250. Shop for Baker
Furniture at Baker Houston and Meredith
O’Donnell Fine Furniture.

LEFT: The graceful “Dressmaker’s Lamp”
by Barbara Barry for Baker Furniture is
handcrafted to create an hourglass form.
About 30 inches tall; $2,184 in bronze and
$2,300 in silver through Baker Houston
and Meredith O’Donnell Fine Furniture.

TRIP
THE

resources

ANTHROPOLOGIE
4600 Westheimer Road
713.840.9428

BAKER HOUSTON 
1111-05 Uptown Park Blvd.
713.627.3235

DESIGN WITHIN REACH
1956 W. Gray St.
713.522.4609 

THE LIGHTING GALLERY
6265 FM 1960 West
281.444.9299 

LIGHTING UNLIMITED
4211 Richmond Ave.
713.626.4025 

LIGNE ROSET
1992 W. Gray St.
713.839.0906 

MAINE COTTAGE
www.mainecottage.com

MEREDITH O’DONNELL
FINE FURNITURE
2992 Kirby Drive
713.526.7332 

NEIMAN MARCUS 
2600 Post Oak Blvd.
713.621.7100 

LEFT: Designer and
glass artist Tracy Glover
brings vibrant color to
her lamps. For this
lamp base, the fused
glass rods are cut and
arranged in a dance of
heat, urgency and
vision. 28 inches tall
and about $325 from
www.mainecottage.com

ABOVE: The Aqua Cil table lamp’s
shade is molded in mirror-treated alu-
minum and mounted on polished
chrome. By Ross Lovegrove for
Artemide, about $997 special order
through Lighting Unlimited

ABOVE:  Add shimmer to a room with Neiman
Marcus’ “Mother-of-Pearl” lamp with a slight
twist and a pleated beige shade echoing the
base’s motif. 25 inches tall, about $150
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Visit Our Showroom at 11050 West Little York • Building E • Houston, TX  77041
713-961-1940 • www.marchalstevensonelev.com

Do business with a company you can trust - Marchal/Stevenson Elevator 
has been in business since 1980. We will be there for “Service after the Sale”

http://www.marchalstevensonelev.com


Hand Scraped Hardwood Extravaganza!

www.robertscarpet.com

CLEAR LAKE 20810  I-45 SOUTH_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 281-332-4477
SOUTHWEST 3003 FONDREN_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 713-785-1900
WOODLANDS 19053  I-45 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 936-271-0000
CENTRAL 3404 KIRBY_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 713-523-0666
NORTHWEST 6920 FM 1960 W._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 281-580-9495
SUGAR LAND 12614 S.W. FREEWAY_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 281-240-8200
GULF FREEWAY4750 GULF FREEWAY _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 713-926-5100
WEST 11177 KATY FREEWAY_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 713-468-1300

*
*
*

* Rug Gallery store locations“Your Perfect Rug Source”

Seattle Plank
5” Hickory 3 best selling colors
$599

Sq. Ft. Installed

Raschiato Plank
Australian Eucalyptus
$679

Sq. Ft. Installed

LM Lock and Fold
5” Hickory 3 best selling colors
$699

Sq. Ft. Installed

Santa Barbara 5” Plank
Available in Oak, Maple, and Walnut
$749

Sq. Ft. Installed

Hallmark Heirloom
5” Wide, 9/16” Thick, 4mm Sawn Face
$899

Sq. Ft. Installed

Mohawk Zanzibar
Reclaimed Elm 4 Colors
$1179

Sq. Ft. Installed

Flooring

While Supplies Last

http://www.robertscarpet.com

