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Mon-Fri  9:00 am - 7:00 pm  l Sat & Sun 10:00 AM- 4:00 pm  

LM TILE,INC.
9911 Gulf Frwy.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 713-378-4537
100 Cypress Wood Dr., Ste. 1100 & 1200  •  Spring  . . . . . . . . . 281.528.5342
9930 I-45 North  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .281-445-4439
13939 Westheimer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .281-558-0202
17525-B FM 529 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .281-861-6970
46IH-10 N  •  Beaumont . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .409-813-2100

Selection...BEAUTY...Convenience...Savings

Best 
Mosaics 
Selection 
In Town 
and 
In-Stock

Porcelain l Marble l Wood l Granite Countertops l Natural Stone l Clay Roof Tile l Medallions 

SPECIAL: Ceramic Tile Starting 49¢ psf and up
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Visit Our Showroom at 11050 West Little York • Building E • Houston, TX  77041
713-961-1940 • www.marchalstevensonelev.com

Do business with a company you can trust - Marchal/Stevenson Elevator 
has been in business since 1980. We will be there for “Service after the Sale”

http://www.marchalstevensonelev.com/
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Prices good while supplies last on certain items
We accept all major credit cards17655 Katy Freeway

Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 11-4
13326 Westheimer

Mon-Fri 9-7 • Sat 9-6 • Sun 11-4

QUALITY FLOORING AFFORDABLE PRICES

Interest
For 12
Months0%Professional

Installation
Available
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http://www.tilezone.net/


5

ACCEPTANCE APPLIANCE CENTER, INC.

Authorized As-Is Dealer

6757 N. Sam Houston Pkwy. W. • Suite 200

Houston, TX 77064 • 281-955-0861

Custom Security Fence & Iron Works, LLC

281.219.1400 • 281.219.1411 fax
email: info@customsecurityfence.com  www.customsecurityfence.com

$ LOW PRICES $ •  FAST PROFESSIONAL SERVICE •  FREE ESTIMATES

“Serving Houston and it’s surrounding area for over 20 years”

AUTOMATIC 
GATE 
OPERATOR
• Key Pads     
• Intercoms

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
• Iron, Wood & Chain Link Fencing
• Stairs
• Handrails
• Enclosures
• Security Windows & Doors
• Custom Made Pavilions www.hartzland.com

http://www.hartzland.com
http://www.customsecurityfence.com/
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15%
to75%OFF

www.woodlandsfabrics.com
473 SAWDUST ROAD NEXT TO KINKOS AND KOBE • 281-419-0419

FALL SALE
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
October 14th-October 24th

In Stock Fabrics,
Trim & Accessories*

*In-stock items only.  Excluding items already reduced & prior purchases.

20%
to30%OFF In-Stock 

Furniture*

281-860-0000
SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNTS • 100% FINANCINGsunrooms

Affordable

PATIO COVERS • ROOM ADDITIONS • SIDING
WINDOWS • SUNROOMS • SCREENROOMS

BEFORE BEFORE

SAVE 
$500*

on Complete 
Patio Cover 
with Slab

$2,000 
OFF*

any Complete
Room 

Addition

* Not valid with any other offer or with existing contract.

http://www.woodlandsfabrics.com
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DIY Decorating: 
Calmly Coordinated
A bath/powder room needs taming
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Gardening: Tulip Mania
Now’s the time to plant bulbs

On the Cover
Houston architect Natalye Appel’s new home
for Mark and Wanda Cohen in the Heights
will be on the AIA Home Tour this month.
Dining table is by Texas Tuscan Furniture; 
the chandelier is from Eclectic Home on 
19th St. in the Heights. See Page 32.
Photography by Ralph Smith

Home Tours 
The AIA Houston Home Tour,
Galveston’s East End Garden Tour
and the Historic Downtown
Galveston Lofts Tour 

Merging Indoors and
Outdoors 
A new urban home in the Heights
on a small lot uses windows, bal-
conies and and porches to meld 
indoors and outdoors perfectly

The Urban Market Houston 
A brief history of this vibrant 
outdoor market 16
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http://www.txslidingdoor.com
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We design and build
CUSTOM 

OUTDOOR KITCHENS,
patio covers and 

fireplaces for a lifetime 
of outdoor enjoyment!

281-356-2168 • www.texaspitcrafters.com

Come Visit Our Showroom In Tomball

A custom home designed by a skillful architect sensitive to a homeowner’s needs is
a joy to behold. This month is your chance to tour a dozen of Houston’s newest
and best architect-designed residences during the American Institute of Architects
Home Tour Oct. 10 and 11. The tour reflects several trends in modern home-
building.

All the houses are inside the Loop, where housing prices have held their value
relatively well in the economic downturn. Houstonians are building fine urban
houses on infill lots to live closer to work in the city’s center and to be closer to cul-
tural and recreational activities. Many of the homes are purposely located within
easy walking distance to public transportation or bike routes. As energy prices rise,
shorter commutes are desirable. 

Ranging in size from about 2,500 square feet to 6,500 square feet, the AIA tour
homes are representative of the sizes being built in the center of our city. There’s an
emphasis on quality, not size, that I find refreshing. These tour homes are relatively
modest in size compared to the 10,000- to 15,000-square-foot McMansions so
popular only two years ago. 

Most of the homes are designed with energy savings and sustainable building
practices in mind. Please promise me you will go see the solar powered house by
Adams Architects at 3319 Virginia St. Solar panels on the roof of this beautiful
house provide all the energy this house needs, including air conditioning, and even
feed excess electricity back into the power grid. As if that’s not enough, the roof
collects rainwater and stores it in a cistern under the house, providing all the water
for the house, including drinking water.

The AIA tour house featured in our cover story is notable for the way it melds
indoors and outdoors. Natalye Appel and her team created a gorgeous house for
homeowners Mark and Wanda Cohen, but all those windows needed a spectacular
view. Upstairs, they’ve got views galore, but downstairs, they needed a very special
landscape. Natalye knew that, and gave the Cohens the names of several landscape
designers to choose from. The Cohens chose Houston landscape designer Rita
Hodge of rHfactor. I’ve been a fan of hers for years and am so glad we can show
you her work in our pages this month. The blend of Rita’s landscape, Natalye’s
architecture and designer Jane Schwarz’s interiors in the Cohen house is one of
those very happy, perfect collaborations that you just need to see in person to
believe. What bliss just to step inside that house and mosy around the gardens.

Speaking of gardens and landscape, one of my favorite garden events is the
Garden Club of Houston’s Bulb and Plant Mart, Oct. 8 – 10. See our home tours
listing for more information. Houston gardeners grow unique plants specifically
for this market.

See you out and about in October.
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Home ("HH&H"), is a news magazine with
emphasis on interior design and remodeling.
HH&H does not knowingly accept false or
misleading advertising or editorial content,
nor does HH&H or its staff assume responsi-
bility should such advertising or editorial con-
tent appear in any publication. 

HH&H has not independently tested any
services or products advertised herein and
has not verified claims made by its advertis-
ers regarding those services or products.
HH&H makes no warranties or representa-
tions and assumes no liability for any claims
regarding those services or products or
claims made by advertisers. Readers are
advised to consult with the advertiser and/or
other home repair and renovation profession-
als regarding the suitability of an advertiser's
products.

No reproduction is permitted without the
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editor’s note
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http://www.texaspitcrafters.com
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R E T R A C T A B L E  S C R E E N S

Phantom retractable 
screens pull out when you 
need them and roll back 

when you don’t.

1-888-PHANTOM (1-888-742-6866) 

www.phantomscreens.com

Our most satisfied customers hardly notice us

4015 Richmond Avenue • Houston, Texas  77027
713.623.0567• Fax: 713.623.2283 • www.theshadeshop.net

http://www.theshadeshop.net
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CUSTOM RUG SOURCE
“More Than Just A Carpet Store”

713.973.7100
1717 Blalock • Houston TX 77080

www.customrugsource.com 

Come visit our showroom/workroom

If you are 62 years or 
older you can: 
• Supplement Retirement 

Income, Tax Free
• Pay for medical expenses, 

home improvements, and 
everyday expenses

• Eliminate monthly mortgage 
payments

• Stay in your home and 
retain the title

• Make no loan payments 
as long as you live in 
the home. 

• NNoo  IInnccoommee  oorr  CCrreeddiitt  
RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss

Debbie Schultz
Reverse Mortgage Specialist
Houston Capital Mortgage
Tx Entity License #75094
713-594-1089 Secure your retirement and 

financial stability by calling an 
industry professional of 30 years 
to inquire about this government

insured program and other 
mortgage loan programs.

7700 San Felipe • Suite 400 • Houston, TX 77063
dschultz@houstoncapital.com • www.houstoncapital.com

Is a Reverse Mortgage
right for you?

Use Your Equity in Your Home to Supplement Retirement Income

http://www.customrugsource.com
http://www.girardinteriordesign.com
http://www.windsweptlandscape.com
http://www.houstoncapital.com
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Wine Rooms By Omega has
been leading the industry by helping
custom home builders and owners
alike design and build MOLD FREE
wine cellars. Omega offers a
LIMITED TEN YEAR WARRANTY
eliminating the liability of moldy
wine cellars from the builder. Our 
warranty and service program is
unmatched in the industry!  With over
35 years experience, Wine Rooms
By Omega offers turn key design,
construction and service. Call today
and see why so many builders trust
Wine Rooms By Omega

Quality, Performance & Integrity

11350 B Jones Rd. West
Houston, TX 77065

281-477-7858
1800winerooms.com

4321 West Sam Houston Tollway N. • Suite 180
(Clay exit either way)

Monday-Saturday 9:00am-6:00pm

Leathershoppes
•          •         •

leather furniture  • custom home theater

Since 1988

At LeatherShoppes, being the oldest and
most experienced leather speciality store 
in the Houston area, you will find more

selection, more styles and 100’s of colors
from some of the best brands like

Bradington-Young, Flexsteel, Palliser,
Berkline HomeTheater and more, 

all at discount prices.

Don’t Compromise
....... Customize!

832.467.2000 • www.leathershoppes.com

http://www.100winerooms.com
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October 2009around town

home show & tours
The American Institute of Architects
Houston Home Tour, Oct. 10-11 fea-
tures 12 homes. Please see Page 22.

Galveston’s first East End Garden Tour
is Oct. 10-11. Please see Page 24. 

exhibits
The Laura U Collection, 1840
Westheimer, in conjunction with Gallery
Trinity Tokyo presents Quiet Power,
original works from Tokyo, Oct. 14
through Nov. 28. Partial proceeds of
Quiet Power will benefit the Asia
Society Texas Center Asia House
Capital Campaign. Information:
713.522.0855 or www.laurau.com

On Oct. 17, Nau-Haus Art Space, 223
East 11th St., opens Happyville, a col-
lection of Houston artist Perry House’s
latest paintings which explore the fleet-
ing nature of happiness. The gallery is
open Noon to 5 p.m. on weekends.
Information: 713.931.9722.

Arts of Ancient Viet Nam: From River
Plain to Open Sea at the Museum of
Fine Arts, Houston, 5601 Main St.,
presents archeological finds that reveal
the rich history of Viet Nam’s role as
the commercial hub linking the river
plains that flow through Vietnam,

China, Laos and Cambodia with the
open sea. Information: 713.639.7300
or www.mfah.org

At the Menil Collection, 1515 Sul
Ross, Joaquín Torres-García:
Constructing Abstraction with Wood
is an exploration of the artist’s wooden
constructions known as maderas. The
show includes oil paintings and a few
drawings by the Uruguayan-born artist
who exhibited with the most famous
20th-century artists of his time.
Information: 713.525.9400 or
www.menil.org

In concert with the Menil’s Torres-
Garcia show, the MFAH presents
Joaquin Torres-Garcia: Paintings in
Houston Collections through Nov. 29. 

events
Mark your calendar for Antiques by the
Bay, Nov. 5-8, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., at the
Jimmie Walker Community Center, 800
Harris, in the heart of Kemah, Tex.,
between Highway 146 and Galveston
Bay. From fine European antiques, to
Native American jewelry to American prim-
itives, you’re sure to find something origi-
nal for your hearth and home.
Information:
www.antiquesbythebaykemah.com

At Discovery Green park downtown, 1500
McKinney St., Oct. 9 through Dec. 31
see Cool Globes: Hot Ideas for a Cool
Planet, an installation of 50 globes by
local and international artists that depict
everyday solutions for global warming.
Information: www.discovery
green.com or www.coolglobes.com 

The Bayou City Art Festival Oct. 10 and
11 downtown features 300 juried artists
chosen fromf 850 national and interna-
tional artists. The festival is showcased
around around City Hall and Hermann
Square on the streets of Walker, Bagby
and McKinney, as well as Sam Houston
Park. Information: 713.521.0133 or
www.bayoucityartfestival.com

The Kingwood Women’s Club 13th
Annual Holiday Marketplace is Tuesday,
Oct. 27, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Humble
Civic Center. Shopping and lunch by
Carrabba’s (11 a.m. to 2 p.m.) is $25;
general admission is $7. Information and
tickets: 281.540.9346 or
kwcweb@aol.com.

The Houston Arboretum & Nature Center,
4501 Woodway Drive, presents
ArBOOretum, a great way for your family
to enjoy Halloween festivities in a natural
environment. The event is Saturday, Oct.
24 from noon to 4 p.m. Children and
grown-ups alike are encouraged to wear
costumes and participate in the Costume
Parade at 1 and 3 p.m.  Admission is
$15 for ages 3 and up.Information:
www.houstonarboretum.org. 

classes
The MFAH’s Antiques
101 History Camp for
Adults at Bayou Bend
on Wednesday
evenings in October
from 6-9 p.m. focuses
on 18th century
lifestyles in America.
Lectures include a light
supper. Topics: Oct. 7,
Dressing and Eating;
Oct. 14, Skills and
Knowledge; Oct. 21,
Tea Party, Oct. 28, 

A Social Life. Cost is $175 for the
series; $60 for individual classes.
Information: 713.639.7769 or
www.mfah.org/bayoubend.

Fall classes at Arbor Gate, 
15635 FM 2920 Road, Tomball:
Learn How to Grow Greens with
Jeremy Kollaus, Oct. 6, 10 a.m.;
Fall Arrangements with Cynthia
Rogers, class fee $125, Oct. 8,
10 a.m.; Native Plants with Jason
McKenzie of Pineywood Native
Plants, Oct. 10, 10 a.m.; Garden
Totems with Angela Chandler, 
Oct. 11, 11 a.m.; How to Select
and Place Trees with arborist John
Warner, Oct. 15, 10 a.m.;
Southern Heirloom Bulbs with
Chris Wiesinger, Oct. 17, 10 a.m.;
Attracting Bluebirds to Southern
Gardens with Linda Crum, 
Oct. 27, 10 a.m. More classes
and information: 281.351.8851. 

omission
In our August ’09 cover story,
“Belgian Style in West U,” we
inadvertently left out the name of
the builder of the beautiful home
owned by Sally and Mark Wheat:
Beau Whiteford of Belmont
Custom Homes, 3210 Rosemary
Park Lane (713.784.4488) has
been building fine homes in
Houston and the West University
area for more than 20 years.

what’s new
The Wood 100 Report which
ranks the fastest growing wood-
working companies in America
recently rated Space Man Home
& Office #27 in the nation for out-
standing sales growth perform-
ance, up from #88 last year.
Houston-based SpaceMan Home
& Office specializes in the design,
manufacture and installation of
superior closet, home office, wall
beds and garage systems. 

Michael Wommack’s “Song of the
Katydid,” one of a series of pastels
to be shown at Bayou City Art
Festival, references the artist’s
upbringing in Levittown, Penn., where
the homes are uniform and symmet-
rical and often have backyard pools.

LEFT: Happyville by Perry House
opens at Nau-Haus Art Space.
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For your home. For your life.
For our environment.

Voted #1 brand of custom cabinetry 
by 1,200 of our 

nation’s top interior designers.

Find your nearest Houston-area
Wood-Mode dealer by visiting:

www.wood-modehouston.com

When you think about the holidays...  think Eklektik Interiors

Full Service Design Studio
10,000 sq. ft. Showroom

Furniture

Accessories 

Gift Items
________

FFAALLLL  FFLLOORRAALLSS  

HHOOLLIIDDAAYY  DDEECCOORR

Christmas 
Open House
November 5, 6 & 7

Eklektik Interiors has been named among the top 50 
Best and Brightest Retail Stars Nationally for 2009.

16720 Champion Forest Drive, Spring, TX 77379 • 281.379.2755  •  www.eklektikinteriors.com

Home 
designed by 
Eklektik 
Interiors

Home 
designed by 
Eklektik 
Interiors

http://www.wood-modehouston.com
http://www.eklektikinteriors.com
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24 HOUR SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODELS
Cooling and Heating Houston Since 1982  •  Bryan/College Station Since 1985

TACLA-681C

Don’t do it the hard way, 
do it the EASI way.

Call the EASI Guys and Gals

713-680-EASI • www.environmentalair.com

2007 Winner ®

COMMERCIAL A/C, HEATING & REFRIGERATION

• Customized maintenance agreements

• Service when you need it 24/7

• Operators on duty 24/7

• Commercial Refrigeration and Process Cooling

• All technicians registered by Texas
Department of Licensing and Regulation

• All employees drug tested and background Checked

• Members of the BBB and ACCA

Chillers • Boilers • Rooftop Package Units • Split Systems • Cooling Towers

http://www.enviornmentalair.com
http://www.californiaclosets.com
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Do you use protection?
Protect your HDTV from
fingerprints, dust, wind,
moisture and theft.

Check us out online @ www.mosscovers.com

Professional manufacturer of covers 
for flat panel televisions of all sizes 
for indoor or outdoor use. We also 
provide television alarms and high 
definition connection accessories.

877-443-2683

10% Discount on Purchases over $50.00 •  Promo Code hst0001

Houston’s Top Real Estate Professional
EXPERIENCE COUNTS
• 2001 Through 2007 Top New Construction Sales Awards
• 1999 Construction Manager Of TheYear Award 

with Leading HomeBuilder
• Multi GHBA Million-Dollar Circle Award Winner

www.Joseph.Miranda@BrooksBallard.com
www.Georgetta.Lee@BrooksBallard.com
www.IntegrityDeliversYourHome.com

Se Habla  Espanol

25+Years Experience in Home Building 
Industry, Mortgage, Sales, & Real Estate

The Joe Miranda Team
309 Gray St, Houston, TX 77002
Office: 713.522.7474 ext.711

Direct: 832.642.0823

6265 FM 1960 West
Houston, Texas 77069
281-444-9299

Lighting Your Way® Since 1974

DDooeess  yyoouurr  lliigghhttiinngg  nneeeedd  aa  ffaacceelliifftt??    AArree  yyoouurr  cchhaannddeelliieerrss  ssaaggggiinngg  iinn  ssttyyllee??    
LLeett  oonnee  ooff  oouurr  AALLAA  LLiigghhttiinngg  PPrrooffeessssiioonnaallss  rreennoovvaattee  aanndd  rreejjuuvveennaattee  yyoouurr  hhoommee’’ss  lliigghhttiinngg..    
FFoorr  3355  yyeeaarrss  TThhee  LLiigghhttiinngg  GGaalllleerryy hhaass  ggiivveenn  hhoommeess  aann  ““eennlliigghhtteenneedd””  sseennssee  ooff  ssttyyllee..

• Interior & Exterior Fixtures • Lampshades • Lamps
• Mirrors, Pictures & Accessories • Crystal Chandeliers • Ceiling Fans
LLeett  oonnee  ooff  oouurr  AALLAA  lliigghhttiinngg  pprrooffeessssiioonnaallss  hheellpp  yyoouu  ccrreeaattee  aa  llooookk  tthhaatt  ccoommpplliimmeennttss  
yyoouurr  ddeeccoorraattiivvee  ssttyyllee..

Make A  Bright Investment
In Your Home

SALE!

http://www.mosscovers.com
http://www.integritydeliversyourhome.com
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By DEBI BRYANT

The cooler months—they are almost here. Now is the
time to start lining up projects to ready your home and
landscape for winter. We’ve polled our experts and gath-
ered together some ideas to help get you started:

WINTERIZE YOUR HOT WATER HEATER.
If you have a tankless hot water heater, you’re in luck. Tom Massimin, owner
of Hot Water Guys, says, “You really have nothing to do. Most tankless heaters
have built-in freeze protection down to minus five degrees.” For hot water
heaters with tanks, keep an eye on weather reports of freezing, especially if the
tank is outside. “If you’re worried that the tank might freeze, you can drain it,”
he says, “but if it’s electric, be sure to turn off the electricity before you do.”

PREPARE YOUR SWIMMING POOL.
Paula Asbun, owner of Reality Pools, advises, “The pool plumbing fixtures
should be covered if there’s a threat of a freeze.” She also encourages people
who don’t use their pool in the winter months to cover it to keep out leaves
and debris. Also, she reminds pool owners to continue with the regular chemi-
cal treatments. “You still want to maintain the water chemistry even if
you’re not using it,” she says.

ABOVE: For

energy efficien-

cy, consider a

tankless hot

water heater like

this GE indoor

tankless water

heater.

RIGHT: If you

don’t use your

pool in the win-

ter months,

cover it to keep

out leaves and

debris. Photo by

Miro Dvorscak

A to-do list for the cooler months

Winterizing Your Home, Houston Style

handbook
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3637 W. Alabama • No. 380
Houston, TX 77027

713.627.8970 ph • Since 1972
cabinetsanddesigns.net  

Kitchens • Baths
Entertainment Centers

Home Offices
Closets

Quick delivery options available

NEW 
LOCATION

Nov. 2
4200 Westheimer

No. 102
Houston, TX 77027

Antiques on Memorial
a collection of Fine Shops

14034 Memorial Dr. Houston, TX 77079
Mon-Sat. 10AM-6PM  • Sun. 12AM-5PM

Located at Memorial & Kirkwood

(281) 920-9424

S I D E WA L K  S A L E  •  E V E RY  1 S T  S AT U R DAY  O F  T H E  M O N T H

O C T O B E R  1 0 - 1 8

7000 sq. ft. Showroom Featuring
Furniture, Silver, Ironstone, Transferware,

Linens, Jewelry, China Matching

SaleA N N I V E R S A RY

713-419-7650

an old craft reborn in a new age

New Construction & Turnkey Remodels
Residential & Commercial

entry doors

staircase & balcony railings

gas lanterns

wine cellar gates

New
Arrival:

COPPER
Sinks

Granite • Marble • Travertine • Slate

SLABS • TILES • COUNTERTOPS • MEDALLIONS • FOUNTAINS • TRAVERTINE SINKS • PORCELAIN SINKS • STAINLESS STEEL SINKS

The Largest Selection of Granite Slabs in Houston

Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5

Sat 9-2 

Hours:
Mon-Fri 8-5

Sat 9-2 

6401 Long Point • Building 600
713-812-8600 • www.GraniteMarbleEtc.com

Granite, Marble & etc.Granite, Marble & etc.

http://www.cabinetsanddesigns.net
http://www.ultimateironworks.com
http://www.granitemarbleetc.com
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SWEEP THE CHIMNEY. 
Schedule a professional chimney cleaning based on the
amount of wood you burn. One rule of thumb is to clean
the chimney after burning two cords of wood—however
long that takes and, in our climate, it could be two years
or ten. The Chimney Safety Institute of America suggests
hiring a chimney sweep that is CSIA-certified.

IS IT TIME TO REPLACE 
WINDOWS?
If your windows are leaky or drafty, consider replacing
them. An alternative is to use magnetic windows. Bob
Heye, president of Mayeco Magnetic Windows, explains,
“This technology, which was developed at M.I.T. during
the Carter administration, makes the existing windows
thermally energy efficient. The magnetic windows add an
extra layer of insulation to your windows by using an air-
tight magnetic seal which attaches an optical grade acrylic
panel to the inside of your existing windows.” 

CHECK YOUR WEATHER-STRIPPING. Proper
weather-stripping around doors and windows will keep
your house warmer and reduce your energy costs. “Close
the door and look for any light leaking through,” says
Heye. Doors require two types of weather-stripping—self-
adhesive foam for the sides and tops, and sweeps along the
bottom. Heye: “Check inside switch plates and outlet cov-
ers, too. You can insert insulation foam into cracks and
then caulk around the covers.”

LOOK OVER THE LANDSCAPE. Wes Hackney, land-
scape designer and owner of Texas Native Landscape, says,
“Mulching is very important. It acts like a blanket for
plant roots and it keeps much needed moisture available
for the plants. Also, don’t prune in the fall or winter. After
pruning, most plants put out new growth. If it freezes,
that tender new growth will most likely die.”

INSPECT THE INSULATION IN THE ATTIC. A gen-
eral guide is that your insulation should cover the ceiling
joists which stand about 10-11 inches high. If the joists
are showing through, consider adding more insulation.

DON’T FORGET THE A/C AND FURNACE.
Schedule your A/C and furnace to be checked by a profes-
sional.  Bob Elolf, president of Environmental Air
Systems, Inc., says, “Make sure your contractor is licensed
and uses registered technicians.” Elolf encourages con-
sumers to hire contractors who belong to trade organiza-
tions such as Air Conditioning Contractors of America or
Associated Plumbing-Heating-Cooling Contractors of
Texas.

BOTTOM LEFT: Andersen Windows & Doors’ double

hung windows give you extra insulation from tempera-

ture extremes.

LEFT:  Keep your fireplace flues clean—have them swept

after two cords of word have been burned.

handbook | WINTERIZING YOUR HOME
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A.G.WELDING

8125 McGee Ln • Houston, TX 77071
713-988-4200 • www.agwelding.com

Custom 
designed
ornamental 
iron stair 
and balcony
railings, 
staircases,
gates, 
carports,
awnings, 
and
structural 
iron work.

Free 
estimates
Residential &
Commercial

REBORN GRANITE

713-690-4888
14730 Hempstead Road � Houston, TX 77040

Cabinets
$5000

ea. & Up

W H O L E S A L E  &  R E T A I L

All Wood Cabinets
In Stock

$5900
ea. & Up

96” x 26” Granite Installed
$1899

sq. ft.

http://www.shopspringtexas.com
http://www.greenlinksinc.com
http://www.agwelding.com
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resources
ENVIRONMENTAL AIR
SYSTEMS, INC.
713.680.3274

HOT WATER GUYS
832.673.0909

MAYECO MAGNETIC
WINDOWS
800.627.8061

NATIVE TEXAS LANDSCAPE,
281.687.7512

REALITY POOLS
713.775.7144

SPECTRUM WINDOWS
713.777.1615

AIR CONDITIONING
CONTRACTORS OF
AMERICA-GREATER
HOUSTON
www.accagh.org

ASSOCIATED PLUMBING-
HEATING-COOLING
CONTRACTORS OF TEXAS
www.phcc-tx.org

ABOVE:  For a warm and cozy house, have your furnace inspected and ready to go when the first Norther arrives. Photo courtesy Trane Heating & Cooling Division

And While
You’re
At It...
The cooler months are a great

time to clean your gutters,

since clogged gutters can

cause damage to the house.

Be sure to check for any

downspouts that have sprung

leaks or become misaligned.

Now is also a good time to

double-check your smoke

detectors. Replace the batter-

ies, as needed, or the entire

smoke detector since fire of fi-

cials advise that they need to

be replaced ever y 10 years.

Also, make sure your fire

extinguisher is in place and

operable.

handbook | WINTERIZING YOUR HOME

Winterizing Your
Second Home
If your winter schedule doesn’t allow any time at your

vacation home, here’s a quick list of things to prepare

it for some downtime: 

• The exper ts recommend that for homes in high

humidity areas it is best to leave the a/c or furnace on

while you’re away. It cuts down on mold and mildew. 

• If you use a pest control company, make arrange-

ments to continue that ser vice—to avoid any infesta-

tions upon your return.

• Turn of f the water at the main line since no one will

be there to discover leaks.

• Clean out the refrigerator. Unplug it and prop open

the door to give it a good airing.
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Houston’s Largest Selection of FRAMED MIRRORS, plus
Ready-Made Frames • Custom Framing • Quality Oil Paintings • Hand Carved Frames

3815 Fondren Rd. (Between Richmond & Westpark)
Open To The Public & Trade • Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-5

713-974-6000
www.warehouseframes.com

Family Owned and Operated 
for Over 27 Years

� � � � Invitation � � � �
Join us as we invite you into a world of new and

impressive techniques as we transform plain concrete
into an array of colorful, textured surfaces.

By using creative energy we have mastered the art 
of resurfacing and decorative concrete including 
overlays and stains.

By formulating color, texture, and character, we 
have come up with an elegant, affordable and durable
product with the strength of concrete.

CONCRETE COATINGS
Resurface Your Concrete

� Spray Texture
� Stamped Overlay
� Concrete Stain
� Epoxy Flooring
� Mastic Joints
� Masonry Effects
� Custom Designs
� Pool Decks
� Patios
� Driveways
� Walkways
� Garages
� Entryways
� Old & New Concrete

HOUSTON 
DIVISION

832.607.2998 Phone
281.897.8576 Phone    
281.955.1971 Fax
www.istexas.net

15 Years Experience

Accepted

http://www.warehouseframes.com
http://www.istexas.net
http://www.accentshutter.com
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Amer ican Inst i tute  
o f  Arch i tects  
Houston Home Tour,  
Oct .  10 -11

Twelve architect-designed houses will be open
Oct. 10 and 11 from noon to 6 p.m.  Tickets are
$25 ($20 for bike riders) and may be purchased
at any of the houses the day of the tour or at the
AIA office, 315 Capitol, Suite 120 after October 5.  
Sustainability, open floor plans, connection of indoors to
outside, abundant light, and a mixture of modern and tradi-
tional materials mark the requirements that these homeown-
ers gave their architects. Houses chosen for this year’s tour
showcase a variety of types including single family houses,
town homes, and live-work places. Because of all of the tour
sites are inside Loop 610, AIA is able this year to feature
more than the usual number of houses for the same price.
The townhomes and single family houses range in size from
approximately 2,500 square feet to 6,000 square feet and
from modest budgets to generous ones, demonstrating that
excellence in design is not limited by size or dollars. The
American Institute of Architects Houston is the professional
organization for more than 1,800 architects and other
design professionals in the greater Houston area.
Information:  713.520.0155 or www.aiahouston.org.

5301 JACKSON
INTEXURE
This house in Houston’s
Museum District serves
as a positive example of
urban infill, keeping a
compact footprint while
maintaining views and
open space. The house is
LEED registered and
expected to receive
LEED Silver certifica-
tion. Multiple balconies
and terraces open the
house to its private yard,
views of Herman Park
and Downtown
Houston.

1919 VASSAR
STUDIO MET
This project explores the
potential of a small lot
on a one-way urban
street. The lack of depth
in the lot and the pres-
ence of a rear utility
easement necessitated a
vertical design solution.
The two units of the
duplex differ significant-
ly in both plan and ele-
vation, yet they share a
simple material palette
and formal language that
creates a striking visual
composition.  

1625 HAROLD
ALLEN BIANCHI
Commissioned to be con-
temporary and fit in with
the bungalows of the
Montrose area, this house
achieves continuity with
its neighbors in its modest
scale and materials with
generous yard space
around the house.
Although designed in a
modern manner, it uses
elements typical of its
craftsman style neighbors.
The architect designed the
house and gardens as a
unified work.

1116 WELCH
CITISCAPE
This house brought
modern architecture into
an awaiting-change con-
servative neighborhood.
The architect worked
with a difficult design
challenge – to preserve
all existing trees on
property. The house’s
linear structure with a
deliberately shifted cen-
ter and multi-level over-
lapping terraces gives
way to the trees and cre-
ates a unique rhythm in
design at the same time. 

2710 LOUISIANA 
AS&D
The plan of this spacious
4,000 SF tri-level house
is well suited for its tight
urban lot. Simplicity of
materials yields an ele-
gant yet cost-effective
solution that pairs the
clients’ accessibility
requirements with their
desire for a contemporary
design that accommo-
dates frequent entertain-
ing. The rooftop garden
with a striking view of
downtown is the high-
light of the house. 

1210 W WEBSTER
COLLABORATIVE 
DESIGNWORKS
Situated on an underutilized
infill lot, this house orches-
trates a challenging mix of
vehicular and pedestrian cir-
culation through the narrow
site with a series of strategi-
cally located volumes
arranged in a Tetris-like
manner. The resulting inter-
play of solid and void
affords the residence multi-
ple layered outdoor spaces,
while opening up natural
lighting opportunities with
fragmented city views. 

1919 VASSAR

home tours
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“Bringing the Tropics Home”
islandfurniturenow.net

281.532.3075

4104 Nasa Pkwy, El Lago • Mon-Sat 10-6

Something’s Different . . .
at Island Furniture & Interiors

COME SEE OUR NEW

expanded 
showroom

COME SEE OUR NEW

expanded 
showroom

*Offer expires November 11, 2009

http://www.1800gotjunk.com
http://www.islandfurniturenow.net
http://www.gardengateco.com
http://www.traditionaldesignsltd.com
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3319 VIRGINIA
ADAMS ARCHITECTS
The clients wanted a residence
that thoroughly employed and
clearly expressed sustainable
design ideas. 140 photovoltaic
panels comprise the south and
west solar arrays, shading the
residence’s roof, making the
structure a net exporter of
electrical power. Roof planes
funnel total rain water recov-
ery to a 7,000 gallon under-
ground cistern and accomplish
water self-sufficiency.
Complete geothermal HVAC
adds the third major strategy
that will achieve LEED plat-
inum certification. 

309 GLENWOOD
HOLLENBECK 
ARCHITECTS
This 6,500 SF house
was designed for a
sloped site where a nar-
row lot front expands
outward. The main liv-
ing area has an open
design. The indoor liv-
ing room and covered
outdoor living area are
joined by a series of 10’
tall glass doors that
amplify the expanse of
the lot. The slope of the
site allows for a unique-
ly situated infinity edge
pool.  

2127 TROON
JAY BAKER ARCHITECTS
The client lived on this
site for 27 years but
wanted a new house
without abandoning the
property, with its wood-
ed esplanade and dra-
matic topography. The
house has two wings
with a transparent foyer
between, providing
unfolding views a garden
that cannot be anticipat-
ed from the street.
Accommodation of
items from the original
house, including antique
doors, gates and screens,
were incorporated in the
new design. 

4509 FEAGAN
STRASSER RAGNI
The premise of this adaptive
reuse project is one of con-
trast. The outside, an
unadorned clay block ware-
house with a brick façade,
hides an unexpected private
world. Downstairs is a venue
for entertaining. Industrial
detailing and an exposed exist-
ing structure create a complex
backdrop for brightly colored
massing, art and furniture. A
new two-story tower houses
private living quarters where,
by contrast, the smooth white
walls are unadorned by art. 

1804 N MEMORIAL
MC2
The design for these
townhouses establishes
a dialogue between
downtown high rises
and single family resi-
dences of the historic
Sixth Ward. The project
is a series of interlock-
ing volumes staggered
to enhance views of
downtown from the liv-
ing rooms and master
bedrooms and to create
a scale that is compati-
ble with the neighbor-
hood. 

728 E. 8TH
NATALYE APPEL + 
ASSOCIATES
Integration of indoors
and outdoors in mod-
ern, open-plan spaces
designed for Houston’s
climate was the goal for
this 2,850 SF residence.
From the main entry,
through a lush side
courtyard to the open
stair against a glass back
wall, the overall experi-
ence of the house is
meant to provide con-
stant connection with
the environment. 

Galveston’s  F i rst  
EAST END GARDEN TOUR
Oct .  10 -11

11th Annual  
HISTORIC DOWNTOWN 
GALVESTON LOFTS TOUR
Nov.  14 -15 

Galveston’s first ever East End Garden tour is Oct. 10, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Oct. 11, noon to 4 p.m. 
Rain date Oct 17th-18th. Tickets are $7, available at
downtown Galveston retailers: Antiques Warehouse, 
Big House Antiques, Collector’s Gallery II, Island Relics,
Hendley Market, J Bangle Gallery, Mod Coffee House,
and Star Drugstore. One of the gardens on tour was 
featured on House & Home’s Sept. 09 cover.

Hurricane Ike derailed last year’s tour, but downtown
Galveston is coming back strong, as you will see in these
homes. The tour includes eight beautifully decorated, 
privately owned loft homes plus four open houses located
in newly renovated historic buildings downtown. 
Tour hours on Nov. 14 and 15 are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Tickets may be purchased online at www.galveston.com.

home tours
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713.398.1081  • 832.326.2314 
www.foreverlawninc.com

• SYNTHETIC LAWNS BY FOREVERLAWN •
Think Green...Think Forever...Think ForeverLawn

Yes! For 15 to 20 Years. Lots of Warranty.

K9Grass 
is the artificial grass designed 

specifically for dogs. Its unique 
features help promote a cleaner,

safer, better-smelling environment for
pets. With its exclusive flow-through
backing, short dense blade structure,

and antimicrobial protection,
K9Grass is the ideal surface for both
residential and commercial pet areas.

Playground Grass
is lush, beautiful green grass 

that is safe for kids to play on,
soft to fall on, and cost effective.
Low maintenance. Also works
great for regular lawn areas.

With the sudden water shortage, 
ForeverLawn is a great alternative 

to natural grass.

http://www.foreverlawninc.com
dth.com/seminar.com
http://www.theguyexpo.com
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CLUTTER
AND BARE
BULBS IN THIS
BATH/POWDER
ROOM NEEDED
TAMING

diy decorating

By JOETTA MOULDEN • Photography by JANET LENZEN

Sue and Bill first contacted
me after seeing a
makeover in Houston
House & Home that
reminded them of their
own l950 ranch house
they had just remodeled.

Since we had successfully completed
their family room makeover
(Houston House & Home, April
2007, “Good As New”), and guest
bedroom (Houston House & Home,
August, 2008  “French Flair”), they
were eager to begin work in their
teenage daughter’s bath/powder
room.

Sue was at an impasse as to what
colors to paint the walls and cabinets,
so we got right to work. “The room
had to be multipurpose, to not have

After

Before

Calmly Coordinated



a teenager’s décor,” she explains. “My husband loves striking colors,
so he had selected a costly-to-execute striped paint treatment that
was too bold from the start but we lived with it for a year before he
confessed he did not like it anymore and was ready for a change.”
That’s when they called me for help. They had a $1,500 budget to
update the bathroom. 

Storage was not an issue in the space, but the light pinkish
maple cabinets did not coordinate with the chestnut-brown kitchen
cabinets down the hall. I suggested wall and cabinet colors which
were tones of the same colors in the tile and toile fabric I selected
from Sue’s “fabric closet.”  She admits she does not see the nuances
of colors and says coordinating color is her biggest difficulty when
decorating. 

Walls were first textured with joint compound, which was trow-
eled on, primed with latex wall primer, and painted with Sherwin-
Williams’ “Nomadic Desert” SW 6107.  Trim and cabinets were
painted with Sherwin-Williams’ “Hopsack” SW 6109 enamel.  

tip>
If you stay on the same paint strip, colors will
blend naturally to create smooth color flow. Also,

hold the paint strip up against trim and walls in other rooms
to make sure the color is “happy” with other paints.

Sue found oil rubbed bronze knobs
and pulls she liked at www.knobs4less.com
and a new matching shower rod at Tuesday
Morning.  She had the Hunter Douglas
woven wood Roman shade, which pro-
vides privacy and allows light in, in another
closet, along with the clip-on shades for the
sconces, which came from Home Depot.
My seamstress fabricated the toile shower
curtain using Sue’s existing fabric.  

tip>
One larger area rug looks
better than two or three

smaller “dotty” rugs scattered about
the room.

After measuring carefully, I deter-
mined that a  4- by 6-foot rug would fill
the bath space perfectly. After I gave her
specific guidance for shopping, Sue found
the perfect traditional rug at Great Rug
Company.  I suggested she take the antique
piano stool, the paint colors, toile fabric
and a sample of the tile and granite with
her shopping.

tip>
When shopping, take as
many fabrics, tiles, paint

chips and other samples with you and
literally place them atop what you are
shopping for to make sure it works
with your existing furnishings.

Although Sue knows the colors she
likes, she likes to have design guidance to
crease a cohesive, stylish look. The couple
was pleased that I provided them the
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Before
The bones of this
teenage daughter’s com-
bination bath/powder
room were great. The
color needed tweaking,
though, and the room
lacked a rug and artwork
needed better place-
ment. A broken Roman
shade and mismatched
hardware (including a
curved, protruding show-
er rod) had to be fixed. 

After
A new rug from Great
Rug Company softened
the tile floor. Darker trim
and neutral wall paint
tied the colors together
with the antique stool
and existing chandelier.
Artwork was rearranged
and new hardware uni-
fied the room and made
the tub area more spa-
cious.

713.539.6910 
1207 Seco Mines Lane • Richmond

info@ar tis t icf loorshouston.com

COMPLETE FLOORING SPECIALISTS

Let us fashion
you're floors
Let us fashion
you're floors

Dust Free
Hardwood Repair
Dust Free
Hardwood Repair

We repair, resurface and
install hard wood, con-
crete and stone flooring
We fabricate and install
countertops, chimneys,
kitchen and bathroom
counters and flooring. 

Hardwood/Tile/Granite/Stone/Concrete Flooring & Countertop Services • Foundation Repair

http://www.artisticfloorshouston.com
http://www.frogathome.com
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Think “green”. Rethinking existing
furnishings keeps them out of the
landfill and repurposes them.
Donate unused items to charity.

To ensure color flow, “walk” the
paint colors and fabrics you are
considering around the house to
make sure all the colors are
“happy” together.

Sometimes the most effective strat-
egy is not to buy more furniture
and accessories for your home, but
to first rethink the pieces that are
already paid for.

trade secretsJOETTA MOULDEN offers home makeovers using
your own home furnishings to create the home you’ve
always dreamed of. Joetta believes your pieces collected
through the years reflect your personality and can be
artfully arranged. Her ability to focus on your personal
style and not let her own preferences influence the
design of your home makes her unique. See more
makeovers on her Web site at www.shelterstyle.com, 
e-mail her at joetta@shelterstyle.com or call
713.461.2063. If an initial appointment or referral 
is booked by October 31, a 15 percent first meeting 
discount will be given. 

Shelterstyle.com holds a "Pages of Happiness" 
rating and, for the third consecutive year, a 
“Super Service Award” presented to 5 percent of 
companies that achieve and maintain a superior 
rating on www.angieslist.com.

names of reliable sources, and they say they felt like this saved
them both time and money. 

They were able to accomplish all the changes within their
$1,500 budget and the updates created the room they desired.
“The changes were huge, but not expensive,” she explains.

tip>
By repurposing lampshades, an existing win-
dow treatment plus toile fabric, the cou-

ple saved money, going “green” in the process.

diy decorating | CALMLY COORDINATED

BeforeAfter

After
The owner already had most of the fixes in closets, including the toile
fabric, which was made into a shower curtain, the Roman shade and
clip-on lampshades. The new hardware and shower rod were replaced
and are now consistent with the oil rubbed bronze faucet set. The cabi-
nets and trim were painted a darker neutral and the walls were textured
and neutralized.

Before
A too-colorful striped wall
paint treatment, glaring
bare sconce light bulbs
and mismatched
brushed nickel curved
shower rod detracted
from a wonderful room.

Sheetrock walls were painted a
neutral color to flow with the
rest of the house. They were
dressed with a stucco finish,
achieved with joint compound
and a trowel. Antique vases
and sconces add the owners’
personality to the space.

After

After
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Let Me Show You 
The Difference...No Other 
Windows Come Close
� Save Energy 
� Cut Noise 
� Add Security 
� Block Out Heat, Cold & Dust

Usually 20% to 50% Off 
Major Competition.
• Custom Made Replacement Windows, 

Storm Windows & Storm Shutters
• Replace Old Windows

$CASH DISCOUNT • FREE ESTIMATES
Deal Directly with Owner

Lifetime Warranty

281.955.8994 
www.windowreplacementofhouston.com

GUARDIAN WINDOWS
Since 1986

281.403.5296
www.oneawesomeconcrete.com

Remodel new or existing concrete surfaces
Stained, Engraved & Stamped Concrete • Interior/Exterior

281.403.5296
www.oneawesomeconcrete.com

One Awesome ConcreteOne Awesome Concrete

713.880.3158    
www.creoledesign.com

CREOLE
DESIGN,

LLC

Photos by Felix Sanchez

Best Custom Home Front Elevation
2007 GHBA Prism Award

Let us design the 
house of your dreams

Best Custom Home Front Elevation
2005 GHBA Prism Award

Our homes are
brilliantly designed with

large porches, period 
styling and old fashioned 

craftsmanship with the
modern amenities 

that are required by 
current buyers.

936.321.5454
1.800.524.1143

www.windowsofopp.com
FREE In-Home Consultation

Custom Draperies, Blinds, Shutters,
Bedspreads & Upholstery

3600 FM 1488
Suite 90
Conroe, Tx.
77384

http://www.windowreplacementofhouston.com/
http://www.oneawesomeconcrete.com
http://www.creoledesign.com
http://www.pillarofdesign.com
http://www.windowsofopp.com
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866-869-8940 Toll Free

www.GreatFence.com

HOLIDAY DECORATING • CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

HOME & OFFICE
HomeOfficeHouston.com  •  713.440.7990

Tree & Yard Decorations
Interior Decorating

PRIVATE PARTY 
SERVICE

Waiters, Bartenders,
Valet & Caterers

Students or Professionals 
Available

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
BONDED • INSURED

FREE ESTIMATES 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

Serving Houston since 1992

409 St. Francis, Gonzales, Texas 78629 • 830-672-2428
www.discoverys.net • swk@discoverys.net • Open Tues. - Sat., 9-5:30

AN ECLECTIC INVENTORY OF ARCHITECTURAL ELEMENTS

� Antique Beams
� Large Inventory of

Antique Doors
� Antique Door Hardware

� Flooring
� Beaded Wood

� Quality Stained Glass
� Clawfoot Tubs, Sinks,

Lighting, Ceiling Tin
and more

PROFESSIONAL REUPHOLSTERY

11330 Northwest Freeway
Houston, TX 77092
(290 West b/t 34th & Antoine)
713.957.0003 Phone
713.957.1450 fax
M-F 10-7 • Sat 10-6

Home Furnishings     Accessories     Fabrics     Trims

w w w . m a x i m u m f u r n i t u r e . c o m

Before After

7770 Louetta
Visit our showroom

Happily serving our customers
for over 25 years

SHOWER YOURSELF IN LUXURY

Art & Frame Gallery

Heavy, frameless
shower enclosures.

Keep it Looking as Gorgeous 
as the Day You Bought It!

Ask About Showerguard 
Protected Glass.

281-370-6880
www.showerdoorshouston.com

LUXURY

&&H O U S T O N

THE COMPLETE RESOURCE MAGAZINE FOR YOUR HOME

Seeking 
Seasoned
Advertising 
Sales
Professionals
Immediate full time 
openings available

High commission

Heights area

REQUIREMENTS
• Aggressive prospecting 
techniques

• Proven track record in 
Adverising Sales

• Stable employment history

• Self-motivation with a 
positive attitude

• Basic computer skills

Qualified applicants 
should send resumes to 
info@houseandhomeonline.com
or fax to 713.880.5811

http://www.greatfence.com
http://www.homeofficehouston.com
http://www.discoverys.net
http://www.showerdoorshouston.com
http://www.maximumfurniture.com
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• Covered Patios  • Flagstone/Pavers
• Outdoor Kitchens  • Arbors/Decks

Serving the Pearland, Friendswood, 
Clear Lake and League City areas

Fully Insured

281-485-8483
www.backyard-retreat.com 

Backyard Retreats Backyard Retreats 
...Custom Designed To Fit Your Backyard

• Custom Cabinets
• Cabinet Recoloring
• Appliance Recoloring
• Tile Reglazing

• Cabinet Refacing
• Cabinet Reviving
• Countertop Recoloring
• Bath Tub Refinishing

Come Visit Our 
Houston Showroom 
at 2400 W 34th St

Make Your Dream Kitchen or Bath Appear
without Making Your Wallet Disappear!

Make Your Dream Kitchen or Bath Appear
without Making Your Wallet Disappear!

$100 OFF
ANY 

CABINET
WORK

$100 OFF
ANY 

CABINET
WORK

713.956.9595
www.kitchenandbathwizards.com

Construction and remodeling for 
current homeowners or investor resale

Construction management services 
for home builders

Superior integrity 
and attention to detail

References available upon request

For a free estimate, call Trey Seiter

713.828.3097
treyseiter@yahoo.com

TRCC License: 41881

SPECIALIZING IN ALL 
PHASES OF REMODELING

SPECIALIZING IN ALL 
PHASES OF REMODELING

Professional 
Insect and 
Rodent Control

1. No cabinet emptying
2. Treatment options tailored to meet 

your particular pest situation!
3. Quarterly, 6 month or one time 

service available
4. Graduate entomologist/state 

certified applicator on staff
5. Fast, friendly professional service!

In the Heights since 1977

226 West 18th St.    
Houston, Texas 77008
Ph. 713.868.5219
713.862.8112

http://www.kitchensandbathwizards.com
http://www.texastuscanfurniture.com
http://www.backyard-retreat.com
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MODERN
MELD

INDOORS AND OUTDOORS BECOME ONE IN THIS LUMINOUS LIGHTBOX OF A HOUSE IN  THE HEIGHTS

By LINDA BARTH
Photography by RALPH SMITH

Great care was taken to make the front of the house fit in with its Heights neighbors. A front porch, deep eaves with brackets and exposed rafter tails  echo the
Craftsman details seen in nearby homes. The front elevation is broken into a 3-story portion and a 2-story portion so the scale of the house seems less sizable. 
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Architect Natalye Appel’s design for the
new Houston Heights home of Mark and
Wanda Cohen is about connections.

The three-story 2,850 square-foot residence makes
generous use of windows, balconies and porches to
link indoors to outdoors at every opportunity. 

Views from the generous north-facing windows at
the front of the house visually connect the main living
spaces on the second floor to the street. In return, the
windows nudge soft, diffuse north light deep into the 
living, dining and kitchen areas. 

At the rear of the house, the southern elevation is
almost all glass, and long views toward the back of the
garden merge indoors and outdoors so the house and
garden seem as one. As you ascend the open stairway
in front of the glass wall, views of Houston’s treetops »

At the entry to the house, landscape designer Rita Hodge arranged paving materials and plants to help signal that the door seen in the foreground by the porch light
is the main entry. Toward the front gate, sliding glass doors allow entry to a two-bedroom guest suite.



join the house visually to
its immediate neighbor-
hood, and on the third
floor, views of downtown
connect the house with
its urban setting. 

Ample porches and
balconies provide plenty
of transitional outdoor
space for outdoor living.
A large breezeway on
the east side of the
house serves as a mod-
ern version of the porte
cochere seen in many
Heights houses from the
1920s and ‘30s. It func-
tions as a driveway for
the owners’ cars, but can
double as space for
entertaining. A fireplace
in one wall of this
breezeway provides a
cozy spot for relaxing
outdoors in cooler
weather.

A lush but orderly
landscape by Rita
Hodge of rHfactor draws
the eye toward outdoor
vistas of tropical gingers,
bougainvillea, bamboo,
colorful grasses and vari-
ous paved surfaces
arranged in crisp, geo-
metric patterns. 

Interior finishes 
chosen by designer 
Jane Schwarz bring the
outdoors in through the
use of warm colors, 
natural textures and
warm woods such as
maple-faced plywood
cabinetry and a rustic
oversized dining table
custom-made of
tamarind wood.

While thoroughly
modern in spirit and
style, the house looks

This south-facing eleva-
tion seen from the 
backyard is  mostly
glass to catch views of
the garden and neigh-
borhood beyond. The
porte cochere functions
as driveway and enter-
tainment space (see
fireplace in concrete
wall at right. When
mature, the river birches
in foreground will shade
the second-story 
balcony.
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like it fits in the Heights
neighborhood, thanks
to the architects’ aware-
ness of the existing ver-
nacular architecture
and their skill at adapt-
ing the Cohen’s house
details to it. 

“The details come
together without copy-
ing them,” says Appel.
“We tried to be respect-
ful but not in a copycat
sort of way.”

“We spent a lot of
time looking at the front
elevation, giving it the
same feeling as the
neighborhood,” says
Stuart Smith, project
architect. Deep roof
eaves with brackets
and exposed rafter tails
echo the Craftsman-like
details seen in the 
vintage houses nearby.  

The house is one of
12 on tour during the
American Institute of
Architecture Home Tour
Oct. 10-11. See 
Page 34 for more 
information. 

HOW THE
HOUSE CAME 
TO BE 
Attorneys Mark and
Wanda Cohen, original-
ly from Boston, had
been living in
Kingswood for 27 years
in a two-story house on
a large lot that had 45
trees on it. When their
two sons grew up and
moved away from
home, the couple
decided they wanted in
a smaller house closer
to downtown Houston.

“The little perch,” is what Wanda Cohen calls the library near the kitchen. “Wanda wanted a place where she could sit, have coffee, read
the newspaper and look out over the beautiful plants outside,” says Stuart Smith, project architect.”She wanted it open but cozy.”

Below: Designer Jane Schwarz found the boldly patterned granite at Arizona Tile & Granite. The room’s color palette keys off the granite.
The kitchen allows the homeowners to cook and visit with guests; a hall by the oven leads to a storage and clean-up room with dishwasher. 
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For their new house, “We wanted to be in the house and be 
together—we wanted to be able to share each other’s company,”
Wanda says. A new house with an open concept design for the 
main living area would give them the space to cook or read and 
still be together in one large room.

They bought a lot in the Heights hoping it might have a view of
downtown and began interviewing architects, six or seven of them.
Then they met Appel and her team. “At lunch, we fell in love,” says
Wanda. “She listens, quickly turns ideas around, takes your informa-
tion and transforms it into something concrete in your house.”

Appel and Smith began the design process with a series of
open-ended conversations with the Cohens about how they liked to
live. The couple love to entertain and wanted plenty of outdoor living
space for entertaining. “One of the first things they did,” Appel recalls,
“was have us come out to their place in Kingwood, and they fed us
multiple courses of delicious food. They both cook. It was great.” 

Early on in the site investigations, the question arose whether
to build a third story on the new house. Wanda was convinced there

was a downtown skyline view. Appel and Smith suggested the
Cohens hire a cherry picker crane to lift them up to the level that
would be the third floor and make sure it was worth building that high.
“We had the best time,” Wanda recalls. “This guy came with this huge
machine, took us up 40 feet off the ground and it was the most awe-
some view. A storm was coming in from the southwest. I felt like I was
in Peter Pan—rooftops, chimneys, green trees. It was so great. We
were satisfied it was going to work.”

Today, their master bedroom and balcony on the third floor enjoy
a fine view of downtown Houston, especially in winter when the trees
have shed their leaves.

COMPLETING THE PLAN
Eimar Virkus of Virkus Construction was hired as builder. Among
Houston architects, he  is known for his precision in keeping lines
plumb and true, especially important in modern houses that don’t use
molding and trim that cover gaps where ceiling and wall fail to meet.

With construction underway, thoughts turned to landscaping.

The loft-like dining room needed a dramatic table and chandelier to fit the scale of the room. Pamela Halverson of Texas Tuscan Furniture was commissioned to
build the wide table top in tamarind wood. The chandelier of bamboo and capiz shell is from a shop on 19th St. in the Heights, Eclectic Home.



37

»

Wanda was worried she would miss the backyard retreat she had cre-
ated in Kingwood. The family room of her house there had extensive
views of the backyard. “I was a little concerned about losing some-
thing important to me,” she says, “about losing access to nature and
whatever is going on in the yard. But Natalye created the space pre-
cisely so we have that. If you stand almost in any room in the house
you can either see the sky, which is really cool, or the garden.”

Appel suggested the names of several landscape designers, and
the Cohens chose Rita Hodge of rHfactor. “Rita has done a great job
with bamboos and placement of trees so we essentially have an
indoor/outdoor garden,” Wanda says.

“I try to respond to the architecture,” Hodge says. “To me this
home is all about bringing the outside in, but it’s also about a certain
amount of order. [The Cohens] like organization, they like clean.
That’s why all the gravel.” The gravel also allows percolation of rain-
water into the ground. For pavers in the backyard, Hodge found
Pennsylvania lilac flagstone that she thought would complement the
colors of the house beautifully. 

To screen the backyard fence, Hodge brought in pine trees to
remind the Cohens of Kingwood and also because pine trees create
a fast-growing evergreen screen. 

For one plant bed, Hodge chose a forest pansy redbud that
blooms maroon in spring. “It s a variety I like to use, “ she says. “it will
give a nice touch of color back here.”

For additional color along one garden wall in the back yard,
Hodge planted three shrubs of bougainvillea ‘Rosenka.’ “These
bougainvillea look like that shimmery silk that has two colors of reds,”
Hodge says. “It’s peachy and rosy and it’s going to be lovely.”

At the front of the house, three rows of grasses—ginger, miscant-
hus and purple fountain grass-- provide a colorful landscape that
won’t need mowing. Two street trees, Roman red maples, Aster
drummondii, contribute to the neighborhood greenscape and may
provide color in  years with an early cold snap.

INTERIORS
Jane Schwarz was brought into the project early on, and one of

The living room’s sofa and chairs are from to-the-trade Contempo Designs; the pre-finished gray floor is by Manchester Carpet. The fireplace wall’s concrete
masonry is the same block used on the exterior of the house. “The materials inside were meant to be a carry-through from the outside,” says Appel. 
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The master bedroom on the third floor has a commanding view of the neighborhood and downtown Houston. Schwarz chose Benjamin Moore’s “Salsa Dancing”
for the wall, which keys off the homeowners’ painting. The bedspread is washable 120-inch wide Egyptian cotton from to-the-trade Home Treasures.

Natural light from the stairwell illuminates the master bath. Cabinetry is by Virkus Construction, tile is by Lenova Tile, light fixtures are by Hubbardton Forge
and plumbing fixtures, including tub, are from Hollywood Builders Hardware. The wall is painted Benjamin Moore’s “Inner Balance.”  
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the first finishes she chose for the house was the granite
countertop in a bold pattern of swirling grays, golds and
reds. That countertop and the Cohens’ art collection
determined the color palette for the house.

“After we picked the granite, we knew we wanted
gray floors,” says Schwarz, who found a pre-finished
gray wood floor by Manchester Carpet that worked well
with the stone.

Before the slab for the house was even poured,
Schwarz found the chandelier for the dining room at
Eclectic Home on 19th St. in the Heights. “That’s my
favorite store in Houston,” she says. “I walked in, saw
the chandelier, called Wanda and said, ‘You need to go
to Eclectic Home and look at the chandelier.’ She said, ‘I
just left there.’ I said, ‘Go back and look up this time.’”
She did and loved the oversized bamboo and capiz shell
chandelier which is now the focal point for the second-
floor living and dining area. 

A loft-like space with a double-high ceiling, the din-
ing area needed a large table. “Because they do a lot of
entertaining and it’s a large space, we needed a table
almost as wide as it was long.” Pam Halverson of Texas
Tuscan Furniture created the tamarind-wood tabletop,
and Schwarz’s husband, metal sculptor Chuck Schwarz,
made the metal base for the table.

Schwarz keyed all wall colors to the art that would
hang in the room. “All art looks better against a color
than it does against a white wall,” she says. “If you go to
a museum, they’ll have a peach room, a gray room and
blue room.” All paints chosen for the house are Benjamin
Moore.

Schwarz used some of the Cohens’ existing furni-
ture throughout and added a few piece to enhance the
eclectic mix. Paintings, sculpture and textiles from the
couple’s travels infuse the home with their personality
and spirit.

THE RESULTS
The Cohens found the experience of working with the
architects and designers rewarding and pleasurable.
“The space was shaped in ways you never really expect-
ed,” Mark says. “It’s what we asked for but they did it in
ways we could never anticipate. Mere mortals can’t do
this,” he says, half-joking. “Don’t try this at home.”

In the end, it’s the way the house captures light that
most pleases Mark and Wanda. “The light is something
that lends a real special feel to the interior on all three
levels,” says Mark. “It’s remarkable to be there during the
day and see all the different shades and tones, the inter-
play of shadows and lines. It’s a big volume, and people
wonder sometimes what makes it so attractive. It’s the
character of the light inside.”

RREESSOOUURRCCEESS

ARCHITECT
NATALYE APPEL
Natalye Appel + Associates
Architects
713.522.7992

PROJECT ARCHITECT
STUART SMITH
Natalye Appel + Associates
Architects
713.522.7992

BUILDER
EIMAR VIRKUS
Virkus Construction
713.827.8320

INTERIOR DESIGN
JANE SCHWARZ
With Design in Mind
832.876.9180

LANDSCAPE DESIGN
AND MANAGEMENT
RITA HODGE
rHfactor 
281.686.6810

LANDSCAPE
INSTALLATION
JOHN DERMODY
Water Management
Systems Inc.
832.867.0113

DINING ROOM
CHANDELIER
ECLECTIC HOME
713.869.1414

DINING TABLE
TEXAS TUSCAN
FURNITURE
713.426.5556

GRANITE COUNTERTOP
IN KITCHEN
ARIZONA TILE &
GRANITE
713.983.8233

PLUMBING FIXTURES
HOLLYWOOD BUILDERS
HARDWARE
713.644.8301

In the backyard, the carport wall awaits a water sculpture by Houston artist
Tim Glover. The gravel is black star basalt; pavers are Pennsylvania lilac
flagstone. The zoysia grass in the sitting area is silky underfoot and only
needs to be clipped once or twice a year.
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By LINDA BARTH

What was once a designers’ sidewalk

sale has evolved into a pleasant,

one-day-only tented outdoor market

in a grassy field near the Heights.

And the bargains are irresistible.

The Urban Market began five years ago in the Heights
as a sidewalk sale where interior designers and dealers
of antiques, collectibles and fabrics could get rid of
excess inventory. Maybe they’d taken things to Round Top
Antiques market that didn’t sell, or they had a new shipment coming in and
they needed room for the new things. Maybe a designer had over-ordered
fabric for a client, or the client changed his/her mind. Designers and dealers
welcomed the opportunity to clear some space in their studios and shops,
plus offer fine things at excellent prices.

Market co-founders Maura Cannon and Jane Schott added dealers,
expanded the market and ultimately moved it to the fields outside the
Knights of Columbus hall at 607 E. Whitney Drive near the Heights. By
last spring, the market had grown so large, it needed to become a full-time
business venture rather than a sideline event to survive and thrive. 
Jackie Sharbrough, a dealer who sells antiques at Antiques and Interiors on
Dunlavy, stepped up to the plate. “When

the Urban Market started, I would go with friends, and I
thought it was the greatest thing ever,” Sharbrough recalls. She
approached the owners. “We can’t let this go away,” she told
them. “It’s too wonderful.” Discussions ensued and within a
week, Sharbrough was the new owner, thrilled to be able to con-
tinue the event, which is now held three times a year.

Most of the same dealers from the spring market will be at
the fall market on Nov. 8. About half the dealers are from
Houston, Sharbrough estimates; another 45 percent are from
other Texas locales. Among the dozens of purveyors are:
Houston interior designer Ginger Barber; retailer Suzanne Duin
of Maison Maison; Jon Goodling of Gallery Auctions bringing
Mid-Century furniture finds; Linda Marcov of Willow Nest in
Burton, Tex. with vintage garden antiques, and Susan Skinner
and Hector Vasquez of Fundustrial with industrial metal fur-
nishings and lab equipment. 

The Knights of Columbus will sell barbecue. Various farmers’ market vendors will offer
foods, including Janice Schindeler of Words & Food with pimiento cheese sandwiches and
humus dips, Angela’s Bakery with croissants and scones, and Katz’s coffee.

A sentimental favorite of market-goers, Golden Beginnings Golden Retriever Rescue will
have some dogs on site available for adoption.

The Urban Market Houston, 607 E. Whitney Drive, Houston
The Knights of Columbus Fields near the Heights
Sunday, Nov. 8, 9 a. m. to 4 p.m.
Free parking, enter parking lot at Oxford Street
Admission $5; children and dogs free
Information: www.theurbanmarkethouston.com

ABOVE: Jackie Sharbrough of

The Urban Market Houston

The Urban Market Houston, Nov. 8
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713.784.8482
www.queensfurniture.net

Trade & Designers Welcome

COME AND SEE
OUR NEW
LOCATION!
7426 Harwin 
Houston, TX 77036 Two Drawer 

Desk

$16500

while supplies last
42" W x 17" D x 31" H

100% Solid Wood

Queens Furniture
All Our Furniture is Handmade & Handcrafted

Up to 
$1500 

TAX REFUND for 2009!

(281) 313-3434    www.pulloutshelf.com

� All Dove Tail
Construction

� Great for 
Pantries, 
Cabinets or 
Bathrooms

� Patented All 
Steel Mounting 
with 100 lb. 
Capacity

� Custom Build 
to Fit Cabinets

� Center Post 
Removal Service

FREE In Home 
Estimates

Lifetime 
Warranty

6824 HARWIN � 713-975-85476824 HARWIN � 713-975-8547

Remodel • Landscape 
Sheetrock

Need to fix a leak?
It’s me that you seek.

281.799.0285
robertleecox@aol.com

HANDYMAN 
ROBERT

http://www.marye-kelley.com
http://www.queensfurniture.net
http://www.hotwaterguys.com
http://www.pulloutshelf.com
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pet of the monthpet of the month

Hi, my name is Scooter, and
I’m an 8-year-old male Keeshond Mix.
The couple I was living with had a new
baby and decided there wasn’t room for
me, so I’m at the SPCA seeking a new
home, with adults only. I’m smart,
housetrained, good-natured and have
many useful years left to live. My European ancestors in the
18th century were known as Dutch Barge Dogs because we
protected our owners’ barges along the Rhein River. When our
owners, the Dutch Patriots, rebelled against the aristocratic
House of Orange, my breed—Keeshond—became the symbol
of the revolution. We lost the revolution and existed in obscuri-
ty until the 1920s when a baroness—an aristocrat, no less—
decided we were cool again. I’ve always known I was cool. You
will be, too, if you adopt me. If you’re 65 or older, the cost to
adopt me is only $15. Such a deal—whether you’re a barge
boat owner or a baroness. Come get me now and ask for my
I.D. # A07599223 at

HOUSTON SPCA
900 Portway Drive, Houston 77024, 713.869.SPCA (7722)
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily, www.houstonspca.org

Take an ordinary journey 
to an extraordinary place

15635 FM 2920 • Tomball, Texas 77377
www.arborgate.com • 281-351-8851

The Arbor Gate

We Do Windows
..and Doors

Personalized Service at Affordable Prices
Call Nelson Fisher for estimates, brochures or more details.

Prices gladly quoted by phone.

Texas Windows & Doors Inc.
908 Town & Country Blvd. #120

713-984-7543
www.texaswindowsanddoors.net

Replacement Window Specialist • Since 1985

apexrc@comcast.net 713-498-3445 www.houstonapexremodeling.com

APEX REMODELING & CONSTRUCTION
Room Additions

Kitchen Remodeling
Bathroom Remodeling

Patio Covers
Complete Home Remodeling

Fully Licensed • Fully Insured • Texas State Registered Builder

HATTON CUSTOM HARDWOOD FLOORING,INC.
Custom Hardwood Floors 
Installation & Refinishing

713.541.4048  •  713.541.1909 fax
6141 Corporate Drive • Houston, Tx 77036

CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING

281.802.2488

www.suncraftdesign.com

RESIDENTIAL
•Custom Homes  •Remodeling 
•Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinets

•Additions •Framing
•Green Building 

COMMERCIAL
•Commercial Build Outs
•Remodeling •Concrete
•Small or Large Projects

CUSTOMIZING SPECIALISTS 
FOR 35 YEARS

MASTER CARPENTER 
AND CABINET MAKERS

DESIGN
SERVICES

Texas Licensed Contractor

DESIGN BUILD INC.

For more than 15 years, readers 
have known what they want.

15th

A N N I V E R S A R Y

That’s why they read House & Home.

We’re still the only magazine in

Houston with editorial completely

dedicated to the home and all

aspects of home improvement. 

Our readers never have to wade

through society gossip or before

and after photos of cosmetic 

procedures. They enjoy page 

after page of quality editorial, 

beautiful photography and the 

inspiration and resources to turn

houses into dream homes.

Our readers know where to pick us up and our distribution sites

are always improving. We’re the resource they rely on and trust.
Be here when homeowners come looking for you.

Call 713.523.6523 to advertise.

www.houseandhomeonline.com

http://www.arborgate.com
http://www.texaswindowsanddoors.net
http://www.houstonapexremodeling.com
http://www.suncraftdesign.com
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One who arranges detail, form & color

Residential & Commercial Design Specialist

• Remodeling concept to completion
(Insured, Lloyd’s of London)

• Low budget room makeovers...Staging for resale
(Using existing furnishings)

• Custom furniture, upholstery, 
window treatments

• Traditional, Transitional, Eclectic, Period 

2 8 1 - 6 5 5 - 4 2 8 8
www.onidesigns.com 

Oni Roberts

Custom Rug Work Room
Wall-to-Wall Carpet  • Binding Service

3130 Rogerdale Rd., Suite 150 • www.rubinscustomrugs.com

7 1 3 . 7 8 4 . 1 1 8 0

R U B I N ’ S
Custom Rugs and Fine CarpetCustom Rugs and Fine Carpet

Houston’s premier builder of 
no-maintenance patio covers offers 

the best price and service in your area. 
View our gallery to see over 200 

pictures of actual projects we have
installed for the discriminating 

homeowners and builders throughout 
Southeast Texas. Call today! 
Free estimates and design.

Made in the Shade, llc.        281-330-8399

Visitshademypatio.com

Antique Pine, Aromatic Cedar, Ash, B. E. Maple, Basswood, Birch, Bloodwood, Bocote,
Bubinga, Cherry, Cocobola, Curly Maple, Cypress, Lacewood, Mahogany, Maple,

Mesquite, Mexican Rosewood, Oak, Padouk, Pecan, Purpleheart, Poplar, 
Spanish Cedar, Sycamore, Teak, Walnut, Wenge, Zebrawood and More

Open 7:30-5:00 M-F; 8:30-12:00 Sat.

Quality Domestic & Imported Plywood (Interior & Marine)
Edgebanding & Veneer Sheets • Butcher Block Tops

Flooring • Moulding • MDF & Melamine

www.houstonhardwoods.com

Specializing In Hardwood Lumber, Plywood and Moulding.
PERSONAL SERVICE 
PROMPT DELIVERY

On-Site Custom Moulding & Planing

713-686-6176
Fax 713-686-3217
4910 W 34th St.

12 GRANITE COLORS @ $28.99 SQ. FT. INSTALLED

Call for a 
FREE Estimate!

Call for a 
FREE Estimate!

Fabrication & Installation 
• Silestone

Ask for Jessica

832.207.5125
2035 Pech Rd, #C-1
Houston, TX 77055

www.davidsstones.com
davidsmarble@yahoo.com

Ask for Jessica

832.207.5125
2035 Pech Rd, #C-1
Houston, TX 77055

www.davidsstones.com
davidsmarble@yahoo.com

208 McCown, Montgomery, TX  •  936-444-3248
Wed. - Sat. 10:00 - 5:00 Sun. 12:00 - 5:00

Savvy 
Antiques 
& Décor
Country French & 

European primitives 
and accessories. 
Unique items at 

great prices for the 
savvy shopper.

713-869-3457

River Oaks Quality at 
National Street Prices

Cabinet
Sales, Inc.

1200 National Street
Near Downtown

Se Habla Español

T-F; 8:30-4:00
Sat.; 8:30-12:00

Cabinets in Stock 

www.sun-fun.com

Since 1982

Screen-enclosed
patios, porches 

& pools are 
well-ventilated

areas that 
resist pests

and are easier 
to maintain.

281-499-8823 

Sun • Fun
Enclosures

Sun•Fun
Enclosures

KEEP THE
MOSQUITOES  

OUT!

http://www.onidesigns.com
http://www.davidsstones.com
http://www.rubinscustomrugs.com
http://www.shademypatio.com
http://www.houstonhardwoods.com
http://www.sun-fun.com
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ALWAYS HOT

Tankless 
Gas Water 
Heaters

U-Plumb-It
PARTS • FIXTURES • FAUCETS

INSTRUCTION 

1424 Montrose
Houston, TX 77019

713.942.2277

Endless hot 
water for your 
entire home
heated only 
when you 
need it

FEATURING 
TOTO 

BATHROOM FIXTURES

713.880.1919

F L O W E R S A N D A C C E S S O R I E S

F O R W E D D I N G S A N D E V E N T S

Inspiration, Design, 
Custom Fitted.

3301-G Fondren
Houston, TX 77063

Corner of Fondren
and Richmond

www.draperymontage.com
713-975-8866

SHOWROOM AND
WORKROOMCUSTOM MADE READY-MADE

20% OFF $9900
LABOR &

HARDWARE SILK PANELS

FLOOR DECOR

ALL MAJOR BRANDS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

National 
Wood Flooring
Association

Member 713-977-6382
3416 Fondren Rd • Se Habla Español

CARPET • HARD WOOD • LAMINATE • STONE/TILE • COUNTERTOPS

� �Unique Religious Art
Spanish & French Antiques

Accessories & Primitives

Invest In Timeless Treasures

JOHN HOLT ANTIQUES
2416 Woodhead • 713-528-5065

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:30AM-5:00PM

ARE YOUR WINDOWS THE
BIGGEST SINGLE ENERGY
WASTER IN YOUR HOME?

Mayeco
Magnetic Interior Insulating Windows

• Deadens Outside Noise
• Greatly Reduces Heat Through Windows
• Lowers Energy Costs
• Stops/Prevents Ultraviolet Fading of Drapes/Furnishings
• Quick Payback on Investment

Here’s What the Magnetic® Window System 
Does For YOUR Home...

1-800-627-8061

Find your inspiration
and your resources

in Houston House & Home magazine. 

Complimentary copies of House & Home
can be found at Randalls, Kroger, select 
HEB stores and other prime locations in 
Houston and Galveston. Home delivery 
is also available.  Stop missing out.
Call 713.523.6523 for more information.

http://www.draperymontage.com
http://www.irontopdesigns.com


City of Kemah with Arbor Antiques Present 

ANTIQUES BY THE BAY
–a walk through time at the water’s edge

November 5 through November 8, 2009 • Between Highway 146 and Galveston Bay in the heart of Kemah, Texas 
Premiere Night on Wednesday, November 4, 2009  6-10pm • Show Hours Daily 10 to 6 

This fall the City of Kemah, Texas is launching its very first antique fair.
Scheduled for the first weekend of November 2009, Antiques By the Bay will be
a 4 day event bringing antique merchants and antiques lovers together in the
quaint Galveston Bay village of Kemah. 

To help build what the city hopes will become a week long event, Kemah has
enlisted the services of veteran Round Top Show promoter Curtis Ann Davis,
President of Arbor Antiques Services. Davis has a 12 acre show in Round Top
and brings lots of experience to the helm of this project. Davis tells us that she is
excited about helping Kemah build their event and her first order of business is
to fill the tents with fabulous antiques and art. “ Texas is a great place for
“antiquing” and it is important to have the quality and variety of antiques that
both designers and collectors appreciate and have come to expect. It is my goal
to build on that standard of excellence at this show. We have already had lots of
good response from antique dealers from Texas and surrounding states interested

in doing the show. And, many of my Round Top east coast dealers have already
committed as well. However, we want to fill to capacity and need more dealers". 

Davis also adds, “Kemah already has so much to offer… it is home to the
third largest recreational fleet in the USA , it has a Boardwalk and Amusement
Area with regularly scheduled events and music, it has great restaurants and B&Bs;
adding this annual antique event will put icing on the cake”. Nestled on the bay
between Houston and Galveston , Kemah has all the charm you would hope to
find in a sleepy coastal village with close proximity to a thriving major city and a
historical coastal island. 

Antique Dealers interested in show space can contact Arbor Antiques at their
home base in Alvin Texas by calling toll free 281-388-1075 or 888-233-5414, or
by visiting the show website at www.antiquesbythebaykemah.com or by emailing
curtisann@arborantiques.com.

For more information about Kemah visit www.kemah-tx.gov.

Antiques By The Bay
FINE EUROPEAN AND CONTINENTAL ANTIQUES • NATIVE AMERICAN JEWELRY • ESTATE SILVER

TEXTILES AND RUGS • PAINTINGS •  PRINTS • SCULPTURES • GREAT AMERICAN ANTIQUES AND PRIMITIVES

Thursday, November 5 through  Sunday, November 8, 2009   •   10 am  to 6 pm  •  Free Admission
Between Highway 146 and Galveston Bay in the heart of Kemah, Texas 

Premiere Night on Wednesday, November 4, 2009  •  6 -10 pm
Tickets $10 • A portion of the proceeds benefit local charity

Opinion Day with KNTH 1070 AM Radio Personality Paul Wishnow  •  Saturday November 7   1- 5 pm
Jimmie Walker Community Center – 800 Harris – Kemah Tx

A WALK THROUGH TIME AT THE WATER’S EDGE

ARBOR ANTIQUES and the City of Kemah are proud to present the debut of a new Show at the exciting Kemah Boardwalk

QUALITY DEALERS WELCOME: For Dealer or Show information visit www.antiquesbythebaykemah.com 
Email:curtisann@arborantiques.com    •    Phone: 281-388-1075    •    Fax: 281-331-0840

http://www.antiquesbythebaykemah.com
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Native Texas Landscape
Design & Construction

Patio Covers • Flagstone Patios
Outdoor Kitchens • Firepits 
Waterfalls • Retaining Walls
Disaster Cleanup • Fences

Complete Landscape Design and
Installation Including Irrigation

Insured • 100% Guaranteed

281-687-7512 • www.NativeTexasLandscape.com281-687-7512 • www.NativeTexasLandscape.com
Servicing: North Houston • Spring • Woodlands• Conroe Wes & Rhonda Hackney, Owners

Does your home 
need a “face lift”?

Does your new home need window treatments 
and bedding? We have your solution. 

Free in-home consultation. Call or come by.

HENNEY'S DRAPERIES, INC.
6450 Louetta Road, #240B • 281.376.2441

FREE ESTIMATES • LET US SAVE YOU MONEY!

1331 Seamist Dr. • Houston, TX 77008 • 713.868.1021 • www.PaylessInsulation.com

R8 Cotton Insulated

®

HEALTHY GREEN
PRODUCTS

INSULATION • ACOUSTICAL • REMOVAL
COTTON - INSULATION/DUCTS/WRAP

29 Years of Excellence
Plantation • Traditional • Exterior • Wood Blinds

Shutters Reapainted & Repaired

281-441-7998
15120 Lee Road, Suite #614 • fax 281-441-7020

www.americanshutters.net

American Shutter Company

Beauty • Elegance • Style
Q U A L I T Y  C U S T O M  S H U T T E R S

Free Quotes
By Phone or In Home

WINE CELLARS
CUSTOM BUILT

• In Your Home
• In Your Business

����CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING

281.802.2488

www.suncraftdesign.com

CUSTOMIZING SPECIALISTS 
FOR 35 YEARS

MASTER CARPENTER 
AND CABINET MAKERS

DESIGN
SERVICES

Texas Licensed Contractor

DESIGN BUILD INC.

BOUTROS CONSTRUCTION
A L L P H A S E S O F H O M E R E M O D E L I N G

OVER 11 YEARS EXPERIENCE • 713-587-0000 • WWW.BOUTROSCONSTRUCTION.COM

Captivating Interior & Exterior WallsCaptivating Interior & Exterior Walls

MARBLE 
WOOD 
GRAIN 
CRACKLE 
VENETIAN
PLASTER 
LUSTER 
STONE

� MARBLE 
� WOOD 

GRAIN 
� CRACKLE 
� VENETIAN

PLASTER 
� LUSTER 

STONE

713-443-4665

Before

URBAN FAUX

After

Good for Raised and Flat Panel Doors

Make Your Aluminum Doors Look Like 
Wood Doors With A Faux Wood Finish!
Make Your Aluminum Doors Look Like 
Wood Doors With A Faux Wood Finish!
www.urbanfauxpaintings.com

Residential & Commercial
Keep your yard green with the most affordable eco-friendly way 

to dispose of pet waste. We offer convenient weekly service.
Never worry about the mess of owning a pet again!

Awarded “Best Attention to Detail” by HoustonPress.

CUSTOM BATH AND KITCHEN DESIGNS

Complete Bath and 
Kitchen Renovations

Serving Houston 
Since 1993

Bob Stehl • 281-239-8048

HOLIDAY LIGHTING
281.807.7881

www.htiservices.net

want more?
find it all at www.houseandhomeonline.com

more ideas? 
more resources?  
more great homes?

http://www.mgranitedesigns.com
http://www.boutrosconstruction.com
http://www.nativetexaslandscape.com
http://www.urbanfauxpaintings.com
http://www.scooplepoop.com
http://www.paylessinsulation.com
http://www.htiservices.net
http://www.americanshutters.net
http://www.suncraftdesign.com
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Professional Installation of
WOOD • LAMINATES • TILE

Your materials or ours 
at Wholesale Prices

A PROFESSIONAL 
INSTALLATION

281.851.7476

TATCO CONSTRUCTION 
& REMODELING
Servicing River Oaks and 

Surrounding Areas For Over 30 Years
Construction / Cabinetry / Painting

Full Service Contracting

713.695.4084
tatcoconstruction@aol.com

Rick
Tatum

CREATIVE CONTOURS
LANDSCAPE CO.

CREATIVE CONTOURS
LANDSCAPE CO.

• Landscape Lighting
• Sprinkler Systems
• Soil pH Testing
• Design 
• Installation

• Underground 
Drainage Systems

• Brick, Brick Paver,
& Stone Patios

• Landscape

Russell Budnick
Grad. Texas A&M

713-723-9318713-723-9318
www.creativecontourslandscapingLLC.com

$50 OFF With This Ad

Expert Remodeling 
and Restoration
Brick, Stone, Glass Blocks,
Brick Staining Paver Designs,
Brick Fences & Columns

All Work Guaranteed
Fully Insured
Call (281) 558-1828 
for a Free Estimate
www.brick-restoration.com

We Restore Bricks 
to Original Beauty

Since 1993

281.794.4830

• Design Makeovers for Home & Office
• New Construction & Remodeling
• Window Treatments, Furniture, 

Art & Accessories
• Feng Shui & Color Consultations

As seen on Great Day
Houston and Fox!

GOLD

w w w . r o o m r e d o . c o mPamela O’Brien

Upgrade Your Style Today!Upgrade Your Style Today!

Authorized BioGuard Dealer
Pest Control Products

Lawn Fertilizer
Goggles and Floats

Professional pest control products available to the public
Steve Lacy

22129 Katy Freeway 
Katy, Texas 77450 Phone (281) 392-3030

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. (9-6) 
Sat. (9-4) • Sun. (12-4) • Wed. (Closed)

R-64

(#1 For Shedding Pine Needles)

www.guttermaxx.com/index17.htm

COUNTERTOPS 
281-447-9997 
www.DurastoneUSA.com

9815 North Frwy., 77037 

CABINETS Blowout
Sale !!!

281-447-9997
9815 North Fwy, 77037

Total Renovations:
Decking • Tile • Resurface • Waterfalls

Call now for a free estimate

www.competitionpools.com
281-955-8114281-955-8114

HOUSTON’S PREMIER POOL REMODELER SINCE 1982

Pool Remodeling SpecialistsPool Remodeling Specialists

STONE MASTER
quality. experienced.

dependable.

Leo Mendez
281-443-9053

832-216-9517

we welcome all types of
stone & brick projects

stone patios
walkways • waterfalls

new stone & pool 
restoration

GOLD - SILVER - BRASS - NICKEL - CHROME
ANTIQUES - REPAIRING - POLISHING 

BRIGHT METALS
OF THE

HEIGHTS

Gus Olivares

10% OFF
Mention This Ad

713-861-0729
626 E. 11th St. • Houston, TX 77008

“Quality You Can Trust - One Call Does It All”
Family Owned & Operated

22 Years Exp. Complete Home Repairs
� Painting Interior & Exterior
� Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
� Cultured Marble Tops & 

Kitchen Countertops
� Whirlpool Tub Repair

� Sheetrock Repairs
� Carpentry Repairs
� Siding
� Rental Property 

Make Readys

Bob’s Renovations

713-557-3310

C R E AT I V E  L A N D S C A P E S
FREE ESTIMATES 713.523.5667713.523.5667

Landmark
andscapesLandmark
andscapes

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

REMODELING

homeofficehouston.com
713-440-7990

Bonded & Insured
References • Free Estimates

Professional Services
Roofing

PAINTING&
SHEETROCK

Carpentry - Ceramic Tile
MOVING SERVICES

20% Off Any Service 
HANDYMAN-CONTRACTOR

WINE CELLARS BY BOB JACKSON
PREMIUM 

REDWOOD SYSTEMS

713-464-2600713-464-2600

WINE CELLARS BY BOB JACKSON

•Climate Controlled 
•Custom Designed to Fit Your Needs or Space

•Closet Conversions 
•Cabinetry & Racks 

•Wine Cooling Systems

• Custom Drapes
• Slip Covers
• Cornices
• Bedding

• Mini Blinds
• Custom Furniture
• Shades
• Pillows

Fine Quality • Great Prices • Work Done on Premises
Open to the Public • Trade Welcome

Serving Southwest Houston & Fort Bend County

’Sophies Upholstery
& Draperies

11925 Southwest Fwy. #2 • 281.879.6300

EVERIC POOL PLASTERING
C O M P L E T E  P O O L  R E M O D E L I N G

713-728-9941
www.evericpoolplastering.com

Insured For Your Convenience

CARPET, WINDOWS & UPHOLSTERY

Alice Whiteman’s
Interiors, Inc.

5304 Avenue S • Galveston, TX 77551
409.744.0442 • 409.744.0443 fax 

409.771.2719 cell

http://www.competitionpools.com
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CREATIVE IMPROVEMENTS, LLC.
Residential & Commercial

Room Additions • Roofing • Painting • Carpentry • Electrical • Plumbing 
Doors • Siding • Decks • Interior & Exterior Repairs.

Remodel Kitchens and Bathrooms. Granite Countertops.

FREE ESTIMATES
281-804-3108 Phone

REFERRALS AVAILALBE
www.creativeimprovementsllc.com

SALDANA
PAINTING & REMODELING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

281-330-9986

FALCO CONSTRUCTION, INC.

281-797-1430 Mobile 281-999-0163 Office

• Remodeling Specialist - 
Interior & Exterior 

• Kitchen   • Bath   • Patio Rooms 
• Painting   • Granite & Tile 
• Hardie Siding & Windows

Since 1976

• Old Light Fixtures and Door Knobs Available •

www.fallcoconstructioninc.com

Bright Landscape Designs Inc.
Bright Ideas for Landscaping

281.496.3576
www.brightlandscapedesigns.com

Custom Landscaping • Natural Stonework
Lighting • Maintenance

Water Features • Irrigation
Design & Installation • Consultation

Serving the finest neighborhoods of greater Houston since 1982!

• Stamped Concrete • Stamped Overlay 
• Self Leveling Overlay 
• Chemical & Water

Base Stain
• Spray Decking    
• 30 Colors
Available

Call for Estimates 

281-303-3209

DECORATIVE CONCRETE  PRODUCTS 
We Can Beautify Most Concrete

DECORATIVEDECORATIVEDECORATIVEDECORATIVEDECORATIVE Master Remodelers

713-240-0078 • jpthouston@aol.com
www.master-remodel-ers.com

- 35 Years Experience -

Our Name Says It All
A FULL SERVICE REMODELING CONTRACTOR

Kitchen & Bath Renovation
Tile • Carpentry • Siding

2008 & 2009 AWARDS 

DESIGN
PROFILE

SYLVIA FULLERTON
A.S.I.D. Allied Member
Texas Registration 114

2010 FM 517 Road East
Dickinson,TX 77539
T: 281.337.8068
www.designprofile.net

���

Your Complete 
Concrete Renovation

Company

Your Complete 
Concrete Renovation

Company

www.allconcretecoatings.com 

• Decorative Spray Texture
• Stampoverlays
• Acid Staining
• Concrete Sealers
• Anti Slip Applications
• Garage Floor Finishes
• Decorative Concrete Repair 

Call For A FREE Estimate!
281-528-7600

281-821-2900281-821-2900
BEST QUALITY • BEST PRICES

• Gutters
• Shutters
• Siding
• Kitchens
• Counter Tops

• Bathrooms
• Granite-Marble
• Carpets
• Cleaning
• Restretch

• Painting
• Drywall
• Carpentry
• Cabinets
• Roofing

• Tile-Wood
• Brick-Concrete
• Pools & Decking
• Decking
• Sprinklers
• Landscaping

BESTCARE HOME SERVICESBESTCARE HOME SERVICES

- INSURED -
Call 713-957-1820 • www.rabata.com

Stairs • Doors • Gates • Fences
AFFORDABLE CUSTOM IRON WORK

Money MakersMoney Makers

www.moneymakersflags.comwww.moneymakersflags.com
1517 Blalock                      713-461-1153
Houston, TX 77080            800-838-1153
1517 Blalock                      713-461-1153
Houston, TX 77080            800-838-1153

Flags, Banners, Poles
Windsocks and Pennants

Flags, Banners, Poles
Windsocks and Pennants

LORENZO PAINTING
& REMODELING
I N T E R I O R / E X T E R I O R

Cell: 832.715.6271 713.956.8286

5514 
Sheridan 
Oaks Dr. 

Houston,TX  
77091EDWARD B. LORENZO

LONE � STAR
HOME REMODELING

All Work Guaranteed
Licensed & Insured

Residential &
Commercial

713.271.6245 • FREE ESTIMATES

AA  TTRRUUSSTTEEDD  NNAAMMEE  IINN  TTEEXXAASS
FFOORR  2255  YYEEAARRSS!!

Room Additions 
Garage Convertions 
Fences • Decks 
Patio Covers • Ceramic Tile
Painting • Wall Coverings
Sheet Rock Repair & Texturing 
Hardi Plank • Roofing

ENERGY SAVING SOLAR SCREENS
Lifetime Warranty • FREE Estimates

Vinyl Replacement Windows
Custom Made • Maintenance Free

LowE Energy Saving
Insulated Glass • Solar Screens

Security Storm Windows

Call Now! 713.290.02476010 W. 34th St. Unit 0
Houston, Texas  77064

Remodeling your home?
Think of us for your home improvement needs!

Electrical • Insulation • Plumbing
Kitchen & Bath • Room Additions • Flooring

Sheetrock • Roofing • Siding • Painting

BC Services
Call John today @ 832-677-1800 for a free estimate
jsbinterests@hotmail.com Senior Discounts • Insured For Your Protection 

ROCK
MATERIALS

Natural Stone • Landscape • Masonry Supplies
Jamey Joseph

jjoseph@rockmaterials.com  •  www.rockmaterials.com
2610 Spring Cypress Road  •  Spring, TX 77388

281.353.3100 •  281.528.6081 fax  •  832.381.4287 cell

SPECIALIZING IN AMERICAN ANTIQUES
Spindle Back Chairs � Round Pedestal Tables 

China Cabinets � Hall Trees � Kitchen Cabinets � Beds
Dressers � Wicker � Glassware � Light Fixtures � Trunks

www.randfantiques.com

912 Yale Street
North of I-10 in “The Heights”

713-861-7750 
Wed - Sat: 10:00 - 5:30 � Sun - Tues: By Chance or Appt.

We Do ESTATE SALES
Call Us!

O.B.R. REMODELING SERVICES
Octavio Ramirez, Contractor

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE • LICENSED & INSURED

Additions • New Construction
Electrical • Carpentry • Painting • Granite

713.828.0725
WWW.OBREMODELING.COM

PEAK
STAIRS

www.peakstairs.com • fax 936 653-2700

PEAK
STAIRS

REMODEL • NEW CONSTRUCTION

281-935-7276
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TATCO CONSTRUCTION 
& REMODELING
Servicing River Oaks and 

Surrounding Areas For Over 30 Years
Construction / Cabinetry / Painting

Full Service Contracting

713.695.4084
tatcoconstruction@aol.com

Rick
Tatum

Specialists in pointing and filling brick and mortar cracks
along with Patio & Outdoor Firepits

“Simply the best in brick repair”

713.856.8329 • www.mrbrickofhouston.com

Peggy’s Services
Hazel’s Custom Drapes,

Over 45 years experience

Peggy Robinson
Interior Decorator

Phone: 281.345.0077
www.peggyservices.com

Residential & Commercial Maid Services

Specialized Services:
• Custom Drapes • Blinds • Staging/Design 

• Shutters • Window Film • and Much more!

w w w . b r a z o s b e n d t r e e f a r m . c o m

BRAZOS BEND TREE FARM
Quality Container Grown Trees

23111 FM 1462  Damon, TX • 979-553-3441 • 979-553-3756 fax

Open 
To The 
Public

Open 
To The 
Public

BUY
FARM
DIRECT
AND 
SAVE

BUY
FARM
DIRECT
AND 
SAVE

AZTEC HOME REMODELING
• Kitchen Remodeling
• Bathroom Remodeling
• Cabinets–Granite Countertops
• Cultured Marble Vanities
• Tile–Ceramic–Stone–Slate
• Carpets–Hardwood–Laminates

• Painting–Sheetrock–Texturing
• Hardie Siding–Custom Carpentry
• Windows–Doors–Crown Molding
• Roofing–Gutters–Pressure Washing
• Brick–Patio Rooms–Deckings
• House Leveling - Fences

“Water Damage–Extraction and Restoration”

228811..882211..00880099 - INSURED -
27 Years 

Experience

By George Szontagh
TREC License #2212
Prepurchase/Slab/Pier & Beam
Since 1990

ESPO Services
Complete home remodeling from small
repair to design and major renovation.

www.esposervices.com
713-366-9030 info@esposervices.com

Add space with a media/workoutroom, guest bath, closets & more!

All About Clutter
Need your home or
office organized?

Keep/Trash/
Donate or Sell,
Let me show 

you how!

Sharon K. Wagner
Organizer 

281-235-6323
Sharontheorganizer@yahoo.com

FREE Hour of Consultation

www.AllstarShuttersandBlinds.com

• Window Blinds
• Window Shades
• Motorized 

Treatments
• Shutters

Create the perfect
look that fits your

personal style.

281-812-5255
www.reflection
poolsandspas.com

Reflection 
Pools&Spas
Reflection 

Pools&Spas
713-559-1100
Beautiful Pools at
Affordable Prices

Sales •Service • Installation
www.GasProductservices.comwww.GasProductservices.com

281-798-8006281-798-8006

STONE RESTORATION
We restore & polish:

Marble • Travertine • Limestone • Granite
Remove: Scratches • Stains

We restore counters, vanities & table tops
We clean and seal exterior patios

Wes Bowden  713•858•7736
www.houstonstonedoctor.com

WAYNE’S
HARDWOOD • CARPET • TILE

(1-10 @Kirkwood)

281-596-8187
M-F 10-5 • Sat 10-6 • Sun 12-5 or Appoint.

CUSTOM COVE FORMICA
Custom Counter Tops
Silestone • Laminate

Solid Surface Counter Tops

281-485-8272 Bob Blehm
okbblehm@yahoo.com

Porcelain Repair
Bathroom Detailing

OWNER CRAFTSMAN-WESLEY MCDOUGLE

Bathtubs • Sinks • Tile • Repaired • Removed 
• Installed • Cleaned & Polished

FREE ESTIMATES
713-498-8532

De La Cruz
Painting & Remodeling

713-301-7157

Carpentry • Roofing • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Granite & Countertops 
House Leveling & Concrete Work

Interior
Exterior

Comm & Res
Insured

Free Estimates
20 Yrs. Exp.

Wallpaper Installation
By Sergio

713-562-3305

ALVAREZ BUILDERS,INC.ALVAREZ BUILDERS,INC.

713-875-3621713-875-3621 Jose
Alvarez
Jose

Alvarez

REMODELING SERVICESREMODELING SERVICES
-FROM FOUNDATION TO ROOF-

NEW WORLD IMPROVEMENTS

713.721.7281
713.376.6997

Residential Painting Ext. & Int., 
Sheetrock & Carpentry Repairs

713.721.7281
713.376.6997 cell

Gary Espenscheid • Since 1982

Plumbing Solutions
Wade Edwards
Licensed Plumber

24 Years Experience

281-974-9449

• Custom Cabinets
• Remodeling
• Siding • Framing

Jose L. Rosas•832.651.7061Cell

CABINETS
by John Corenchuk

281.498.1632 Home
713.302.7381 Cell

All Kinds of Woodwork • All Custom Built

RDZ HOME SERVICES

713-855-6416

General Contracting • Remodeling & Repairs
Painting & Cabinets • Much More.

License # G2008-260 • Sergio Rodriguez

KING FREEZE
A/C & HEATING

��

�

�

�

�

�

WE SPECIALIZE IN DUCT WORK

281.599.7544
TACLB 015596E

�

� �

�

�

Save Money While You Cool Your House!
Special Equipment Sales

Licensed Mold Assessment Consultant

713-961-1531

Real Estate Inspections
by SafeHouse
Residential • Commercial • Multi-Units
• structural/mechanical/termites
• pools/spas/sprinkler systems
• mold testing & consultation
• independent foundation evaluations

Serving Houston
Since 1991

MAC#1001
Trec#2997

Rug Depot
Wanna save money? Come see Sunny!
501 Gulf Frwy South, #109
Mon-Sat, 10 a.m.-7 p.m.

281.557.2757
5’x8’
starting at
$3999

Cantu Floors
• tile • marble • slate • wood • 

• granite  countertops •

281.850.6728

AAMMAAZZIINNGG  FFEENNCCEESS    
&&  BBUURRGGLLAARR  BBAARRSS

Beating the competition for years!
MEMBER BBB
Free Estimates 

281-467-1898 • 281-397-8354 fax
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By DODIE JACKSON

ABOVE: Tulips look best planted in clumps. Photo courtesy Abbott-Ipsco Inc.

Go wild over tulips and other bulbs and flowering plants at the Garden Club
of Houston’s 67th Annual Bulb and Plant Mart, Oct. 8-10

gardening

The tulip, one of humankind’s oldest cultivated flowers,
originated in Turkey. Many have succumbed to its beauty, most notori-
ously the Dutch traders in 17th-century Holland where the climate was hos-
pitable to tulip cultivation. Tulips became status symbols, and their rapidly rising
prices caused feverish trading of tulip futures on local market exchanges. By 1636,
one tulip could be worth today’s equivalent of $76,000. Fortunes rose with the
speculation of tulip prices and rarity of these glorious flowers. But few people
were actually planting them; they were speculating on their future value, and in
February 1637 the market collapsed.

Tulip mania is still with us, not in irrational exuberance over the bulbs’ 
monetary value, but in our passion for these plants’ beautiful blooms. Today the
U.S. imports more than 30 billion tulip bulbs a year. Only France and Germany 
surpass the U. S. in imports of tulips bulbs.

One of the premier places to buy tulip bulbs in Texas is the Houston Garden
Club’s 67th Annual  Bulb and Bulb and Plant Mart, Oct. 8-10 at Westminster
United Methodist Church, 5801 San Felipe at Bering. Now in its 67th year, the
Bulb and Plant Mart  features the widest selection of top-quality bulbs from
domestic and international suppliers plus an expanded collection of hard-to-find
and unusual plants, perennials, trees, shrubs and vines. Many of the plants and
bulbs are unique offerings from the gardens of Club members, grown specifically
for the Mart. You’ll find more than 500,000 bulbs, including 55 varieties of
tulips, iris, amaryllis and Louisiana Irises.   

In Houston, the most commonly grown tulips are the Darwin Hybrids.
They come in a huge variety of colors and heights and are easily forced into
bloom. They act as an annual in our climate, where in other parts of the U.S.
they will naturalize.  However, the Species tulip will naturalize in our growing
zone and does not require any special handling. The Species tulip is much smaller
than the Darwin Hybrid, but can be a lovely addition to your garden. Another
strong performer in Houston is the cluisiana 'Trinka' which grows 6 to 7 inches
tall and produces pointed rusty red petals with cream-colored edges.   

The Darwin Hybrids, along with the Triumph and Single can be easily grown
with a few helpful tips: 

1) Buy only quality bulbs. They should be firm when squeezed. 

2) Refrigerate the bulbs in a mesh bag or old panty hose. Do not put them in the
freezer or the hydrator. Keep them away from fruits and vegetables. 

3) Refrigerate for a minimum of 8 weeks. 

4) Plant them in well draining soil in early January. They will bloom 40 days
from planting. 

5) They look best in clumps. Dig a hole 5 inches deep and place bulbs one inch
to two inches apart. Cover bulbs with at least 2 inches of soil. 

6) Plant in a location with early morning sun and afternoon shade. This helps
keep them cool. They do not like heat. If we have one of our early heat waves,
gently water them or put ice along the bases of the flowers.  

Hours for the Plant and Bulb Mart are 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday and Friday,
Oct. 8 and 9, and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 10. 
For more information visit www.gchouston.org.  

Tulip Mania

Daffodils, tulips and hyacinths say

“spring.” Their bulbs should be plant-

ed in early January. Photo courtesy

Abbott-Ipco Inc.

Pink and red Impression tulips

brighten a River Oaks sidewalk. 

Photo by Alice Thomas



http://www.sunsetglasstinting.com


www.robertscarpet.com

CLEAR LAKE 20810  I-45 SOUTH_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 281-332-4477
SOUTHWEST 3003 FONDREN_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 713-785-1900
WOODLANDS 19053  I-45 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 936-271-0000
CENTRAL 3404 KIRBY_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 713-523-0666
NORTHWEST 6920 FM 1960 W._ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 281-580-9495
SUGAR LAND 12614 S.W. FREEWAY_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 281-240-8200
GULF FREEWAY4750 GULF FREEWAY _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 713-926-5100
WEST 11177 KATY FREEWAY_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 713-468-1300

*
*
*

* Rug Gallery store locations

“Your Perfect Rug Source”

Lowest prices of the season during National Karastan Month

NATIONAL KARASTAN MONTH

Buona Vita
65 oz. Stainmaster Ultra Life

Stainmaster Ultra Life Carpet
“If you stain it, we’ll replace it.”*

*Ask about our revolutionary no-exclusions stain warranty, exclusively at Roberts Carpet & Fine Floors

50 oz. Stainmaster Ultra Life

Buona ValoreBuona Valore

$3.99 sq. ft. installed
“Competition Buster” guaranteed lowest price

$3.99 sq. ft. installed
“Competition Buster” guaranteed lowest price

$4.69 sq. ft. installed 
“Competition Buster” guaranteed lowest price

$4.69 sq. ft. installed 
“Competition Buster” guaranteed lowest price

®

http://www.robertscarpet.com

