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Ideal Outdoor Living Designs

DEAN CONSTRUCTION
Gary Schramm, Craftsman

832-642-0205
www.deanconstructionco.com

Our customer-friendly IDEAL Design process 
keeps our client involved in the creation of 
their perfect outdoor living environment.

Initial consultation defines project expectations.

Design collaboration assures desired goals are achieved.

Established budget and project schedule ensures no surprises.

Approval of the plan initiates the conscientious construction 

process for minimal disruption to daily routines of our customer.

Living areas are created with craftsmanship and attention 

to detail “from thought to finish”.

&

http://www.deanconstructionco.com/
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If you haven't been to Eklektik Interiors... oh what you've missed!

Full Service Design Studio

10,000 sq. ft. Showroom

Furniture • Accessories 

Gift Items

16720 Champion Forest Drive, Spring, TX 77379  •  281.379.2755  •  www.eklektikinteriors.com

Home 
designed by 
Eklektik 
Interiors

Home 
designed by 
Eklektik 
Interiors

June 19 & 20June 19 & 20
2 Days Only
Major Inventory 
Reduction
15% off 
Your Entire Purchase
when you bring in this ad

2 Days Only
Major Inventory 
Reduction
15% off 
Your Entire Purchase
when you bring in this ad

Floor Sample Sale
50%-75% off
Making Room for Fresh 
New Inventory
Select Upholstery,   
Casegoods, and Accessories
90 Days same as cash
All Sales Final • No Holds

Floor Sample Sale
50%-75% off
Making Room for Fresh 
New Inventory
Select Upholstery,   
Casegoods, and Accessories
90 Days same as cash
All Sales Final • No Holds
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http://www.windsweptlandscape.com
http://www.eklektikinteriors.com
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With Purchase of $500 or More
24” Medallion

Offer good only on selected items

With Purchase of $500 or More
24” Medallion

Offer good only on selected items

Prices good while supplies last on certain items
We accept all major credit cards17655 Katy Freeway

Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 11-4
13326 Westheimer

Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 11-4

QUALITY FLOORING AFFORDABLE PRICES

Professional
Installation
Available

Interest
For 12
Months0%

&

http://www.tilezone.net
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Shop at Home Service available. We’ll do the measuring and
installation–just call or visit online at windowmagiconline.com

Monday -  F r iday 10 am -  5 :30 pm, Saturday 10 am -  5  pm.
Al l  major  credi t  cards  accepted.

experts

window treatments

WE ARE THE experts
WHEN IT COMES TO
window treatments

7 Day Delivery on Most Blinds
17743 Tomball Pkwy • 281.955.5676
8910 Westheimer • 713.781.9009

Window
Magic

Blind & Drapery        Since 1981

Our reputation brings customers in — 
satisfaction brings them back

Designer Trends • Latest Styles • Decorator Colors
Wood • Carpet • Tile • Laminate • Granite

Knowledgeable
showroom 
personnel,  

Martha Allum.

Whichever is less. (trade excluded)

$500OFF or 10%

ECONOMIC RELIEF SPECIAL

12 Month No Interest With Approved Credit

713-463-5800
3602 W. 12th Street

Just off of Hempstead Road

sales@traditionaldesignsltd.com • www.traditionaldesignsltd.com

409-744-5800
2717 61st Street

Galveston • Randall's Center

NOW OPEN!

&

http://www.shopspringtexas.com
http://www.traditionaldesignsltd.com/
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an old craft reborn in a new age

New Construction & Turnkey Remodels
Residential & Commercial

Staircase & Balcony Railings • Gas Lanterns • Wine Cellar Gates

713-419-7650

ACCEPTANCE APPLIANCE CENTER, INC.

Authorized As-Is Dealer

6757 N. Sam Houston Pkwy. W. • Suite 200

Houston, TX 77064 • 281-955-0861

&

http://www.ultimateironworks.com
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ponds this month

Outdoor Living 
Furnish your outdoor spaces 
comfortably

Secret Garden    
Food photographer Ralph Smith’s 
garden tempts the eye—and the palate

22

34

18
features8

12
18

30

50

44

Editor’s Note

Around Town

DIY Decorating: 
Lethally Blond
A living room gets a dash of bright color 

Handbook: Play Equipment
Swing sets, ball courts and putting greens
keep your family active

Animal House & Home’s
Pet of the Month: Maysha

Quick Pix: Chill Out
Buckets and coolers for beverages  

2218

&

http://www.txslidingdoor.com


house& home | June 2009 | house and home on l ine . com8

Over 20 Years of Experience on
Residential & Commercial Properties.
• Dramatic Uplighting • Tree Lighting • Accent Lighting
• Delicate Moonlighting • Low Voltage Lighting • Mosquito Misting
• Feature Lighting • Security Lighting • Maintenance

DESIGN & ESTIMATE

Houston Chef Randy Evans
wows me not only because he is 
a gifted cook but also because he’s 
a walking Rolodex of Texas farmers’
names and who’s growing what and
whose crop is in season when. After
a fundraising event in the country-
side last fall where Randy was one
of the chefs, I sat down to breakfast
with Randy and his wife Melanie
and talk turned to Southern field
peas. The Evanses are big fans of
these down-home legumes, so we
have something in common. I 
happen to think the Lady Cream
Pea is the most sublime foodstuff
on earth. 

Well, Randy casually tossed off
the name of eat least five great field-
pea growers and the variety of pea
for which each is known (it wouldn’t
surprise me if he didn’t know their
cell phone numbers by heart). Then
talk turned to Texas peaches, and he
said he favors peaches from Fairfield
north of Houston. He mentioned
the varieties by name and riffed a
bit on when each variety reaches
perfect ripeness. He wasn’t bragging,
he was just politely answering my
questions. Like every great cook
knows, the source of the food is as
important as the recipe and the
technique used to cook it. 

And so this spring, when I was
invited to a mysterious little event
called the FM 150 Farm to Table

Dinner where Randy was the 
presiding chef, I didn’t hesitate 
to RSVP yes. The dinner was bene-
fiting Urban Harvest, a great group
of folks and was being held at an
obscure address in Southwest
Houston. I drove up to the building
with palm trees in front, stepped
inside and saw the garden that you
are now seeing on the cover of this
magazine. I grabbed the arm of 
PR woman Kimberly Park and 
said, “You have to tell me who 
did this garden.”

She introduced me to Ralph
Smith, the food photographer
whose warehouse and garden it is.
He is a soft-spoken Renaissance
man who not only believes in 
gardening and eating locally grown
food, but in sharing his knowledge.
His photography speaks for itself.
His garden has inspired me to try to
grow more edible things in my little
yard, and certainly to keep buying
locally grown produce.   

This fall, Randy and a group of
co-owners will be opening a new
restaurant, Haven, that will be 
serving food fresh from the farm. 

I wonder if we know how fortu-
nate we are to live in a place with a
year-round growing season and 
people like Ralph and Randy who
know how to make the best of it.
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HUGE BLIND 
Silhouette® Country Woods®

*8 windows and $750 min. Limited time offer. ® and ™ trademarks of Hunter Douglas Inc.
Patented in the U.S. and other countries. **AOC   ***See stores for details.

• Limited Lifetime Warranty   • Energy Efficient   • Never Needs Painting
• Non-Allergenic   • Exclusive Cellular Louver

• Wood Shutters In All Shapes & Sizes

FREE INSTALLATION*
Ask us about 0% INTEREST for 6 Months**

Call store for details.

KATY • 1010B South Mason Rd. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281-392-4200
MEMORIAL/SPRING BRANCH • 9401 Katy Freeway . . . . . . . . 713-465-2005
BAYBROOK  • 19072  Gulf Freeway . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 281-486-8282
WEST U, BELLAIRE, RIVER OAKS • 5808 Kirby . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 713-667-5200
SUGARLAND/ROSENBERG. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mobile Showroom 281-242-3400
SPRING CYPRESS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mobile Showroom 281-469-6565
WOODLANDS/CONROE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mobile Showroom 936-271-2500

Shutters

creativeblinds.com

creativeblinds.com

JUST
ANNOUNCED!

$40 to $100
rebate per 

blind on selected 
Hunter Douglas

Products.***

No minimums

REBATE SALE

REBORN GRANITE

713-690-4888
14730 Hempstead Road � Houston, TX 77040

Cabinets
$5000

ea. & Up

W H O L E S A L E  &  R E T A I L

All Wood Cabinets
In Stock

$5900
ea. & Up

96” x 26” Granite Installed
$1899

sq. ft.

&

http://www.creativeblinds.com
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77556600  WWeesstthheeiimmeerr  @@  VVoossss  ••  SSuuiittee  CC  

((771133))  226666--77777722
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http://www.davidorientalrugs.com
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Free Quotes • 713-829-3140

PAVING
With 

PAVING
With 

EleganceElegance

Pavers 

Retaining Walls 

Concrete Works

Driveways

Walkways

Arbors

Pavers 

Retaining Walls 

Concrete Works

Driveways

Walkways

Arbors

Escobar Company www.escobarcompany.com

7770 Louetta
Located Between 

Champion Forest & Stuebner Airline
Happily serving our customers for over 20 years

281-370-6880
www.showerdoorshouston.com

Shower yourself in

Let us show you the hottest trends
in shower enclosures to enhance

the look of your bathroom

uxury

• We measure/install
• Guaranteed not to leak
• Visit our beautiful showroom

Art & Frame Gallery

Heavy,
frameless

shower 
enclosures.

KEEP IT LOOKING AS GORGEOUS AS THE DAY YOU BOUGHT IT!
ASK ABOUT SHOWERGUARD PROTECTED GLASS.

Get the gorgeous look of granite with

N O  D E M O L I T I O N

Our eco-friendly process eliminates waste in the landfill.  
We cover your existing counters in just 1 to 2 days.  

Estimates are free.  

CALL TODAY to receive our 
spring kitchen update special 713-541-1545.

New recycled glass • No sealing or polishing
Over 40 colors • Heat, stain and scratch resistant

Limited Lifetime Materials Warranty

6119 Jessamine, • Suite C • Houston, TX  77081
713-541-1545 • 713-541-0535 Fax 

www.granitetransformations.com

Sales and Installation
9363 Winkler Drive • Houston, TX 77017

713-944-9716 • 713-944-1723 fax

www.masonryglass.com
www.pittsburghcorning.com

Design your 
own custom
glass block 

window.

Design your 
own custom 
glass block 

window.

This unique window installed in the
home of Chris & Shannon Bowman.
This unique window installed in the
home of Chris & Shannon Bowman.

&

http://escobarcompany.com/default.aspx
http://www.showerdoorshouston.com/
http://www.masonryglass.com
http://www.granitetransformations.com
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June 2009around town

home shows and tours
Tour 30 residential water gardens
and ponds throughout Harris County
during the 2009 Water Garden and
Pond Tour sponsored by The
Houston Pond Society and the Lone
Star Koi Club on Saturday and
Sunday, June 6 & 7, 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. View show-quality koi, fan-
tailed goldfish, blooming water
lilies, beautifully landscaped gar-
dens and more. For more informa-
tion, see Page 18 in this issue. 

events
Houston’s Four th of July celebra-
tion, Freedom Over Texas with
Fireworks Presented by Shell, will
honor the 40th anniversar y of
NASA’s  Apollo XI Lunar Landing on
Saturday, July 4, from 4 p.m. to 10
p.m. The lively  outdoor festival will
feature a per formance by countr y
music star Clay Walker 
and the largest land-based fire-
works show in the nation.
Throughout the day,  three stages
will keep toes tapping with a variety
of music. The family  celebration
will also include the Bud Zone Sand
Volleyball Championship; 
Budweiser Beer Garden; NASA
exhibits; Liber ty Park featuring
tanks and  representation from all
five branches of the militar y; and
kids will stay enter tained in the All 
American Kids Zone. Admission is
free.  Information: 
832.393.0868 or 
www.freedomover texas.org

The First Saturday Arts Market in
the Heights moves to its summer
night time hours this month, from 6
p.m. to 10 p.m. ever y first Saturday
of the month in the Wind Water
Galler y parking lot at 548 West
19th St. information:
713.802.1213 or

www.FirstSaturdayAr tsMarket.com.

exhibits
North Looks South: Building the
Latin American Art Collection,
opening June 7 at the Museum
of Fine Ar ts, Houston (MFAH),
celebrates the museum’s major
Latin American ar t acquisitions
since 2001, with more than 80
works in ever y medium, ranging
in date from the 1920s to the
present. Nor th Looks South is
organized around unexpected
juxtapositions between ar tists
and works from Argentina,
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba,
Mexico, Uruguay, the United
States, and Venezuela. Rather
than a traditional, chronological
timeline, the exhibit is instead
organized around the Latin
American ar t movements:
Constructivism, Kinetic and 
Op ar t, Surrealism, Latin Pop,
installation ar t, and contempo-
rar y video. Information:
713.639.7500 or www.mfah.org

Houston Center for Contemporar y
Craft’s Literally Figurative show
focuses on the many aspects of the
human figure—complex, beautiful,
humorous, and quirky—as depicted
by several craft ar tists through
works made from ceramic, fiber,
glass, metal, wood, or mixed
media. These whimsical and of fbeat
objects demonstrate the conceptual
and non-functional side of contem-
porar y craft. Information:   nforma-
tion: 713.529.4848 or  www.craft-
houston.org 

Free from the land-use and zon-
ing ordinances that shape other
large American cities by separat-

ing residential, commercial, and
industrial areas, Houston allows
a mixed-use approach where dis-
parate architectures and func-
tions blend. In this often chaotic
urban topography, many Houston
ar tists have been able to car ve
out spaces and oppor tunities
for themselves, their work, and
their communities. No Zoning:
Artists Engage Houston at
Contemporar y Ar ts Museum,
Houston, 5216 Montrose Blvd.,
is the first museum exhibition to
consider the current and past
ef for ts of regional ar tists work-
ing in the urban environment.
No Zoning will include examples
and documentation of impor tant
city inter ventions and visionar y
structures from the 1980s to
the present. It will also present
special programs during the
museum's extended Thursday
evening hours. Among the 18
ar tists and teams involved in
the exhibition are The Ar t Guys;
Mary Ellen Carroll; Rick Lowe,
Ben Tecumseh DeSoto and
KnittaPlease. Information:
713.284.8275 or www.camh.org

Marlene Dumas: Measuring
Your Own Grave at The Menil
Collection, 1515 Sul Ross, is
the first mid-career sur vey of
the Amsterdam-based ar tist's

work to be mounted in Nor th
America. Measuring Your Own
Grave focuses on Dumas’s con-
tinual experiments with notions
of por traiture. The show ends
June 21. Information:
713.525.9400 or www.menil.org

classes
Let your kids learn about
nature at summer camp with-
out leaving Houston. Houston
Arboretum & Nature Center,
4501 Woodway, is holding
Nature Trekkers Summer
Camps for kids 5 to 12. The
week-long classes of fer hands-
on learning experiences under
the guidance of staf f natural-
ists. Knot tying, orienteering,
bug collecting (and releasing)
and natural ar t and crafts are
just a few of the activities.
Camps topics include: “Winged
Hunters,” June 8-12 and July
13-17; “Lifelines,” June 15-19
and July 20-24; “Outdoor
Adventures,” June 22-26 and
July 27-31; “Bug Basics,” June
29-July 3 or August 3-7; and
“Wild Science,” July 6-10 or
August 10-14. Cost for full-day
camp is $230 for members;
$270 for non-members.
Information: 713.366.0421 or
www.houstonarboretum.org. 

Downtown is the place to be for Houston’s Fourth of July celebration,
Freedom Over Texas with Fireworks Presented by Shell.

At Houston Arboretum’s week-
long summer camps, staff natu-
ralists teach kids about nature. 

“Shark Car” photo by George Hixson, 1993, at the CAM Houston
exhibit, “No Zoning: Artists Engage Houston.” 

&
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AUTOMATIC 
GATE 
OPERATOR
• Key Pads     
• Intercoms

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
• Iron, Wood & Chain Link Fencing
• Stairs
• Handrails
• Enclosures
• Security Windows & Doors

Custom Security Fence & Iron Works, LLC

281.219.1400 • 281.219.1411 fax
email: info@customsecurityfence.com www.customsecurityfence.com

$  L O W  P R I C E S  $   •   F A S T  P R O F E S S I O N A L  S E R V I C E   •   F R E E  E S T I M A T E S

“Serving Houston and it’s surrounding area for over 20 years”

Artisan Upholstery Inc.Artisan Upholstery Inc. “Where Furniture and
Fabric Create Art”

CUSTOM FURNITURE • SLIP COVERS • PILLOWS • CORNICES
HEADBOARDS • TABLE COVERS • UPHOLSTERY SUPPLIES

FABRIC SALES • EXOTIC LEATHERS • FURNITURE REFINISHING
FURNITURE REPAIRS • ANTIQUE RESTORATION

Residential & Commercial • Quality Guaranteed • Pick Up & Delivery Available

8616 Antelope Dr. • Houston, TX 77063 • 713-787-9600 • 713-787-6460 Fax
www.artisanupholstery.com • artisanupholstery@att.net

Are you in need of pro-
fessional construction
services? Our group of
experts can assist you
from design to the final
punch out list and every-
thing in between.

• Remodel
• New Construction
• Residential
• Commercial
• Disaster Recovery

Attend one of our
FREE seminars.

Contact us at 713-947-1229 or
sales@yourspaceyourway.net

www.yourspaceyourway.net
9022 Frey Road
Houston,TX 77034

Your Space, Your Way
a joint effort by:

Beita Brothers, Inc.
Carla Isbell Design Studio

DB Homes, LP
Gina Knochel – Kiva Homes

Your Space, Your Way
Design Build Solutions

&

http://www.customsecurityfence.com
http://www.artisanupholstery.com
http://www.yourspaceyourway.net
http://www.barkingfrog.com
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S to r y  b y  JOETTA  MOULDEN | Pho t o g r aph y  b y  JANET  LENZENdiy decorating

AFTER

AFTER (ABOVE):  By recycling the existing sofa throw pillows, four down pil-
lows were created to tie the sofa to the gold chairs. A larger custom red silk
checked pillow was added for color. New Bruce wood flooring from Forsyth Floor
Co., a seagrass rug, lamp and end really warmed up the room.

BEFORE (LEFT) :  The sofa looked dark and did not connect to the gold
chairs. The blond furniture, carpeted floor and lack of lighting did not give the
room the comfortable vibe the owners were after.

BEFORE

A LIVING ROOM WITH MATCHING BLOND-WOOD
FURNITURE NEEDED A DASH OF PANACHE

Lethally Blond
Susan and Keith Lynch’s formal living room had
become a storage room. 
The couple walked past it, never using it. Although they had lived in
their house for a couple of years, they had not made the living room feel
like home. (See their dining room in Houston House & Home, “The
Magic of Paint”, February 2009).

“The blond furniture we moved from our Alaska home didn’t seem
to work in this house and had a matchy-matchy look”, Susan explains.
The room lacked color and personality and simply didn’t feel good.

While they liked their furniture, the couple thought it seemed very
formal and dated with its light finish. They wanted the room to have a
more casual, inviting look so that they would really use the space. Susan
and Keith really thought they needed to start from scratch but had no
idea where to begin. “Since we were unsure about making changes, we
didn’t do anything at all,” Susan says.

At our first meeting, I gave them a detailed list of tasks and
resources they could complete on their own time schedule. Keith, an
engineer, approached the shopping and painting tasks in a methodical
manner, and the written list of homework assignments gave both him
and Susan the confidence to make changes to the room without worry-
ing too much about making costly decorating mistakes.

&
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After learning Susan wanted to replace the carpet in the front room with Bruce
engineered wood flooring to tie into the entry, I recommended she get another esti-
mate from Forsyth Floor Co. This phone call saved the Lynches
several hundred dollars over a previous estimate, which not only paid for my 
services, but some other costs incurred on the project. 

tip>
Do get more than one bid when buying more costly furnishings—a
simple phone call can save you lots of money.

First, the couple painted the walls a soothing yet colorful shade of green that flows
with the rest of the house, Benjamin Moore “Nantucket Gray.”  They began to see a
major change in the room while they were painting. The room instantly felt better
and the trim just “popped”, Susan reports.

tip>
Just because the furniture has always been one way doesn’t mean
you can’t benefit from rearranging it…and this costs nothing.

Instead of starting over with new furnishings, I suggested first rearranging their
furniture to create a more casual conversation area anchored by a casual, inexpensive
seagrass rug, which defines the conversation area (“Seascape” from www.homedeco-
rators.com).  After careful measuring, I gave them the correct 
size rug to purchase, then recommended making new down throw pillows from the
front and back of their existing sofa pillows to tie the sofa into the existing gold
chairs.  (Susan and I later met at Interior Fabrics to quickly select fabrics together,
and to save money she took the pillow forms and fabrics to my workroom herself).

By adding a wall-hung flat screen TV to the wall opposite the sofa, I knew they
would actually use the room. They had not thought about hanging a flat screen TV
in the living room because they didn’t think they had room for one. I provided
them with the name of a reliable electrician to install the outlet, and Keith hung the
TV. The top of an existing unused blond wood and iron coffee table (from the den)
was transformed with Benjamin Moore “Otter Brown” #2137-10 paint. Its size is
the perfect proportion for the existing Thomasville sofa and Ethan Allen chairs the
couple bought many years ago.

Thanks to e-mail, we were able to send photos back and forth, and they found a
round 24-inch end table from Home Source Warehouse and carved lamp from
Target.com.  “It was great e-mailing cell phone photos to you while we shopped—it
allowed you to steer us in the right direction,” Susan says. 

Keith was quite pleased that we displayed his hand-knotted rope balls in a
Mexican terra cotta bowl on the lower shelf of the new table.  To add texture to the
walls, we hung the couple’s Indonesian masks in a straight row in between the win-
dows on the skinny wall space.

tip>
When hanging art, take the width of the wall space into account.
A narrow wall between windows cries out for a vertical arrange-

ment of small-scale artwork. 
A larger wall can take larger pieces, hung low enough to relate to what they are
hanging over or next to.

After seeing the couple’s ethnic mask collection, I suggested another ethnic art-
work touch—a trio of hand carved door transoms from Balinskas Architectural
Import in the Heights. The couple bought the pieces they liked, and we literally laid
them out on the floor via e-mail photos until we got it right.

tip>
To keep a room interesting, mix antique artwork and ethnic acces-
sories with new fabrics and rugs.

“I truly appreciate the fact that all your rooms look different,” Susan says. “I
could tell you were trying to help us create a look that suited our taste and lifestyle,
rather than punch out a cookie cutter room.” 

tip>
Having a professional look at your existing furnishings that are
‘already paid for’ saves money on replacements.

The couple still cannot believe that the gold Ethan Allen chairs they were ready
to get rid of work so well in the room, and that adding some throw pillows could
pull everything together so inexpensively. “The living room is now my favorite place
to sit and grade papers or read a book. We did not expect to really love the room
like we do.”

&

http://www.karenderr.com


JOETTA MOULDEN offers home
makeovers using your own home fur-
nishings to create the home you’ve
always dreamed of. Joetta believes your
pieces collected through the years reflect
your personality and can be artfully
arranged. Her ability to focus on your
personal style and not let her own pref-
erences influence the design of your
home makes her unique. See more
makeovers on her Web site at
www.shelterstyle.com, e-mail her at
joetta@shelterstyle.com or call
713.461.2063. If an initial appoint-
ment or referral is booked by June 30,
a 15 percent first meeting discount will
be given. Shelterstyle.com holds a
"Pages of Happiness" rating and, for
the third consecutive year, a “Super
Service Award” presented to 5 percent
of companies that achieve and 
maintain a superior rating on
www.angieslist.com.

BEFORE

• Think “green.” Rearranging
furniture and adding inexpen-
sive throw pillows can pull mis-
matched furniture together
instead of replacing it—which
keeps pieces out of the landfill
and saves money, too.

• Don’t be afraid to combine
antique artwork and acces-
sories with a new budget-friend-
ly lamp, rug and table to create
the room you have always
dreamed of.

• Sometimes the most effec-
tive strategy is not to buy more
furniture and accessories for
your home, but to first rethink
the pieces that are already
paid for. 

trade secrets
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diy decorating | LETHALLY BLONDE

BEFORE:  The room seemed blank and empty and lacked accessories, color and style.

AFTER (LEFT) :  A small
antique Chinese stool from Far
Pavilions becomes an end table.
The owners’ Indonesian wood
masks and a wall-hung flat screen
TV make the room more function-
al. The owners painted the room
Benjamin Moore “Nantucket Gray”.
A seagrass rug adds casual tex-
ture.

BEFORE (BELOW LEFT) :
A too-large blond coffee table, wall-
to-wall carpet and lack of color, art
or a TV made the formal living
room a pass-by storage room.

AFTER (RIGHT) :  Hand-
carved panels from Balinskas
Architectural Import, a coffee table
moved from another room (and
painted), and earthy accessories--
including the owner’s hand- tied
rope balls--make the room feel
cozy.

AFTER

BEFORE

&
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409 St. Francis, Gonzales, Texas 78629 • 830-672-2428
www.discoverys.net • swk@discoverys.net • Open Tues. - Sat., 9-5:30

AN ECLECTIC INVENTORY OF ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS

� Antique Beams
� Large Inventory of

Antique Doors
� Antique Door Hardware

� Flooring
� Beaded Wood

� Quality Stained Glass
� Clawfoot Tubs, Sinks,

Lighting, Ceiling Tin
and more

The Outdoor Room Company
Elegant, Functional, Affordable, Patio Covers

832-233-9017
www.TheOutdoorRoomCompany.com

6265 FM 1960 West
Houston, Texas 77069
281-444-9299

Lighting Your Way® Since 1974

For 35 years The Lighting Gallery has offered Houston homeowners, designers 
and custom builders the finest selection, service and value. We also extend 
builder discounts & designer incentives to the trade.

• Interior & Exterior Fixtures • Lampshades • Lamps
• Mirrors, Pictures & Accessories • Crystal Chandeliers • Ceiling Fans

Let one of our ALA lighting professionals help you create a look that compliments 
your decorative style.

Celebrating Our
35th Anniversary

SALE!
Anniversary

� Affordable Price
� Durable Powder Coated Steel
� Ideal for Ceilings 8’ or Taller
� Up to 600 lbs Capacity Per Unit
� Professional Installation

As Low as $169 Per Unit Installed!

Available Sizes: 4x8, 4x4 and 2x8

$3000

OFF
Per Unit Installed

Not applicable on 
prior orders or with 

any other offer.

PromoCode 
HH0609 

Expires 7/15/09

Call For A Free Estimate!
713-454-7084 • (888) 5 GARAGE (542-7243)

www.HoustonGarageStorage.com
#1 Installer of Overhead Garage Storage in Houston

&

http://www.discoverys.com
http://www.theoutdoorroomcompany.com
http://www.houstongaragestorage.com
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The Houston Pond Society
and the Lone Star Koi Club
are hosting the 2009 Water
Garden and Pond Tour,
Saturday and Sunday, June 6
& 7. The self-guided tour of 30 resi-
dential water gardens and ponds
throughout Harris County showcases
water features ranging in size from small
backyard garden ponds to high-tech koi
ponds to huge multi-pond landscapes.  

See show-quality koi, chubby fantail
goldfish, blooming water lilies, playful
dragonflies, cascading waterfalls and
well-tended gardens. Chat with home-
owners and get their tips about koi and
other pond fish, pond maintenance and
landscaping. Or, just come and sit
awhile to experience the restful, serene
effects of water gardens and ponds.
Cameras are welcome, and there’s even a
photography contest.    

Gardens and ponds can be toured
both Saturday and Sunday June 6th and
7th, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tickets are $10
for both days, and can be purchased at
all participating homes. To find the
home nearest you, see addresses below
or visit www.houstonpondsociety.org  or
www.lonestarkoi.com. Buy advance
tickets at Nelson Water Gardens in
Katy, 1502 Katy-Fort Bend County
Road, 281.391.4769. With your ticket,
you get a brochure with a description of
each pond, a map and detailed driving
directions.   

Since the ponds are spread over the
greater Houston area, the tour is divided
into two days; some ponds are open
only on Saturday, and some only on
Sunday. Be sure to note which ponds
are open on which days, and plan your
trip to see the ponds that interest you
most. 

Some are noted as koi ponds, which
are typically deeper ponds and have few
or no aquatic plants.  If you have a pas-
sion for these beautiful fish, you may
want to give priority to those homes.

Some tour sites are landscape fea-
tures which highlight water lilies and
other aquatic and garden 
plants with fish in the pond for an
accent.  If your passion is
gardening/landscaping, you may prefer
visiting these locations first.  Some
homes have it all—both koi ponds and
landscape features. More informa-
tion: 713. 822-5515. Addresses
for Pond Tour on Page 20

THE POND TOUR

LEFT: McKinnon Associates created this
serene landscape at 1102 Bartlett Street in
the Museum District. Photo by Gaile Proler

ABOVE This colorful backyard and pond at 
1622 Durfey Lane in Katy has been designated
Certified Wildlife Habitat.

&



RIGHT: At 218 Leyden
Court in Katy, a babbling
brook flows into a goldfish
pond ringed with tropical
plants.

ABOVE Lushly landscaped
koi ponds at
7 Glade Bank Place in
The Woodlands make the
woods a semi-tropical
paradise.

&
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7 Glade Bank Place, The Woodlands  –  This 
private paradise features two ponds with 26 koi
and two goldfish, two waterfalls, a running stream
and lush tropical landscaping. 

1622 Durfey Lane, Katy – This habitat which the
owners describe as “natural chaos,” includes a
pond with waterfall, two streams and diverse land-
scape plantings. It has been certified as Certified
Wildlife Habitat. 

703 Briarpark Drive – Behind a ranch-style 1960s
home, a garden oasis with two ponds and four
waterfalls attracts birds and butterflies.

9330 Wandsworth Drive, Spring – Pond on small
lot includes water lilies, six goldfish, trapdoor
snails and one koi. Yard is Certified Wildlife
Habitat.

3503 Lake Ridge Bend, Spring – A water gar-
den/koi pond is the continuation of a small lake at
the edge of the property; indigenous plants used
in landscaping.

1527 Barraud Court, Katy – Primary pond with
waterfall is home to koi, a second pond is habitat
for goldfish. Landscape plantings attract humming-
birds and butterflies

7126 Northampton Way – Two dozen koi in a new
pond that’s part of a larger swimming pool instal-
lation.

115 Speckled Egg Place, The Woodlands – A
swimming pool and 40-foot-long fish pond blend
visually, but the two water systems are separate. 

26026 Mills Ridge Court, Humble – With limited
yard space, a waterfall incorporated with a koi
pond babbles like a mountain stream amid lush
landscaping.

218 Leyden Court, Katy – Large goldfish pond
with two waterfalls complements natural landscap-
ing that attracts wildlife.

1107 Martin St. – A 17-foot long pool provides
good swimming room for the koi in this urban
pond near downtown Houston.

139 Sandpebble Drive, The Woodlands – The bog,
six waterfalls and a 6,000 gallon pond are home
to 19 koi, one tiger shark pleco and a large ple-
costomus.

12035 Nova Drive – AquaCam built this pond in
the home’s atrium. Koi and goldfish play hide and
seek underneath flagstone shelves and water
plants.

13619 Keneva Drive, Cypress  – A three-tier pond
system consists of two ponds and a bog. Eight koi
live in one pond; the other contains lilies and
water grass.

255 Vista Del Lago, Huffman – The owners,
who’ve kept koi for more than 30 years, say their
pond is “worth the 45 minutes drive from down-
town if you are koi crazy.” 

19410 Nehoc Lane, Humble – A water lily and
goldfish pond led to the owner wanting a bigger,
deeper pond for koi. The bottom of his new koi
pond is roller-coastered to give the fish exercise.

P O N D S  O P E N  S AT U R D AY,  J U N E  6 ,  1 0  A . M . - 5  P. M . P O N D S  O P E N  S U N D AY,  J U N E  7 ,  1 0  A . M . - 5  P. M .

1871 Bending Stream Drive, League City –
In this large pond on one acre, the koi all
have names. Meet Tank, Big Mama,
Rudolph and about 20 others.

15014 Torry Pines Road – A small pond
holds 17 small goldfish and three koi, but
the stars here are the water plants and
landscape, which won a statewide bronze
award from the Texas Nursery and
Landscape Association in 2006.

1134 Oxford Drive, Pearland  – A combina-
tion koi pond with waterfall and water gar-
den with goldfish is home to 17 koi and “a
bunch of goldfish.” 

4005 Longwood Court, League City – Koi
pond sits at the base of a dual stream
waterfall descending from a berm banked
by daylilies. Some goldfish--look for the blue-
eyed red-lipped one.   

2222 W. Lonesome Dove Drive, Deer Park
– Natural pond covered with moss boulders,
bull rock and pea gravel connects to 10-foot
stream with waterfalls.

2313 Quiet Bay St., Pearland – Koi pond
walls are covered with black plaster to con-
trast the fish; a moss rock waterfall dou-
bles as filter.

16318 Pecan Drive, Sugar Land – Pond
with koi and goldfish surrounded by varied
landscape features and blooming annuals
provides a focal point for this home’s patio.

1650 Neptune Lane – Large koi pond with
rocks and waterfall takes up much of the
backyard.

410 Llano St., Pasadena – Championship
quality koi in a pond surrounded by ever-
green plants and seasonal tropical plants.

1102 Barlett St., – Landscape architect
Mark McMcKinnon of McKinnon and
Associates created this serene Zen-inspired
landscape in Houston’s Museum District. A
6-foot-deep pool is home to 12 Japanese
koi.

7807 Fairway View Court, Sugar Land –
Rainbow river rock and flagstone—11,000
pounds of it—were hand laid along this 25-
by 12-foot koi and shubunkin pond by the
owner and family members. 

2502 Coastal Oak Drive – Goldfish swim
in a 50-foot long meandering creek.
Hardscape includes a pergola, bench swing
and bridge.

5831 Tammy Drive, Manvel – Pond with 12
“jovial” koi is set amid five acres land-
scaped in tropical plants.

702 Mosby Circle -  Behind a Queen Anne
Style Painted Lady house, the backyard fea-
tures Texas native plants, various gardens,
an outdoor garden railroad and a pond and
waterfalls.

5823 Spellman – Two koi ponds connected
by a stream designed for natural wildlife
habitat.  

832.326.2314  • 1.888.516.2605 
www.foreverlawninc.com

• SYNTHETIC LAWNS BY FOREVERLAWN •
Think Green...Think Forever...Think ForeverLawn

Yes! For 15 to 20 Years. Lots of Warranty.

K9Grass 
is the artificial grass 

designed specifically for dogs. 
Its unique features help promote 
a cleaner, safer, better-smelling 
environment for pets. With its 

exclusive flow-through backing,
short dense blade structure,

and antimicrobial protection,
K9Grass is the ideal surface 

for both residential and 
commercial pet areas.

Playground Grass
is lush, beautiful green grass 

that is safe for kids to play on,
soft to fall on, and cost effective.
Low maintenance. Also works
great for regular lawn areas.

CUSTOM RUG SOURCE
“More Than Just A Carpet Store”

713.973.7100
1717 Blalock • Houston TX 77080

www.customrugsource.com 

Come visit our showroom/workroom

THE POND TOUR
&

http://www.foreverlawninc.com
http://www.customrugsource.com
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713-869-3457

River Oaks Quality at 
National Street Prices

Cabinet
Sales, Inc.

1200 National Street
Near Downtown

Se Habla Español

T-F; 8:30-4:00
Sat.; 8:30-12:00

Cabinets in Stock 

281-469-2846 • www.UltraDesignHomes.com

Quality Custom 
Homes & Renovations

- Specialty: Fine Waterfront Homes
- Interior Decoration & Remodeling
- Kitchens • Baths • Paint • Flooring • etc.
- TX Certified Builder • GHBA • BBB

FINAL CLOSEOUT
SALE

• Christmas Ornaments 
• Decorations

• Italian Ceramics & Glass 
• Candle Lites 

• Artful Jewelry & Other 
Small Treasures

771133--552288--44554422  
11661122  WW..  AAllaabbaammaa  
HHoouussttoonn,,  TTXX  7777000066

TTuueess--FFrrii::
99--NNoooonn,,  
11::3300--55  

SSaatt::  99--NNoooonn
wwwwww..vveenniicceehhoolliiddaayyggiiffttggaalllleerryy..ccoomm

24 HOUR SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS
Cooling and Heating Houston Since 1982  •  Bryan/College Station Since 1985

Bob Elolf-President

TACLA-681C

Don’t do it the hard way, 
do it the EASI way.

Call the EASI Guys and Gals

713-680-EASI • www.environmentalair.com

2007 Winner ®

COMMERCIAL A/C, HEATING & REFRIGERATION

Specializing in 
Commercial Service

Lease Purchase
Available

• Customized maintenance agreements

• Service when you need it 24/7

• Operators on duty 24/7

• Commercial Refrigeration and Process Cooling

• All technicians registered by Texas
Department of Licensing and Regulation

• All employees drug tested and background Checked

• Members of the BBB and ACCA

12 Granite Colors @ $26.99 sq. ft. installed

Call for a 
FREE Estimate!

&

http://www.ultradesignhomes.com
http://www.davidstones.com
http://www.veniceholidaygiftgallery.com
http://www.environmentalair.com
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NEW FURNISHINGS 

AND FABRICS MAKE

OUTDOOR SPACES

MORE LIVABLE 

THAN EVER 
B y  D E B I  B R YA N T

One of the best things about living in Houston
is that we can enjoy the outdoors year-round. 
During our mild winters, most nights are ideal for enjoying an
outdoor fire pit. Yes, summers are hot and humid, but that can
be overcome with any number of creative solutions, such as cov-
ered patios, overhead fans, water misting systems and swimming
pools. 

“Nature refreshes, relaxes and soothes us. It is 180-degree
opposite of modern technology,” says Suzan Galvan, owner of
In the Garden. “It is wonderful to come home from work and
sit on your patio, hear the trickle of water, look at beautiful
flowers, and listen to birds. You don’t have to go far—it
can be all right there in your own back yard.” That is the
appeal of outdoor spaces.

TAKE IT
OUTSIDE

Braxton Culler’s La Costa lounge chairs and ottoman look right at home in Houston’s forests.
Available thorugh Sussan’s Furniture.

Brown Jordan’s stainless steel Vu chaise is a timeless classic that works well poolside or indoors.

Modernist maestro Richard Schultz has taken basic Arts & Crafts forms and
angles, allowed plenty of air between the slats and created a  Wing chair that
looks weightless. His Wing collection is available through Allen Knight
Associates, Dallas. 

&
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We design and build
CUSTOM 

OUTDOOR KITCHENS,
patio covers and 

fireplaces for a lifetime 
of outdoor enjoyment!

281-356-2168 • www.texaspitcrafters.com

Come Visit Our Showroom In Tomball

2060 Pecan Orchard Rd.
League City, TX 77573 

281-332-4561
www.lynnslandscaping.com

• Koi and Koi Food 
• Lilies, Aquatic Plants
• Pond Supplies
• Pond Kits
• Pots and Statuary
• Disappearing Fountains

FLOOR DECOR

ALL MAJOR BRANDS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

National 
Wood Flooring
Association

Member 713-977-6382
3416 Fondren Rd • Se Habla Español

CARPET • HARD WOOD • LAMINATE • STONE/TILE • COUNTERTOPS

www.sun-fun.com

Since 1982

Screen-enclosed
patios, porches 

& pools are 
well-ventilated

areas that 
resist pests

and are easier 
to maintain.

281-499-8823 

Sun • Fun
Enclosures

Sun•Fun
Enclosures

KEEP THE
MOSQUITOES  

OUT!

&

http://www.gardengateco.com
http://www.texaspitcrafters.com
http://www.lynnslandscaping.com
http://www.irontopdesigns.com
http://www.sun-fun.com
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TAILOR YOUR DESIGN
When planning your outdoor living areas, Beverly Welch, owner of
The Arbor Gate, says you should first ask yourself, “What do I want
from the space?” Think about the sounds you might like to have—
maybe a water element or plant materials, such as bamboo and grasses
that rustle in the breezes. Consider adding fragrances with herbs,
night-blooming jasmine or sweet olive. Welch likes almond verbena:
“It can grow to the size of a tree, blooms for months and fills the air
with a lovely almond scent.”

Consider when you’ll be in your garden the most. “If you’re like
me,” Welch says, “I mainly get to enjoy my garden at night, so I’ve
used lots of white in my landscape plantings. White catches the land-
scape lighting and moonlight.” 

Paula Deen’s warm Southern style on the Food Network translates to home furnishings, too, in her new home furnishings collection. This Turner Creek rug from Deen’s collection is made of
polypropylene so it won’t mildew after a thunderstorm—or a gaggle of 3-year-olds sloshing lemonade on it. Available through Roberts Carpet & Fine Floors.

LEFT :  For your outdoor kitchen, the GE Monogram Outdoor Cooking Center
comes with three grill burners, rotisserie, smoker and rack. GE Monogram out-
door/indoor refrigerator module, shown at the far right. Local GE Monogram deal-
ers include Gulf & Basco, K&N Builders Sales and Kiva Kitchen & Bath.

&
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Jose L.  832-877-7456

Office   713-649-9711

AUTOMATIC GATE OPERATOR
• Key Pads

• Intercoms

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
• Iron Fencing  • Gates  • Stairs  

• Handrails • Security Windows & Doors��

www.rodriguezornamental.com
4000 Telephone Rd., #D-6, Houston, TX 77087

281.734.5368
txstone@comcast.net

• Stonework
• Stamped Concrete
• Pavers
• Wholesale Rates 

for Pool Remodels

FREE Estimates

Up to 
$1500 

TAX REFUND for 2009!

Bright Landscape Designs Inc.
Bright Ideas for Landscaping

281.496.3576

www.brightlandscapedesigns.com

Custom Landscaping
Natural Stonework

Lighting
Maintenance

Water Features
Irrigation

Design & Installation
Consultation

Serving the finest neighborhoods of greater Houston since 1982!

IN THE GARDEN
Home of Unique Garden Décor

Vintage Furniture • Fountains • Statuary • Ornamental Iron • Benches
1405 Cedar Post Ln., Houston TX 77055      713-932-7652 
Open Mon-Fri 9-5  Sat 9-1   www.inthegardenhouston.com

One who arranges detail, form & color

$500
ROOM

MAKEOVER
Ask me how!
2 8 1 - 6 5 5 - 4 2 8 8

www.onidesigns.com 

Oni Roberts

&

http://www.onidesigns.com
http://www.hotwaterguys.com
http://www.rodriguezornamental.com
http://www.inthegardenhouston.com
http://www.brightlandscapedesigns.com
http://www.renwd.com
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FURNISH IT COMFORTABLY
Other ideas to help you create a very special outdoors space:

• “I like the vintage furniture from the 30s and 40s,” says Galvan. “It has a
charm that can change the whole feel of a home.” In stock at In the Garden,
4- and 6-chair vintage table sets from France, Argentina and Germany.

• In its 2009 collection, Brown Jordan, the California-based manufacturer of
high-end leisure furniture, showcases its sleek Madrid set of outdoor furniture.
A herringbone weave over a powder-coated aluminum frame simulates the
look of saddle leather. Tailored cushions complement the look. The effect is
curvaceous, elegant and ready-made for outdoor living. Brown Jordan has
recently opened a to-the-trade showroom at Decorative Center Houston.

• See Smith & Hawken for gazebos, pavilions and other garden structures.
The Modular Gazebo is made of weather-resistant 4mm wire in a trellis design
perfect for climbing roses or flowering vines;  the Vista Pavilion, a pergola-style
design made of cast aluminum and tubular steel, has a retractable Sunbrella
awning.

• Jaclo offers a luxurious outdoor shower pole made of stainless steel. When
not in use, it resembles a garden sculpture. It’s just the thing for poolside show-
ering or a refreshing splash after gardening chores.

• Kathy Stratton, owner-buyer at C&D Hardware, recommends yard acces-
sories that attract birds and butterflies, such as bird feeders made of art glass.
“When you put elements into your yard, you want to add things that make
you smile and turn your yard into a happy place,” she says.

resources
ARBOR GATE
15635 FM 2920, Tomball
281.351.8851

C&D HARDWARE AND GIFTS
314 East 11th, 713.861.3551

IN THE GARDEN
1405 Cedar Post,
713.932.7652

BROWN JORDAN
To the Trade
5120 Woodway Drive, Suite
1016
713.626.0400

DEAN CONSTRUCTION
Outdoor Living Design
832.642.0205

E & G AMISH FURNITURE 
17000 El Camino Real
Ste. 207
281.286.9911

THE GARDEN GATE
5122 Morningside,
713.528.2654

ISLAND FURNITURE
4104 Nasa Pkwy.,
281.532.3075

JANUS ET CIE
5120 Woodway Drive 
Suite 155
713.621.5950

LOUIS SHANKS FURNITURE
2800 Fondren, 713.780.9770

THE SHADE SHOP
4015 Richmond Avenue,
713.623.0750

ROBERTS CARPET &
FINE FLOORS
713. 926.7200
www.rober tscarpet.com

SYNTHETIC LAWNS BY 
FOREVER LAWNS
832.326.2314 or
1.888.516.2605

SUSSAN’S FURNITURE
3820 Gulf Freeway, Dickinson
409.948.3171

Set these Lloyd Flanders Tropics chairs wrapped in Sun Loom Vinyl on the patio at
Lake Conroe for the season, and don’t worry about rain or sun harming them. Deep
seating makes them especially comfortable for long summer nights.

Poised above the right person, Design Within Reach’s Mid Century Sunshade could be mistak-
en for a halo. Its handy mobile platform can be moved with the sun. DWR’s powder-coated
Boulevard Table and Café Chairs are  versatile indoors and out

&
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Our showroom is expanding 
to over 10,000 square feet.

More fabrics, trimmings, 
furniture, rugs & accessories

along with a complete design
studio to better serve you.

Designer 
Consultations for 
the Month of June

Woodlands Fabrics & 
Interiors Design Center

473 Sawdust Road    �    The Woodlands, TX 77380 � 281-419-0419 � www.woodlandsfabrics.com

Summer is a great time to get your decorating 
"to do" list done before the busy fall season.

1/2 OFF

ROOM ADDITION
A To Z

REMODELING
Kitchen & Bathroom Specialist

ECO CONSTRUCTION

PATIO
COVERS

FINANCING AVAILABLE

FREEESTIMATES

Aluminum &
Composition

Call George @ 281-685-8657
www.1ecoconstruction.com Hablamos Español

METAL
BUILDINGS

European
Elegance

European
Elegance

Paving
Design
713-850-6375
832-607-2266
www.pavedesign.com

Pools  & Spas
Remodeling
Decks
Patios
Landscaping
Fences
Pavilions

2416 Woodhead • 713-528-5065
MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:30AM-5:00PM

� �
Invest In Timeless Treasures

Unique Religious Art
Spanish & French Antiques

Accessories & Primitives

JOHN HOLT ANTIQUES

NEW 4O FT. CONTAINER ARRIVED

Hardware & Gifts

FULL LINE
HARDWARE STORE

UNIQUE DECOR & GIFTS
C&D

314 E. 11TH STREET (THE HEIGHTS) • 713.861.3551 • www.CandDhardware.com

Graduation • Father’s Day

Available
in 9 

bright 
colors.

Adirondack Chairs

Traeger
Grills For the most 

discriminating 
outdoor chef.

Famously Insulating!

Lifetime Guarantee!

Great Selection!

�
�
�

Coming
Soon!

Tervis Tumblers

Summer at C&D: 
A cold drink, a hot grill and a great seat!

&

http://www.woodlandfabrics.com
http://www.canddhardware.com
http://www.pavedesign.com
http://www.realitypoolshouston.com
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DURABLE SURFACE 
MADE OF 

RECYCLED GLASS 
& CONCRETE

DURABLE SURFACE 
MADE OF 

RECYCLED GLASS 
& CONCRETE

DURABLE SURFACE MADE OF RECYCLED GLASS & CONCRETE

Bolfing Brothers Marble, Inc.
18407 Telge Road
Cypress, TX 77429
281.351.7195
www.bolfingbrothers.com

ICM Marble & Granite
by appointment
Sugar Land, TX 77478
281.242.9009
www.icmmarble.com

New Living
6111 Kirby Drive
Houston, TX 77005
713.521.1921
www.newliving.net

•Carpet Cleaning
•Tile & Grout Cleaning 
•General 

Maintenance
713-827-7020 • www.txunlimitedcleaning.com

TEXAS UNLIMITED CLEANING

BEAUTIFUL POOLSBEAUTIFUL POOLS at affordable
prices

www.reflectionpoolsandspas.com

REFLECTION
POOLS & SPAS
Office . . . . . . 713.559.1100
Houston • Dallas • Beaumont
Cell . . . . . . . 832.755.2341

HOUSTON

RESOURCES FOR YOUR WELL BEING   

Qualified applicants 
should fax resumes 
to (713) 880-5811

Seeking Seasoned Advertising Sales Professionals

• Proven track record in print advertising
• Aggressive prospecting techniques
• Stable employment history
• Self-motivation with a positive attitude

Immediate 
full time 
openings 
available

REQUIREMENTS

• High commission
• Basic computer skills
• Heights Area

&

http://www.galleryfurniture.com
http://www.reflectionpoolsandspas.com
http://www.txunlimitedcleaning.com
http://www.bolfingbrothers.com
http://www.icmmarble.com
http://www.newliving.net
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www.kronbergsflagsandflagpoles.com

713-661-9222
“A full service company for the flag flyer.”

texas decks, etc.
Specializing 
in custom 
outdoor 

living spaces.
Call today 
for a free 
in-home 

consultation.

713•697•3446 • www.texasdecksetc.com

• Ultrawood Decks
• Shade Arbors & Gazebos

• Composite Lumber Decks
• Portable & In-Ground Spas

Since 1979

WESTWOOD 
FENCE 

COMPANY, INC.

WESTWOOD 
FENCE 

COMPANY, INC.

Wood & 
Ornamental Fences

Wood & 
Ornamental Fences
�   �

6101 E. Houston Rd, Houston, TX  77028
(713) 674-3277 • (713) 674-6907 Fax

westwoodfencecoinc@comcast.net

We 
tear 
down and 
haul off old 
fences!
Free Estimates
Se habla Español

Custom Rug Work Room
Wall-to-Wall Carpet  • Binding Service

3130 Rogerdale Rd., Suite 150 • www.rubinscustomrugs.com

7 1 3 . 7 8 4 . 1 1 8 0

R U B I N ’ S
Custom Rugs and Fine CarpetCustom Rugs and Fine Carpet

713.880.1919

F L O W E R S A N D A C C E S S O R I E S

F O R W E D D I N G S A N D E V E N T S

Native Texas Landscape
Design & Construction

• Patio Covers
• Flagstone Patios
• Outdoor Kitchens

• Firepits 
• Waterfalls

• Retaining Walls
• Disaster Cleanup

• Fences

Complete Landscape Design and Installation Including Irrigation

Insured • 100% Guaranteed • Servicing: North Houston • Spring • Woodlands• Conroe

281-687-7512 • www.NativeTexasLandscape.com281-687-7512 • www.NativeTexasLandscape.com

Wes & Rhonda Hackney, Owners

&

http://www.airlinevacuum.com
http://www.kronbergsflagsandflagpoles.com
http://www.texasdecksetc.com/
http://www.rubinscustomrugs.com
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S to r y  b y  DEB I  BRYANThandbookhandbook

THE SPORTING LIFE
JOIN THE FUN WITH OUTDOOR ACTIVITY EQUIPMENT

DESIGNED FOR ALL AGES

This home golf green by Green Links serves as a practice and entertainment center with sitting area and natural stone border. The green pro-
vides a full complement of putts and chip shots; short game pitch shots are played from a tee box 30 yards from the green. 

Backyard play systems offer a wide range of sets with age- and developmentally appropriate
designs. This Serendipity unit is by CedarWorks. 

Want the home court advan-
tage? Install sports or play
equipment at your home. 
Whether it’s a swing set and play equip-
ment for the kids, or a putting green for
Mom and Dad, sport systems for out-
door play at home are becoming a
desired amenity for active people and
their families. Play equipment draws
neighborhood kids. Adults enjoy
improving their skills on putting greens
or  basketball or bocce ball courts.  

Another advantage to play courts is
health and fitness. If you want to lure
your kids away from the TV and com-
puter games and encourage them to be
more active, outdoor sports courts and
play systems are a good way to do it. 

Even the smallest of yards can
accommodate these courts. Prices gen-
erally start around $7,500, depending
on the size and condition of the yard.

With outdoor play equipment,
adults can have plenty of fun, too.
Sport Court of Houston builds outdoor
multi-purpose courts geared for kids of
all ages. Made of snap-down tiles that
sit on top of concrete, this flooring cre-
ates a cushion that acts as a shock
absorber. Thus, aging muscles and
joints can play longer, harder and safer. 

These courts are ready-made for at
least 15 different sports, including bas-
ketball, volleyball, rollerblading, tennis
and putting greens.  Sizes run from 25
feet by 25 feet to a full-sized tennis
court, but can be custom-made to fit
any need, budget or site.

Green Links Inc. based in Houston
designs and installs synthetic turf golf
putting greens, playgrounds and bocce
ball and other game courts and play-
grounds in Texas and Louisiana. 

The use of synthetic turf for resi-
dential backyards is increasing in popu-
larity, says Terry Westbrook, president
and owner of Green Links. It’s easy to
maintain and when not in use for
games or sports, it looks like a beautiful
green lawn. “For some families with
small homes, the putting green doubles
as a play area for children,” Westbrook
says. “You treat it like a lawn.”

The smallest size area for a putting
green, he estimates, might be 25 feet by
10 feet. Costs range from $7,400 to
$25,000, he says, depending on size
and landscaping. “If you do it right,
you really create a setting around it so
it’s more inviting.”

resources
CEDARWORKS 
281.345.1997
Residential Playground
Equipment

SPORTSCAPERS INC.
713.539.3248
www.spor tscapers.com

SPORT COURT OF
HOUSTON
832.467.4909
www.spor tcour t.com

GREEN LINKS
713.932.9997
www.greenlinksinc.com

&
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Visit InteriorReflections.com today!
Enjoy fabulous before & after pics      Get inspired Design ideas

Call 281.580.7775

• Never make another Design mistake
• Check our Web Special
• Creative and affordable solutions
• We are Color experts

Before

After

�

Houston’s Largest Selection of FRAMED MIRRORS, plus
Ready-Made Frames • Custom Framing • Quality Oil Paintings • Hand Carved Frames

3815 Fondren Rd. (Between Richmond & Westpark)
Open To The Public & Trade • Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5

713-974-6000
www.warehouseframes.com

Family Owned and Operated 
for Over 27 Years

Custom Built 
to YOUR yard,

YOUR family and
YOUR budget

Sport Court is the
trusted worldwide leader

in transforming backyards
into play yards for families
and professional athletes.

15 Games...One Court...Your Backyard.
FREE ESTIMATES • 832-467-4909 • www.sportcourt-texas.com 

NEW State-of-the-Art
NON-ABRASIVE

Cushioned Surface!

Financing Available

&

http://www.warehouseframes.com
http://www.sportcourt-texas.com
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HOUSTON

Yoga and YouYoga and You
Fitting it into your schedule doesn’t
have to be a stretch

THE EYES HAVE IT
COSMETIC EYELID SURGERY
LOOK LIKE YOURSELF 
AGAIN.

THE EYES HAVE IT
COSMETIC EYELID SURGERY
LOOK LIKE YOURSELF 
AGAIN.

Look for the
premiere issue of... 

inserted in Houston House & Home

RESOURCES FOR YOUR WELLBEING JULY 2009

Houston Mind & Body magazine is a guide to
looking and feeling your best, focusing solely on

health, beauty and your overall well being.
Stories are intelligently researched and written,

calling upon respected professionals who are
authorities in their fields to provide you with the

best up-to-date information. Mind & Body will
inform and educate you about the resources

available for diet and exercise, health and 
beauty products, weight management and 

cosmetic surgery. This information is brought to
you in a warm, friendly environment filled with

relevant editorial and resources and always
tastefully presented.

For Information, call 713.523.6523

&

http://www.californiaclosets.com
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HOUSTON HOME
IMPROVEMENT CONSTRUCTION

PATIOCOVERS

Matching Existing Construction
Fully Insured • In Business 29 Years

www.hhipatiocovers.com

281-686-9059

Crafted as Heirlooms
for a Timeless Endurance

17000 El Camino Real, Ste. 207
Houston (Clear Lake area)

Directly across from the H-E-B
Thurs, Fri, Sat: 10am-6pm • Sunday: Noon-5pm

www.egamishfurniture.com • 281.286.9911

We offer a full line of Amish 
crafted outdoor furniture.

Made from recycled plastic,
stainless fasteners, and 

aluminum bracing.

Several colors to 
choose from.

CREATING A MORE BEAUTIFUL HOME 
& PROTECTING YOUR INVESTMENT! 

James Hardie Siding for long-lasting 
protection on the outside of your home.

Reduce energy bills and give your home more
“curb appeal” with Replacement Windows.

Best Investments
281-852-1866

Best-Investments.com

Remodel with 
Confidence.

Get The Right Tools For The Job.
Get A Qualified Contractor.

For a copy of our 2008
Membership Directory

Resource Guide for
homeowners, call the

NARI  Houston office
at  713.621.NARI

www.NARIhouston.com

2009 CoTY AWARD WINNER

2006-2008 
Award for Excellence

936.321.5454
1.800.524.1143

www.windowsofopp.com
FREE In-Home Consultation

Custom Draperies, Blinds, Shutters,
Bedspreads & Upholstery

3600 FM 1488
Suite 90
Conroe, Tx.
77384

&

http://www.greenlinksinc.com
http://www.hhipatiocovers.com
http://www.egamishfurniture.com
http://www.best-investments.com
http://www.windowsofopp.com
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Secret Garden
In a Southwest Houston neighborhood of warehouses and townhouses, 
a hidden garden of herbs, vegetables and tropical flowers delights the senses

ABOVE: The focal point of the main patio is a goldfish pond
installed by Nelson Water Gardens. “It’s easy to maintain,” says
Smith, who releases tadpoles into the water so he’ll have frogs on
his lily pads.

OPPOSITE: Photo stylist Julie Hettiger loves working in this kitchen at the
studio, she says, because it captures natural light so well. Large windows
frame views of the garden with its tall palms chosen to lend a tropical vibe to
the landscape.

Story by Linda Barth • Photography by Ralph Smith  •  Food styling by Julie Hettiger

The entry courtyard enclosed by a yellow stucco wall suggests
you are entering a temple of minimalism. The ground is thick-
ly covered in gravel, not a blade of grass in sight. The only hints
something exotic might lie beyond are seven tall palm trees,
their sky-high hula skirts of spiky leaves swaying flirtatiously in
the breeze. 

An oval entry room directs you to the doorbell, and when the
door opens, you step inside a gallery where floor-to-ceiling glass
frames a stunning panorama of one man’s private paradise. The

garden of Ralph Smith is marvel of texture, color, scent, water
sounds and, perhaps most of all, taste. Herbs, vegetables and
edible flowers tucked here and there in the landscape, please
eye, nose and tongue. It is a garden designed to nurture edible
plants and stimulate the senses.   

As if the palms, blooms and edible greenery weren’t enough,
a large rectangular goldfish pond in the main patio brings
sparkle and the burble of water to the landscape. Blooming
water lilies and submerged grasses keep the pond crystal clear,

&



&
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all the better to see the long-tailed goldfish drift
lazily in the water.

While the garden’s hardscape of flagstone,
crisply edged gravel trails and wooden pergola
is neatly symmetrical and provides order, the
plants are allowed their freedom. “Chaos with-
in symmetry,” says Smith, is the underlying
aesthetic of the landscape design. 

WHO LIVES HERE?
Many visitors ask, “Who lives here?” The gar-
den feels residential, and could work beautiful-
ly for a home, but it is not residential. Located
in a nondescript neighborhood of warehouses
and townhouses in Southwest Houston, the
building and its gardens are the headquarters of
Ralph Smith Photography, nationally noted
for fine food photography.

Food manufacturers, grocers, restaurateurs,
publishers and their ad agencies fly from all
over the country to Houston to have Smith
photograph luscious foodstuffs for their food
packaging, menus and advertisements. Many
of the fresh greens, vegetables, flowers and gar-
nishes you see in his photographs come from
this very garden.

He enjoys entertaining his clients from
northern climes here. When product man-
agers, ad execs and art directors from
Manhattan, Minneapolis or Cleveland arrive
in, say, February, they shed their heavy over-
coats and breathe a sigh of relief to sit under the
palms in the sun. The place is a living picture
postcard in praise of Houston’s 365-day grow-
ing season. 

Colorful goldfish and the soothing sound of water bring a sense of peace to the central patio’s pond.

Pink mallow blossoms and blue salvia.

&



37

While the garden serves Smith’s distinct busi-
ness purposes, it also serves as a model for the
rest of us. It is a valuable study in how organi-
cally grown edible plants in an urban Houston
landscape can not only nourish us but also look
gorgeous. 

MAKE IT EDIBLE
Smith has been a food photographer in
Houston for almost 30 years; his current office
and garden complex is only about 10 years old.
“This place is way different from my old stu-
dio,” Smith says. “The old one was dark.”

The idea of having a garden at his new offices
was Smith’s brainchild, but he wisely enlisted
the help of two great designers: Houston archi-
tect Natalye Appel for design of the building
and The Office of James Burnett for landscape
design.

“I’m primarily a food shooter,” Smith says.
“My idea for the garden was to have just fresh
herbs—some basil or sage—and small flowers
and things like that you can garnish a plate
with. Fig leaves or dark green leaves or light
green leaves. It’s just so fresh.” 

Appel loved the idea of having a “warehouse-
y kind of facility” surround and embrace the
gardens. “The gardens are one of the pri-
mary reasons for the building’s form,”

RIGHT: A large bowl holds a mini-water gar-
den at the entry to the building.. 

BELOW: A shy squash begins to unfurl its
bloom in the potager north of the pergola.

&



Appel says. “When you first walk up
and see the stucco wall, you can tell
from the street there’s this kind of secret
garden effect. It’s like a hidden jewel in a
sea of metal warehouses.” Almost every
room in the complex has large windows
or doors that allow natural light and
views of the garden. 

“A huge part of [Smith’s] garden is
being able to utilize it for his work,” says
Chip Trageser, landscape architect and
principal of Burnett’s firm. When
designing Smith’s landscape, “We did
think about foodstuffs,” Trageser says.
“If done right, you can use herbs and
vegetables as an aesthetic, with textures,
colors and you get the added benefit of
being able to use the material.” 

In Smith’s garden now, Julie Hettiger
of JH Creative, the food stylist who
works closely with him, regularly har-
vests herbs, leaves and blooms from the
garden with tweezers and scissors.

“You can’t always get exactly what
you’re looking for,” Smith says, “but
probably quite often, probably a better
variety than what you do at the store.
That was the thought behind this gar-
den.”

GROWING TIPS
You get the sense that Smith would’ve
wanted a garden at his office whether or
not he uses the plants to photograph or
to eat. “I like gardening,” he says. “It’s
like an artist’s palette. It’s not a whole lot
different than what I do here (with pho-
tography). You start with bare canvas
and you have colors and textures and
shapes and forms that you work with.
You try some things. If doesn’t work,
you don’t do it again.”

The inspiration for this garden was a
trip to Italy taken years ago before the
new office was designed. Smith and his
wife attended a cooking school at Villa
Ferraia in Tuscany. “They had a garden
that was probably almost an acre,”
Smith says. “The main thing I got out
of that cooking school is just eat what’s
fresh. That’s basically what they do.
Their recipes are very simple. They liter-

LEFT: At the
end of a hallway,
a window frames
a view of a mag-
nificent agave.

&



ally get up in the morning and go out to
the garden. We didn’t know what we
were going to cook until we went out
into it.”

Smith generally doesn’t plant in
straight rows. “I have a different theory
than most gardeners,” he says. He plants
wherever he thinks a certain plant needs
to be. If it doesn’t thrive, or gets mildew
or insects, he cuts it out and destroys
it—no pesticides. Everything is organic
and natural.

He’s a strong believer in MicroLife
soil conditioner and uses only Nature’s
Way products. “The main thing I’ve
learned is that it all starts in the soil,” he
says. You’ve got to have good soil. I’d
rather put a weak plant into good soil
than a good plant into poor soil. It’s
going to die. It’s not going to make it.”

A good compost pile is the building
block of the garden. “I don’t think  you
need to fertilize,” he says. “Eventually if
you use compost enough, it corrects
everything.” He is aided in the care of
his office garden by his brother, Tom
Smith, of Southern Magnolia
Landscaping.

Smith has become a firm believer in
the value of edible plants in urban land-
scapes. His home in Garden Oaks is a
half and half mix of edible and nonedi-
ble plants. 

FARM AND CITY
Growing edible plants in an urban
landscape is a concept being revived in
modern America. Over the past couple
of centuries, sometime after the dawn
of the Industrial Revolution, growing
edible plants in urban landscapes
became unfashionable. People flocked
to the cities to escape the farm and
make higher wages with less back-
breaking labor. Yards in the city and
close-in suburbs were for green lawns
and hedges, not potato patches.
Window boxes were for geraniums, not
oregano. Food was to be purchased
neatly packaged at the grocer’s, not
plucked from the dooryard. Park land
was for recreation, not farming.

RIGHT: Covering the tall wooden per-
gola is a climbing Old Rose plant pur-
chased at Buchanan’s Native Plants. “It
didn’t do much the first couple of
years,” says Smith. Then, it grew and
bloomed profusely. Tall plants in pond
are equisetum and nasturtiums.

&
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Urbanites, whether fresh off the turnip truck or several generations
into the city, sought to separate themselves from rural life not only psy-
chologically but physically with the plants they chose. Growing food,
especially in the front yard, was for hicks. By the 1950s, many American
subdivisions had deed restrictions prohibiting food plants from being
grown in the yard, and many still maintain those restrictions. 

In the 1960s, eating natural foods became the rage. Later, higher ener-

gy prices, climate change and worries about sustainable methods of
farming and food production helped revive the concept of eating locally
grown foods and keeping home gardens. (Edible urban gardens have
always been acceptable in parts of the world like China where the cities
of Beijing and Shanghai grow almost all their own vegetables locally.) 

Urban Harvest, a nonprofit organization dedicated to using fruit, veg-
etable and habitat gardens to improve quality of life in the Houston area,

ABOVE: Tucked in a back corner
of the garden is a swimming pool
with shallow beach entry. “I don’t
know what came over me,” says
Smith, with a chuckle. “We’ve shot
photos around it a few times. It’s
mainly ambience.”

FAR LEFT: In the front parking
lot, a patch of bluebonnets
reminds springtime visitors they’re
in Texas.

LEFT: Detail of variegated agave.
l

&
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has long promoted the concept of eating locally. Its Bayou City Farmers
Market, 3000 Richmond at Eastside, has been highly successful in pro-
moting local produce.

So strongly does Smith believe in urban gardening, growing food
locally and supporting family farms, he started the The FM 150 Farm-
to-Table Dinner Series to promote food grown by local farmers within
150 miles of Houston. This spring, he hosted the first dinner for 90 peo-

ple at his garden to raise funds for Urban Harvest. Chef Randy Evans
prepared the dinner with farm-fresh locally grown foods. 

Smith plans to host more fund raising dinners at his garden. The next is
scheduled tentatively for November. Check www.smithphoto.com for
information about future FM 150 dinners so you can stroll these splendid
gardens yourself, learn from them, dine on really fresh foods and perhaps
become inspired to plant a little parsley in your petunia patch.

ABOVE: The garden awaits the 
FM 150 Dinner celebrating fresh food
grown within 150 miles of Houston.
Chef Randy Evans of the soon to be
open Haven restaurant cooked a multi-
course dinner here as a fundraiser for
Urban Harvest. Smith plans more
fundraising dinners to encourage eating
local foods.

RIGHT: A firecracker bush leaves its
blooms in the gravel path.

FAR RIGHT: No straight farmer’s rows
for this garden. In the foreground, sage
and salvia. Behind them, tomatoes.

&
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If you are 62 years or 
older you can: 
• Supplement Retirement 

Income, Tax Free
• Pay for medical expenses, 

home improvements, and 
everyday expenses

• Eliminate monthly mortgage 
payments

• Stay in your home and 
retain the title

• Make no loan payments 
as long as you live in 
the home. 

• NNoo  IInnccoommee  oorr  CCrreeddiitt  
RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss

Debbie Schultz
Reverse Mortgage Specialist
Houston Capital Mortgage
Tx Entity License #75094
713-594-1089 Secure your retirement and 

financial stability by calling an 
industry professional of 30 years 
to inquire about this government

insured program and other 
mortgage loan programs.

7700 San Felipe • Suite 400 • Houston, TX 77063
dschultz@houstoncapital.com • www.houstoncapital.com

Is a Reverse Mortgage
right for you?

Use Your Equity in Your Home to Supplement Retirement Income

5th Anniversary Celebration

10-70% Off 
Entire Month of June

5th Anniversary Celebration

10-70% Off 
Entire Month of June

“Bringing the Tropics Home!”“Bringing the Tropics Home!”

281-860-0000
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS • 100% FINANCING

Major Remodeling • Room Additions • Roofing • Siding

sunrooms
Affordable

SUMMER
IS HERE!
30% OFF

SUNROOMS
(Through 6/30/09) 

HOT SPECIALS for SUMMER!

HARDIPLANK SIDING 
$4.95 sq. ft. installed

BUY 8 WINDOWS
GET ONE FREE!

WITH THIS AD

SUNROOMS • SCREENROOMS • PATIO ROOMS • PATIO COVERS • CARPORTS

&
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http://www.houstoncapital.com
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Buy Where The Contractors Buy

713-995-8453
59 South @ Bissonnet

713-943-7171
45 South @ Airport

• Ceramic     • Granite    • Marble      • Travertine  
• Porcelain  • Slate      • Granite Countertops

QUALITY
TILE, MARBLE & GRANITE

Wholesale & Retail

832-250-7328 Cell 
Now Open For Katy & Memorial Residents

Email: Qtiles@sbcglobal.net  • Monday-Saturday 8:00am to 7:00pm   • Se Habla Español

Slate
Starts At 99¢ 

Ceramic
Starts At 69¢ 

281-405-8383
9825 Airline

4”x4” Wall Tile.......7¢ 
6”x6” Wall Tile.....14¢ 

2000 Sam Houston Pkwy. @ I-10 • 713-465-8453

Tired of Mulching?

High 

quality, safe,

long-lasting

product. 

DS Supply Inc.DS Supply Inc.
713.802.2333

7250 Wynnpark
Houston, TX 77008

www.internationalmulch.com

29 Years of Excellence
Plantation • Traditional • Exterior • Wood Blinds

Shutters Reapainted & Repaired

281-441-7998
15120 Lee Road, Suite #614 • fax 281-441-7020

www.americanshutters.net

American Shutter Company

Beauty • Elegance • Style
Q U A L I T Y  C U S T O M  S H U T T E R S

Free Quotes
By Phone or In Home

A M S R E M O D E L I N G

Transforming Your Dreams...Into Reality!

Custom Homes
Room Additions

Garages • Kitchen
Bathrooms

Hardie Siding
Remodeling

FREE ESTIMATES

713-680-2019
www.amsremodeling.com

ATs’
A N TO N I O’S T R E E S

W H O L E S A L E

High quality 
custom made silk trees,

plants & greenery

8600 WESTPARK DR, STE. 112
HOUSTON, TX 77063

713.278.1145

antoniossilktrees.com

Houston’s premier builder of 
no-maintenance patio covers offers 

the best price and service in your area. 
View our gallery to see over 200 

pictures of actual projects we have
installed for the discriminating 

homeowners and builders throughout 
Southeast Texas. Call today! 
Free estimates and design.

Made in the Shade, llc.        281-330-8399

Visitshademypatio.com

Antique Pine, Aromatic Cedar, Ash, B. E. Maple, Basswood, Birch, Bloodwood, Bocote,
Bubinga, Cherry, Cocobola, Curly Maple, Cypress, Lacewood, Mahogany, Maple,

Mesquite, Mexican Rosewood, Oak, Padouk, Pecan, Purpleheart, Poplar, 
Spanish Cedar, Sycamore, Teak, Walnut, Wenge, Zebrawood and More

Open 7:30-5:00 M-F; 8:30-12:00 Sat.

Quality Domestic & Imported Plywood (Interior & Marine)
Edgebanding & Veneer Sheets • Butcher Block Tops

Flooring • Moulding • MDF & Melamine

www.houstonhardwoods.com

Specializing In Hardwood Lumber, Plywood and Moulding.
PERSONAL SERVICE 
PROMPT DELIVERY

On-Site Custom Moulding & Planing

713-686-6176
Fax 713-686-3217
4910 W 34th St.

CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING

281.802.2488

www.suncraftdesign.com

RESIDENTIAL
•Custom Homes  •Remodeling 
•Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinets

•Additions •Framing
•Green Building 

COMMERCIAL
•Commercial Build Outs
•Remodeling •Concrete
•Small or Large Projects

CUSTOMIZING SPECIALISTS 
FOR 35 YEARS

MASTER CARPENTER 
AND CABINET MAKERS

DESIGN
SERVICES

Texas Licensed Contractor

DESIGN BUILD INC.

208 McCown, Montgomery, TX
936-444-3248

Savvy Antiques & Décor
Country French & European primitives 
and accessories. Unique items at great

prices for the savvy shopper.

Wed. - Sat. 10:00 - 5:00 Sun. 12:00 - 5:00

Take an ordinary journey 
to an extraordinary place

15635 FM 2920 • Tomball, Texas 77377
www.arborgate.com • 281-351-8851

The Arbor Gate
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The Results Are In ...It Works!

Reduce Interior Fading...Fabrics, Flooring, Fine Art and Furniture

Lower Energy Costs...Improve Comfort and Save on Air Conditioning

Glare Control...Remove Frustrating and Unwanted Glare, Less Eyestrain

Add Safety and Security...Makes Glass Considerably Stronger

Lifetime Warranty

Houston Window Film & Radiant Barrier
281•398•2230

www.HoustonWindowFilm.com
Houston’s Finest Window Film Company

• With Hüper Optik window film, consumers can have
a view and save money on their energy bills.

• Hüper Optik products do not contain any dyes or have
new adhesives that would bubble, peel or discolor 
over time.

• Window films are one of the most cost effective 
methods to reduce energy consumption, reduce fading
and improve the strength of the glass.

• Professional installation with Hüper Optik window 
film’s German patented ceramic technology yields a 
clear view for your upscale interior or vacation home.

Interior Designers Trust 
Hüper Optik Window Film

The next generation of window film is here now, available at

Ceramic & Clear Films Available

Hüper Optik’s select
product technology was 
chosen as one of the top
10 Green Innovations 
in 2007 by Greenspace
and environmental news.

Houston Radiant Barrier
Our EnergyQ™ Radiant Barrier

• Lowers Utility Bills 20-40% (summer & winter)
• Blocks 97% of Radiant Heat Transfers

• Less Wear and Tear on A/C Units  
• Reduces Hot and Cold Spots

• Maintains Uniform Temperature Throughout Home
• Pays for Itself Within 1-2-1/2 Years  

• Lifetime Warranty

See EnergyQ.com for more information

&

http://www.energyq.com
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713-426-3000 • www.scooplepoop.com
Residential & Commercial info@scooplepoop.com

Unique gift idea for pets and pet lovers. 
Choose from one-time cleaning to weekly  

service that will keep tails waggin’

LONE � STAR
HOME REMODELING

All Work Guaranteed
Licensed & Insured

Residential & Commercial

713.271.6245 • FREE ESTIMATES

AA  TTRRUUSSTTEEDD  NNAAMMEE  IINN  TTEEXXAASS
FFOORR  2255  YYEEAARRSS!!

Room Additions 
Garage Convertions 
Fences • Decks 
Patio Covers • Ceramic Tile
Painting • Wall Coverings
Sheet Rock Repair & Texturing 
Hardi Plank • Roofing

BOUTROS CONSTRUCTION
A L L P H A S E S O F H O M E R E M O D E L I N G

OVER 11 YEARS EXPERIENCE • 713-587-0000 • WWW.BOUTROSCONSTRUCTION.COM

STAINED CONCRETE
by Peyton & Associates
STAINED CONCRETE
by Peyton & Associates

www.stainedconcrete.org
936-449-5511(metro)

www.stainedconcrete.org
936-449-5511(metro)

Let us transform your ordinary 
gray patios into lasting impressions!

Let us transform your ordinary 
gray patios into lasting impressions!

THE LIMON GROUPTHE LIMON GROUP
Full Service Painting & 

Remodeling Contractors
Full Service Painting & 

Remodeling Contractors
Licensed & Insured

FREE Estimates
Commercial 

& Residential

11013 Fuqua • Suite 122 • Houston, TX 77089

281-202-2668   832-880-3485
E-mail:TheLimonGroup@ymail.com

www.TheLimonGroup.net

11013 Fuqua • Suite 122 • Houston, TX 77089

281-202-2668   832-880-3485
E-mail:TheLimonGroup@ymail.com

www.TheLimonGroup.net

apexrc@comcast.net 713-498-3445 www.houstonapexremodeling.com

APEX REMODELING & CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions

Kitchen Remodeling
Bathroom Remodeling

Patio Covers
Complete Home Remodeling

Fully Licensed • Fully Insured • Texas State Registered Builder

FREE ESTIMATES • LET US SAVE YOU MONEY!

1331 Seamist Dr. • Houston, TX 77008 • 713.868.1021 • www.PaylessInsulation.com

R8 Cotton Insulated

®

HEALTHY GREEN
PRODUCTS

INSULATION • ACOUSTICAL • REMOVAL
COTTON - INSULATION/DUCTS/WRAP

We Do Windows
..and Doors

Personalized Service at Affordable Prices
Call Nelson Fisher for estimates, brochures or more details.

Prices gladly quoted by phone.

Texas Windows & Doors Inc.
908 Town & Country Blvd. #120

713-984-7543
www.texaswindowsanddoors.net

Replacement Window Specialist • Since 1985

WINE CELLARS
CUSTOM BUILT

• In Your Home
• In Your Business

����CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING

281.802.2488

www.suncraftdesign.com

CUSTOMIZING SPECIALISTS 
FOR 35 YEARS

MASTER CARPENTER 
AND CABINET MAKERS

DESIGN
SERVICES

Texas Licensed Contractor

DESIGN BUILD INC.

pet of the month

My name’s Stryker,  and I’m a
2-year-old Catahoula Leopard
Brindle/Labrador Retriever mix.
Catahoula rhymes with “rock-a-hula” –
both words have rhythm, and, hey, so
do I. Catahoulas are the official State
Dog of Louisiana. We like swamps and
bayous, love to hunt and need lots of
exercise. We’ve been known to howl
along with Elvis and Fats Domino recordings. And Roy
Orbison: “Cry-y-y-ing over you…” I mean, how can you not
howl to that? Oh, and we have hypnotic eyes.  Mine are
what’s called “glass” eyes. They’re hauntingly blue so I
can see straight into your soul. I’m a very gentle, loyal guy
who’ll follow you anywhere if you just rub my ears and
belly. I’ve been diagnosed with heartworms, but if you
adopt me the Houston SPCA will take care of this issue.
Come visit, and let my baby blues peer into your soul. Ask
for my ID# A07239280 at

HOUSTON SPCA
900 Portway Drive, Houston 77024, 713.869.SPCA (7722)
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily, www.houstonspca.org

pet of the month

Summer arrives early in
Houston and stays late and don’t
even get me started about the humidi-
t y. But it’s also a great time to get
outside, have fun and make new
friends. That’s where I come in, your
new best pal-in-waiting. After a restful
winter stay at the SPCA, I am seeking
a nice place to call home. In return, I’m offering my
services as trusted pal and tireless playmate. My name is
Maysha, and I’m a 2-year-old Rottweiler mix, a brown-eyed
girl with an adoring smile. People say I’m super sweet.
When I dream about my new home, I think about romping
in the yard, taking walks with my family and maybe even
jumping into the pool to cool off. I see my new family bar-
becuing while I wait patiently for a morsel to fall my way.
Just us, just chillin’. So come get me outta here -- summer
awaits! When you come by to get me ask for my I.D.
number A06967573 at 

HOUSTON SPCA
900 Portway Drive, Houston 77024, 713.869.SPCA (7722)
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily, www.houstonspca.org

&
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Let Me Show You 
The Difference...No Other 
Windows Come Close
� Save Energy 
� Cut Noise 
� Add Security 
� Block Out Heat, Cold & Dust

Usually 20% to 50% Off 
Major Competition.
• Custom Made Replacement Windows, 

Storm Windows & Storm Shutters
• Replace Old Windows

$CASH DISCOUNT • FREE ESTIMATES
Deal Directly with Owner

Lifetime Warranty

281.955.8994 
www.windowreplacementofhouston.com

GUARDIAN WINDOWS
Since 1986

A.G.WELDING

8125 McGee Ln • Houston, TX 77071
713-988-4200 • www.agwelding.com

Custom 
designed
ornamental 
iron stair 
and balcony
railings, 
staircases,
gates, 
carports,
awnings, 
and
structural 
iron work.

Free 
estimates
Residential &
Commercial

&

http://www.windowreplacementofhouston.com
http://www.agwelding.com


T H E G A L L E R Y
To advertise in this section, call 713-523-6523.

PEAK
STAIRS

www.peakstairs.com • fax 936 653-2700

PEAK
STAIRS

REMODEL • NEW CONSTRUCTION

281-935-7276

Pergolas & Sunrooms
Adding Value to Your
Home...Comfortably

Patio Rooms • Screen Rooms
Pergolas • Windows

www.advancetexas.com

& construction& construction

281.498.1140

“Made in the Shade”“Made in the Shade”

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

REMODELING

homeofficehouston.com
713-440-7990

Bonded & Insured
References • Free Estimates

Professional Services
Roofing

PAINTING&
SHEETROCK

Carpentry - Ceramic Tile
MOVING SERVICES

20% Off Any Service 
HANDYMAN-CONTRACTOR

• Custom Drapes
• Slip Covers
• Cornices
• Bedding

• Mini Blinds
• Custom Furniture
• Shades
• Pillows

Fine Quality • Great Prices • Work Done on Premises
Open to the Public • Trade Welcome

Serving Southwest Houston & Fort Bend County

’Sophies Upholstery
& Draperies

11925 Southwest Fwy. #2 • 281.879.6300

Authorized BioGuard Dealer
Pest Control Products

Lawn Fertilizer
Goggles and Floats

Professional pest control products available to the public
Steve Lacy

22129 Katy Freeway 
Katy, Texas 77450 Phone (281) 392-3030

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. (9-6) 
Sat. (9-4) • Sun. (12-4) • Wed. (Closed)

Expert Remodeling 
and Restoration
Brick, Stone, Glass Blocks,
Brick Staining Paver Designs,
Brick Fences & Columns

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured
Call (281) 558-1828 
for a Free Estimate
www.brick-restoration.com

We Restore Bricks 
to Original Beauty

Since 1993

281.794.4830

• Design Makeovers for Home & Office
• New Construction & Remodeling
• Window Treatments, Furniture, 

Art & Accessories
• Feng Shui & Color Consultations

As seen on Great Day
Houston and Fox!

GOLD

w w w . r o o m r e d o . c o mPamela O’Brien

Upgrade Your Style Today!Upgrade Your Style Today!

LORENZO PAINTING
& REMODELING
I N T E R I O R / E X T E R I O R

Cell: 832.715.6271 713.956.8286

5514 
Sheridan 
Oaks Dr. 

Houston,TX  
77091EDWARD B. LORENZO

CREATIVE IMPROVEMENTS, LLC.
Residential & Commercial

Room Additions • Roofing • Painting • Carpentry • Electrical • Plumbing 
Doors • Siding • Decks • Interior & Exterior Repairs.

Remodel Kitchens and Bathrooms. Granite Countertops.

FREE ESTIMATES
281-804-3108 Phone

REFERRALS AVAILALBE
www.creativeimprovementsllc.com

CREATIVE CONTOURS
LANDSCAPE CO.

CREATIVE CONTOURS
LANDSCAPE CO.

• Landscape Lighting
• Sprinkler Systems
• Soil pH Testing
• Design 
• Installation

• Underground 
Drainage Systems

• Brick, Brick Paver,
& Stone Patios

• Landscape

Russell Budnick
Grad. Texas A&M

713-723-9318713-723-9318
www.creativecontourslandscapingLLC.com

$50 OFF With This Ad

Total Renovations:
Decking • Tile • Resurface • Waterfalls

Call now for a free estimate

www.competitionpools.com
281-955-8114281-955-8114

HOUSTON’S PREMIER POOL REMODELER SINCE 1982
Pool Remodeling SpecialistsPool Remodeling Specialists

JC Builders
One Stop Shop

• Room Additions 
• Flooring    • Stucco 
• Patio Covers  • Roofing

832.258.5986      832.785.0297
www.jcbuilds.com

FREEESTIMATES

w w w . b r a z o s b e n d t r e e f a r m . c o m

BRAZOS BEND TREE FARM
Quality Container Grown Trees

23111 FM 1462  Damon, TX • 979-553-3441 • 979-553-3756 fax

Open 
To The 
Public

Open 
To The 
Public

BUY
FARM
DIRECT
AND 
SAVE

BUY
FARM
DIRECT
AND 
SAVE

TATCO CONSTRUCTION 
& REMODELING
Servicing River Oaks and 

Surrounding Areas For Over 30 Years
Construction / Cabinetry / Painting

Full Service Contracting

713.695.4084
tatcoconstruction@aol.com

Rick
Tatum

want more?
more ideas? more resources? more great homes?

www.houseandhomeonline.com
R-64

(#1 For Shedding Pine Needles)

www.guttermaxx.com/index17.htm

&
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� � � � � VISIT US AT THE � � � � �

www.randfantiques.com

912 Yale Street
North of I-10 in “The Heights”

713-861-7750 
Wed - Sat: 10:00 - 5:30 � Sun - Tues: By Chance or Appt.

We Do ESTATE SALES
Call Us!

The Brenham Summer Antiques Show
June13 &14, 2009

FM 577 • Brenham,TX

Big Red Barn Summer Show
June 27 & 28 2009

Sat & Sun • Roundtop,TX

Serving Texas and the U.S.

Color Hardeners • Releases • Acid Stains • Premium Sealers 
Polyurethanes • Counter Top Mix • Self Leveling Overlays • Stamps

Tools • Training & Support • Seminars • Furniture Molds • Integral Colors

8310 Castleford St. #250 • Houston, TX 77040
713-462-8884 • www.decorativecs.com 

Gallaway Porcelain Works
� Porcelain
� Acrylics 
� Simulated Marble
� Fiberglass 
� Tub Chips
� Antique 

Clawfoot Tubs

281-304-9300 TexasTubs.com

Reconditioning         Repair         Refinishing 

Refinisher for 
the Emporium

AFFORDABLE CUSTOM IRON WORK
Custom Iron Work

Stairs • Doors • Gates • Fences

Call 713-957-1820 • www.rabata.com

The Blind Man
Our Prices Won’t Make You Shutter!

Phone 281-537-1738
Free Advice, Estimates and Installation

www.theblindman.net

Specialists in pointing and filling brick and mortar cracks
along with Patio & Outdoor Firepits

“Simply the best in brick repair” 

713.856.8329 • www.mrbrickofhouston.com

SUMMER SPECIAL
• One Story Home . . $175 
• Two Story Home . . $275
• Driveways Only . . . . $50

PRESSURE WASHING

W/WINDOW CLEANING

& DRIVEWAY

Call 713-899-0789

713.666.3633Office

281.686.1940 Cell

Jim Norman
We Appreciate Your Business

REMODELING • ROOFING
Deal
with
Jim

37 YEARS AS 
A HOUSTON

CONTRACTOR

AZTEC HOME REMODELING
• Kitchen Remodeling
• Bathroom Remodeling
• Cabinets–Granite Countertops
• Cultured Marble Vanities
• Tile–Ceramic–Stone–Slate
• Carpets–Hardwood–Laminates

• Painting–Sheetrock–Texturing
• Hardie Siding–Custom Carpentry
• Windows–Doors–Crown Molding
• Roofing–Gutters–Pressure Washing
• Brick–Patio Rooms–Deckings
• House Leveling - Fences

“Water Damage–Extraction and Restoration”

228811..882211..00880099 - INSURED -
27 Years 

Experience

ENERGY SAVING SOLAR SCREENS
Lifetime Warranty • FREE Estimates

Vinyl Replacement Windows
Custom Made • Maintenance Free

LowE Energy Saving
Insulated Glass • Solar Screens

Security Storm Windows

Call Now! 713.290.02476010 W. 34th St. Unit 0
Houston, Texas  77064

EVERIC POOL PLASTERING
C O M P L E T E  P O O L  R E M O D E L I N G

713-728-9941
www.evericpoolplastering.com

Insured For Your Convenience

O.B.R. REMODELING SERVICES
Octavio Ramirez, Contractor

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE • LICENSED & INSURED

Additions • New Construction
Electrical • Carpentry • Painting • Granite

713.828.0725
WWW.OBREMODELING.COM

C R E AT I V E  L A N D S C A P E S
FREE ESTIMATES 713.523.5667713.523.5667

Landmark
andscapesLandmark
andscapes

281.397.8703

Patio Covers • Porches • Carports 
Deck Covers • Solar Screens • Arbors
Vinyl Windows • Maintenance/Repair

w w w . n a n d v p a t i o c o . c o m

We Specialize In Bringing You 
Custom Made Rooms for All Seasons.

Free On-site Estimates

281-821-2900281-821-2900
BEST QUALITY • BEST PRICES

• Gutters
• Shutters
• Siding
• Kitchens
• Counter Tops

• Bathrooms
• Granite-Marble
• Carpets
• Cleaning
• Restretch

• Painting
• Drywall
• Carpentry
• Cabinets
• Roofing

• Tile-Wood
• Brick-Concrete
• Pools & Decking
• Decking
• Sprinklers
• Landscaping

BESTCARE HOME SERVICESBESTCARE HOME SERVICES

- INSURED -

Skylights•Sun Tunnels•Solar Roof Vents

713-466-1551
5829 W. Sam Houston Pkwy. N. • Suite 801
InnovativeSkylights.com • SolarRoofVent.com

13501 Oak Hollow Dr. • Cypress, TX 77429
281-477-8822 • www.brownbearsbasket.com

Brown Bear’s Basket
Antiques, Collectibles & More

Money MakersMoney Makers

www.moneymakersflags.comwww.moneymakersflags.com
1517 Blalock                      713-461-1153
Houston, TX 77080            800-838-1153
1517 Blalock                      713-461-1153
Houston, TX 77080            800-838-1153

Flags, Banners, Poles
Windsocks and Pennants

Flags, Banners, Poles
Windsocks and Pennants

C=Creative Design A=Audio Equipment V=Video Solutions E=Electronics

M=Manufacture A=Automation N=Networking

DEMOLITION
We Demolish All Things Concrete
•Swimming Pools  •House Slabs

•Parking Lots  •Tennis Courts
•Tree & Storm Debris Services

SLS DEMO 281.733.8836

&



recycle. reuse.
reduce.

30%
OFF

Exp. 6-30-09100% Financing Available

Cash & Senior Citizen Discounts
Preferred Builders of Texas

713-856-7400 

Room Additions
Patios • Garages

Kitchens • Windows
Baths • Siding

CABINETS
WHOLESALE PRICES
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

713-856-7400
www.unitedcabinetsoftexas.com

UNITED CABINETS, L.P.

KITCHENS • BATHS UP TO 30% OFF

WILSON’S QUALITY PAINTING
SERVICE

CALL TODAY 
FOR A FREE 
ESTIMATE!

MATT WILSON
713-819-5947

• Interior and Exterior 
• Staining and Wood Sealing 

• Pressure Washing  • Carpentry   • Drywall

De La Cruz
Painting & Remodeling

713-301-7157

Carpentry • Roofing • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Granite & Countertops 
House Leveling & Concrete Work

Interior
Exterior

Comm & Res
Insured

Free Estimates
20 Yrs. Exp.

• Custom Cabinets
• Remodeling
• Siding • Framing

Jose L. Rosas•832.651.7061 Cell

Garden Coaching
Help from a PhD Botanist - Horticulturist
713-665-6137 - herbansolutions.com

• Maintenance & Replacement 
Recommendations

• Shade, Sun, & Container 
Garden Design

• Specialty Pruning & 
Landscape Services

Quality Tile, Marble & Granite

9700 SW Freeway @ Bissonnet
9900 Gulf Freewy @ Hobby Airport

9825 Airline

NOW OPEN
IN KATY &
MEMORIAL!

2000 Sam Houston Parkway N.
713-465-8453

Qtiles@sbcglobal.net • 832.250.7328

Porcelain Repair
Bathroom Detailing

OWNER CRAFTSMAN-WESLEY MCDOUGLE

Bathtubs • Sinks • Tile • Repaired • Removed 
• Installed • Cleaned & Polished

FREE ESTIMATES
713-498-8532

www.reflection
poolsandspas.com

Reflection 
Pools&Spas
Reflection 

Pools&Spas
713-559-1100
Beautiful Pools at
Affordable Prices

STONE RESTORATION
We restore & polish:

Marble • Travertine • Limestone • Granite
Remove: Scratches • Stains

We restore counters, vanities & table tops
We clean and seal exterior patios

Wes Bowden  713•858•7736
www.houstonstonedoctor.com

SSProfessionalPainting.com

713-294-5706
Commercial / Residential

Since 1980

Cleaning Service
• Garage Clean Outs
• Move-Ins & Move-Outs
• New Construction Make Ready

Cell832-647-8315 Home after 6pm713-928-8796

17 Years 
Experience

Res. & Com.    Good References    Free Estimates

OLGA’S

Service Inside the Beltway/Innerloop

Int./Ext.PaintingJEM

•Pressure Washing  
•Tape/Float  •Texture  •Sheetrock

•Varnish  •Carpentry  •Stain

Edward Manriquez,
Owner

25 Yrs. Experience

713-204-6470

By George Szontagh
TREC License #2212
Prepurchase/Slab/Pier & Beam
Since 1990

AMAZING FENCES  
& BURGLAR BARS

Beating the competition for years!
MEMBER BBB
Free Estimates 

281-467-1898 • 281-397-8354 fax

Rock-Crete Foam Insulators
DROP YOUR ATTIC TEMP 50°+ or -
New and Existing Homes
1-888 FOAM HOME

GILBERT’S MASONRY
Very competitive prices

713.641.2305 • 832.921.3611
BRICK  •  BLOCK  •  STONE

Small jobs welcome. Call for free 
estimate. All work is guaranteed.

Residential & Commercial
More than 25 years experience.

ARTISAN BUILDERS
MASTER CRAFTSMAN

832.754.4397 TRCC44255

• Additions & Remodeling •

www.artisbuilder.com 

KING FREEZE
A/C & HEATING

��

�

�

�

�

�

WE SPECIALIZE IN DUCT WORK

281.599.7544
TACLB 015596E

�

� �

�

�

Save Money While You Cool Your House!
Special Equipment Sales

The Best Hardwoods
Sand • Refinish • Install

Repairs • Insured
- Free Quotes TB Hardwoods -

713-876-7401

The Best Hardwoods
Sand • Refinish • Install

Repairs • Insured
- Free Quotes TB Hardwoods -

713-876-7401

WAYNE’S
HARDWOOD • CARPET • TILE

(1-10 @Kirkwood)

281-596-8187
M-F 10-5 • Sat 10-6 • Sun 12-5 or Appoint.

Any Size Job! Emergency Service
Windstorm Certificate Available
713-240-7721 • JK’S ROOFING

35 Years
Experience
35 Years
Experience

Locally
Owned
Locally
Owned

281•450•1277
www.greenedgesprinklers.com
281•450•1277
www.greenedgesprinklers.com

Licensed • Insured • LI# 15123Licensed • Insured • LI# 15123

Green Edge Sprinklers LLC

REPAIRS •  BACK FLOW TESTING
Green Edge Sprinklers LLC

REPAIRS •  BACK FLOW TESTING

Licensed Mold Assessment Consultant

713-961-1531

Real Estate Inspections
by SafeHouse
Residential • Commercial • Multi-Units
• structural/mechanical/termites
• pools/spas/sprinkler systems
• mold testing & consultation
• independent foundation evaluations

Serving Houston
Since 1991

MAC#1001
Trec#2997

281-537-8687

UGLYCONCRETE?UGLYCONCRETE?
We have the solutions!We have the solutions!

HOUSTON

Yoga and YouYoga and You
Fitting it into your schedule doesn’t
have to be a stretch

THE EYES HAVE IT
COSMETIC EYELID SURGERY
LOOK LIKE YOURSELF 
AGAIN.

THE EYES HAVE IT
COSMETIC EYELID SURGERY
LOOK LIKE YOURSELF 
AGAIN.

Look for the
premiere issue of... 

inserted in Houston House & Home

RESOURCES FOR YOUR WELLBEING                               JULY 2009

Houston Mind & Body magazine is a guide to looking and feeling your best,
focusing solely on health, beauty and your overall well being. Stories are intelli-

gently researched and written, calling upon respected professionals who are
authorities in their fields to provide you with the best up-to-date information.

Mind & Body will inform and educate you about the resources available for diet
and exercise, health and beauty products, weight management and cosmetic

surgery. This information is brought to you in a warm, friendly environment 
filled with relevant editorial and resources and always tastefully presented.

For Information, call 713.523.6523

&
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quickpix

Get creative and repurpose west elm’s oversized
melamine Twist salad bowls as beverage contain-
ers filled with ice and guests’ favorite drinks.
About $14 each.

Nambe’s crystal Tilt Ice Bucket tipsily leans off-kil-
ter, but don't be fooled. The solid, sloping base coun-
terbalances the sleek vessel. About $100, including
tongs. Available through Eclectic Home, Dillard’s and
Macy’s. 

Keep icy cold beverages at the ready with
Smith & Hawken’s weather-hardy reclaimed
Teak Beverage Bucket, which includes a
watertight tin line. About $150

Chill Out
ICE DOWN YOUR FAVORITE DRINKS 
WITH THESE GREAT BUCKETS AND COOLERS

resources
C&D HARDWARE
314 E. 11th St., 713.861.3551

ECLECTIC HOME
345 W. 19th St., 713.869.1414

EVENTS  
1964 West Gray , 713.520.5700

ISLAND FURNITURE & INTERIORS
4104 Nasa Parkway, El Lago, 281.532.3075

KUHL-LINSCOMB
2424 W. Alabama St., 713.840.1500

LEIBMAN'S WINE & FINE FOODS
14529 Memorial Dr, 281.493.3663

POTTERY BARN
Multiple locations, www.potterybarn.com

SAKS FIFTH AVENUE
5115 Westheimer Road , 713.627.0500

SMITH & HAWKEN
3935 San Felipe St., 713.621.9395

SPECS
Various Locations, www.specsonline.com

TARGET
Multiple locations, www.target.com

THREE DOORS
2402 Bissonnet, 713.528.7800
threedoorshouston.com 

west elm
3910 Westheimer Road, 713.623.2422
www.westelm.com

B y  BARBARA  KUNTZ

LEFT: Designed by Miriam
Mirri for Alessi, the Moon
Bar wine cooler’s clean
lines in mirror-polished
stainless steel are playfully
accented with thermoplas-
tic red handles. About $190
at Kuhl-Linscomb. 
Photo by Riccardo Bianchi

BELOW: A woven abacus
basket inset with ice buck-
et made in Indonesia brings
tropical flair to your party.
$229 at Island Furniture in
El Lago near Seabrook

Make the alligator the mascot of your next
bayou-side party with Mariposa’s Brillante
“Party Animal” ice bucket in sandcast alu-
minum. Suggested retail value of $164.
Events, Saks Fifth Avenue and Three Doors
carry Mariposa.

The Kapoosh
Wine Chiller
with recharge-
able batteries
(charger includ-
ed) cools wine
in minutes to
your desired
drinking tem-
perature.
Simply add
water and ice,
and Kapoosh,
the chiller does
the rest. About
$60 through 
www.target.co
m

&
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www.robertscarpet.com

CLEAR LAKE 20810  I-45 SOUTH_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 281-332-4477
SOUTHWEST 3003 FONDREN_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 713-785-1900
WOODLANDS 19053  I-45 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 936-271-0000
CENTRAL 3404 KIRBY_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 713-523-0666
NORTHWEST 6920 FM 1960 W._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 281-580-9495
SUGAR LAND 12614 S.W. FREEWAY_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 281-240-8200
GULF FREEWAY4750 GULF FREEWAY _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 713-926-5100
WEST 11177 KATY FREEWAY_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 713-468-1300

*
*
*

* Rug Gallery store locations“Your Perfect Rug Source”

S H O P  N O W  &  S A V E !

In-Stock Rugs  Unbelievable Prices  Now Thru June 30th!

Mon & Thurs 10 a.m. – 8 p.m   •   Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.   •   Sun 12 noon – 5 p.m.

&

http://www.robertscarpet.com



